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Selection from Obama’s 
Last News Conference

—New York Times, 2017/01/18

I could not be 
prouder of the 
transformation 
that’s taken place 
in our society 
just in the last 
decade. And I’ve 
said before, I think we made some useful contributions 
to it, but the primary heroes in this stage of our growth 
as a democracy and a society are all the individual 
activists and sons and daughters and couples who 
courageously said, This is who I am and I’m proud of 
it. And that opened people’s minds and opened their 
hearts. And eventually laws caught up, but I don’t 
think any of that would have happened without the 
activism, in some cases loud and noisy, but in some 
cases just quiet and very personal. And I think that 
what we did as an administration was to help to—the 
society to move in a better direction.

PFLAG Thanks
the Mayor

—Toni	Schildcrout

We	have	sent	letters	to	the	Mayor	and	
Council	of	Youngstown	to	thank	them	for	
passage	of	inclusion	of	gender	identity	and	sexual	
orientation	in	17	non-discrimination	ordinances.	
A	special	thank-you	to	Councilwoman	Anita	
Davis	and	Mayor	McNally	for	initiating	the	
process	was	highlighted	in	our	missives.

Support PFLAG Youngstown when you shop Amazon.com at 
this URL: <http://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1783833>.

These	17	ordinances	
include	amendments	to	
the	Human	Relations	
Commission	ordinance,	
unfair	practices	including	
employment,	public	
accommodations,	credit	
transactions,	real	estate	
steering,	employment	
opportunities,	bidding,	and	
housing	discrimination	
practices.	Also	included	are	violence	and	bullying	
in	the	workplace,	technology	policy,	ethnic	
intimidation,	and	property	offenses.

Marguerite	and	Toni	met	with	the	mayor	
and	briefly	discussed	PFLAG	and	our	upcoming	
programs.	We	were	warmly	welcomed.

Activist Invitation
—Toni	Schildcrout

There	is	a	place	to	sign	petitions	on	<petitions.
whitehouse.gov>.  If you don’t see the petition you 
want,	click	on	“view	more	petitions.”

Choose	the	petition	“demand	Trump	
administration	add	LGBT	rights	.....back	to	list	of	
issues on wh.gov.site.

Sign	the	petition.	You	will	be	asked	for	first	and	
last	name	and	email	address.	Click	sign	now.

Check	your	in-box	to	follow	up	and	verify	your	
signature	for	the	vote	to	be	counted.	Click	sign	now.	

Enjoy	this	additional	opportunity	to	affirm	
PFLAG’s	mission.
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Calendar
During	open	Name	and	Gender	Change	

Legal	Clinic	hours,	trained	attorneys	
will	provide	one-on-one	counseling	
about	the	gender-	and	name-changing	
process.
Wednesday,	March	22,	2017		|		6PM-

8PM		|		Columbus
4400	N.	High	St.,	Suite	300
Wednesday,	March	29,	2017		|		6PM-

8PM		|		Cincinnati,	location	
details	to	come

Tuesday,	June	13,	2017		|		6PM-8PM		
|		Dayton,	location	details	to	come

PFLAG	Support	Meetings:	6	p.m.
	 March	14,	April	11,	May	9,	June	6

March	21:	ACLU	event	(see	left	column)
June	11:		LGBT	March	planned	for	Pride	

2017.	Cities	across	the	country	are	
prospective	participants.	

                                                                                                               

ACLU of OHIO 
PRESENTS

Civil Liberties in a Hostile 
Environment

“Join	ACLU	Speaker	Erik	Meinhardt	for	a	
discussion	of	civil	liberties	in	the	current	

administration.	How	can	we	protect	against	the	
erosion	of	our	hard-fought	rights?	The	discussion	
will	focus	on	the	civil	liberties	of	LGBT	individuals	

in	Ohio,	the	progress	we’ve	made,
and	the	battles	still	ahead.”

This	event	will	be	held	Tuesday, March 21, 2017, 
at 7 p.m. at	St.	John’s	Episcopal	Church,

323	Wick	Ave.,	Youngstown,	OH
FREE	&	OPEN	TO	THE	PUBLIC

Erik Meinhardt	is	the	Administrator	at	Plexus,	the	LGBT	
and	Allied	Chamber	of	Commerce	in	Northeast	Ohio	and	
is	up	for	consideration	to	join	the	board	of	directors	of	the	
ACLU	of	Ohio	in	2017.	Erik	began	his	work	standing	up	for	
civil	liberties	in	high	school	when	he	started	a	gay	straight	
alliance	and	was	met	with	opposition	by	the	administration.	
This	experience	motivated	him	to	be	a	lifelong	activist.	He	
was	trained	through	the	GLSEN	Jump	Start	initiative	and	also	
became	an	intern	at	the	ACLU	of	Ohio	in	high	school.	He	
went	on	to	be	an	undergraduate	intern	and	program	associate	
at	the	ACLU	of	Ohio	and	even	won	the	ACLU	National	Youth	
Activist	Scholarship	in	2006.	He	found	his	passion	in	politics	
at	The	Ohio	State	University,	becoming	President	of	Students	
for	Hillary	and	Field	Director	for	Students	for	Obama.	He	
currently	serves	as	a	board	member	of	Cleveland	Stonewall	
Democrats	is	2nd	Vice	President	of	Lakewood	Democrats.

Sponsored by Youngstown Area PFLAG, LBGTQ+ 
Committee at First Unitarian Church of Youngstown, 

Full Spectrum Community Outreach, 
& the Pride Center

FOR further information find us on FB @ Youngstown 
PFLAG, EMAIL youngstownareapflag@gmail.com 

Resist Trump
—People	Power,	Facebook	Post	accessed	

03/05/17

On	March	11	(Sat,	5	pm	EST),	the	
ACLU	is	holding	a	Resistance	Training.	This	
event	will	launch	People	Power,	the	ACLU’s	
new	effort	to	engage	grassroots	volunteers	
across	the	country	and	take	the	fight	against	
Donald	Trump’s	policies	not	just	into	the	
courts,	but	into	the	streets.	We’re	organizing	
grassroots	events	in	communities	across	the	
country	to	watch	the	livestream	together.	
Please	join	us!

Sign	up	at	PeoplePower.org	to	learn	
more	about	the	program	and	the	Resistance	
Training	livestream	on	March	11	at	5pm	ET.	
We’ll	follow	up	with	you	about	opportunities	
to	volunteer	and	attend	events	near	you.
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Lambda Legal’s Warning
—letter	from	Rachel	B.	Tiven,	CEO	of	Lambda	Legal,	

02/12/17

There	is	no	doubt	that	the	struggle	for	
equality	for	the	LGBT	community	and	people	
with	HIV	has	gotten	significantly	harder	since	
President	Trump	was	installed	as	president.	.	.	.

The	same	people	who	have	fought	against	
LGBT	equality	are	now	in	power.	They	oppose	
marriage	equality,	[have]	funded	anti-LGBT	
“conversion	therapy,”	and	oppose	legislation	that	
protects	the	LGBT	community	from	violence	and	
discrimination.	And	the	recently	leaked	draft	of	
an	executive	order	revealed	the	administration’s	
intent	to	encourage	and	enable	the	discrimination	
of	women	and	LGBT	people	in	the	name	of	
“religious	freedom.”

Trump	hasn’t	signed	the	executive	order	
…	yet.	Unfortunately,	it’s	not	a	question	of	“if,”	

A Call for Help 
SAGE LGBT Elder 

Hotline Is Here for You
—SAGE	Matters,	Feb./2017

Whether	it’s	facing	the	current	political	
climate,	coping	with	loneliness,	or	dealing	with	
life’s	everyday	struggles,	just	finding	someone	to	
lend	an	ear	can	help	ease	this	burden.	Not	only	
does	the	SAGE	LGBT	Elder	Hotline	offer	support	
to	LGBT	people	wherever	they	might	live,	but	it	
also	serves	as	an	information	and	referral	resource	
for	those	in	need.	No	feelings	are	forbidden	
and	no	questions	are	too	small	or	large	for	us	to	
answer!		

Call	one	of	our	LGBT	volunteers	at	1-888-
234-SAGE,	Monday	through	Friday,	from	to	
4:00	p.m.	to	midnight	Eastern	Time,	and	on	
Saturday	from	noon	to	5:00	p.m.	Eastern	Time.	
LGBT	elders	and	those	who	care	about	them	can	
also	contact	the	hotline	via	email	at	SAGE@
GLBThotline.org.

but	when.	The	ideas	in	those	drafts	will	be	used	
against	LGBT	people	by	the	White	House,	by	
Congress,	by	anti-gay	states—or	maybe	all	of	the	
above.	

It’s	up	to	each	of	us	to	object	to	their	every	
attempt	to	strip	away	our	rights.	Lambda	Legal’s	
expert	legal	team	is	ready	to	file	suits	and	defend	
our	community.	We’ve	won	in	the	courts,	and	
in	the	hearts	and	minds	of	our	neighbors,	and	
we	will	not	let	our	rights	be	overruled	by	bullies	
attempting	to	take	America	in	the	wrong	direction.

Get	ready	for	the	fight	of	our	lives—and	
remember	that	we	have	the	law,	the	majority	of	
the	American	people,	and	love	on	our	side.	We	are	
your	lawyers.

Court Grants
Full Parental Rights

to Unmarried Lesbian
—ASSOCIATED	PRESS,	http://www.nbcnews.com,	

10/3/16

[Massachusetts’	Supreme	Judicial	Court,]		
the	same	court	that	paved	the	way	for	same-sex	
marriage	in	the	United	States[,	ruled	on	9/27/16]	
that	an	unmarried	gay	woman	whose	former	
girlfriend	gave	birth	to	two	children	through	
artificial	insemination	has	the	same	parental	rights	
as	their	biological	mother.	.	.	.	

Julie	Gallagher	gave	birth	to	the	children,	
and	her	former	partner,	Karen	Partanen,	has	
helped	raise	them.	They	are	now	4	and	8.		After	
the	couple	split	in	2013,	Partanen	wanted	to	be	
declared	a	full	legal	parent.

A	family	court	judge	dismissed	Partanen’s	
request,	finding	that	she	didn’t	meet	the	
requirements	under	state	law	because	she	and	
Gallagher	were	not	married	when	the	children	
were	born,	and	Partanen	is	not	a	biological	parent.

In	overturning	that	ruling,	the	SJC	found	that	
a	gay	person	may	establish	themselves	as	a	child’s	
presumptive	parent	under	state	law,	even	without	
a	biological	relationship	with	the	child.	
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Join or Renew
—Steven	Schildcrout

We	welcome	new	memberships	as	well	as	renewals	that	were	not	made	at	the	regular	time	last	fall.	
Donations,	of	course,	are	welcome	any	time.

PFLAG’s	current	fiscal	year	runs	October	1,	2016	to	September	30,	2017.	To	join	or	to	renew	your	
membership,	take	advantage	of	paying	electronically	and	securely	by	credit	or	debit	card	or	PayPal	
from	our	Website	http://www.youngstownpflag.org/		Just	click	the	“Donate”	button,	and	proceed.	If	we	
don’t	have	your	current	contact	information,	please	send	an	email	to	youngstownareapflag@gmail.com	
with	the	information	requested	below.	A	similar	information	form	can	be	downloaded	from	the	Website	
and	attached	to	your	email.

If	you	prefer	to	mail	us	a	check,	please	include	also	the	information	requested	below.	
There	is	no	extra	charge	to	receive	our	quarterly	newsletter	by	email.	Please	consider	an	additional	

tax	deductible	donation,	which	will	fund	our	local	programs,	awards,	brochures,	supplies,	and	meeting	
expenses.	We	depend	on	your	continuing	support.	Thank	you!

(					)			New
(					)			Renewal
(					)			Change	of	contact	information.	Please	fill	in	form	below.	
(					)			Dues	levels	for	2016-17	(please	circle	one):	$25	per	household,	$15	student/low	income,	 

$45	non-profit	organization,	$75	corporate	sponsor
(     )   $5.00  Newsletter postal subscription (if you don’t receive it electronically)
(     )   $_________ Additional donation

Total payment $___________

Please make your check payable to Youngstown Area PFLAG.

Name______________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Email __________________________      Phone____________________
Mail to   

 Youngstown Area PFLAG
 2201 Goleta Ave.
 Youngstown, OH 44504
If you have a question about dues or your membership status, please contact us at youngstownareapflag@gmail.
com.
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Trump’s Homophobes
The	new	cabinet	consists	almost	entirely	

of	enemies	to	the	LGBT	community.		Consult	
Kerry	Eleveld’s	article	in	Daily	Kos	11/30/16	for	
details	about	the	following	individuals’	history	of	
opposition	to	our	interests:

Mike	Pence,	VP
Betsy	DeVos,	Secretary	of	Education
Jeff	Sessions,	Attorney	General
Tom	Price,	Health	&	Human	Services	Scty
Elaine	Chao,	Secretary	of	Transportation
Reince	Priebus,	White	House	Chief	of	Staff
In	addition,	in	the	12/01/16	edition	of	Media	

Matters,	Rachel	Percelay	points	out	that	the	
transition	team	contains	many	with	ties	to	The	
Family	Research	Council,	which	has	moved	away	
from	relying	on	scripture	to	oppose	LGBT	rights	
and	instead	now	adopts	a	pseudo-scientific	stance,	
which	lends	them	credibility.		Quoting	from	to	an	
article	by	Emma	Ellis	in	Wired,	Percelay	observes	
that	since	the	transition	team	members	both	
choose	lower-level	officials	and	“have	the	power	
to	overrule	scientific	advisory	committees,”	these	
persons	are	able	to	do	a	great	deal	of	damage:

Ken	Blackwell,	Trump’s	domestic	policy	chair	
as	well	as	an	FRC	senior	fellow;

former	FRC	Vice	President	Kay	Coles	James,	
who	co-leads	the	transition	team	in	management	
and	budget	affairs;

Ed	Meese,	who	has	written	for	FRC	and	is	
co-leading	the	team	in	management	and	budget	
affairs;	and

	Ken	Klukowski,	the	transition	team’s	
“constitutional	rights”	leader,	Breitbart	editor,	and	
the	former	director	of	FRC’s	center	for	religious	
liberty.

PFLAG’s	Policy	Matters	reports	that	“Jerry	
Falwell,	Jr.,	[president	of	Liberty	University,]	will	
lead	federal	task	force	on	higher	education	policy.”

According	to	Freedom	for	All	Americans	
(email	01/31/17),	the	nominee	for	the	Supreme	
Court,	Judge	Neil	Gorsuch,	“boasts	a	clear	history	
of	ruling	for	religious	rights	at	the	expense	of	
all	other	civil	rights,	including	those	of	LGBT	
Americans.”

As	chairman	of	Breitbart	Media,	Trump’s	

Pence Is the Back-Up?
Carissa	House-Dunphy	calls	Mike	Pence	

“one	of	the	worst	of	the	homophobic,	right-wing	
conservatives”	(“Anti-LGBT	Trump	Executive	
Order	Leaked	to	Media”,	Report,	1/30/17).	She	
identifies	his	answer	to	HIV	as	conversion	therapy,	
a	jaundiced	reworking	of	the	HIV	prevention	
philosophy	that	stopping	the	risky	behavior	will	
halt	the	epidemic.		Her	evidence	comes	from	
Pence’s	website:	“Resources	should	be	directed	
toward	those	institutions	which	provide	assistance	
to	those	seeking	to	change	their	sexual	behavior.”	

House-Dunphy	adds	that	Pence	has	“made	a	
national	name	for	himself	as	governor	of	Indiana	
by	supporting	the	Religious	Freedom	Restoration	
Act,	allowing	businesses	to	openly	discriminate	
against	and	refuse	to	serve	same-sex	couples	in	
addition	to	allowing	for	discrimination	against	
LGBTQ	folks	in	housing	and	employment.	The	
law	was	so	controversial	that	Pence	was	forced	to	
amend	it	when	businesses	and	organizations	all	
over	the	country	threatened	to	pull	their	money	
from	the	state.”

Rachel	Percelay	reports	that	Pence	has	also	
advocated	a	constitutional	amendment	restricting	
marriage	to	opposite-sex	couples,	calling	same-sex	
unions	a	symptom	of	“societal	collapse”;	alleged	
that	“the	presence	of	homosexuals	in	the	[military]	
ranks	weakens	unit	cohesion”;	and	attributed	to	a	
“radical	social	agenda”	the	effort	to	define	crimes	
based	on	sexual	orientation	hate	crimes”	(“At	the	
VP	Debate,	Mike	Pence	Should	Be	Asked	about	
Anti-LGBT	“Religious	Freedom”	Laws,”	Media	
Matters,	10/1/16).

campaign	manager,	Steve	Bannon,	was	responsible	
for	the	following	headlines:

“Dear	Straight	People:	I’m	Officially	Giving	
You	Permission	to	Say	Gay,	Faggot	and	Queer”

“Gay	Rights	Have	Made	Us	Dumber,	It’s	
Time	to	Get	Back	in	the	Closet”

“Kids	Raised	by	Same-Sex	Couples	Twice	as	
Likely	to	Be	Depressed,	Fat	Adults”

“Day	of	Silence:	How	the	LGBT	Agenda	Is	
Hijacking	America’s	Youth”

(	QueerTY,	11/14/16)
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From “I Am Gay. I Will 
Not Be Tortured Again”
—David	Michael	Connor,	The	Blog,	The Huffington 

Post,	11/11/16

Our	vice	president-elect,	Mike	Pence,	is	the	
same	kind	of	person	who	populated	my	middle	
school	and	high	school.	I	can’t	say	whether	he	is	
one	of	the	abusers	who	called	me	a	faggot,	who	
kicked	me,	flicked	my	ears,	pinched	and	punched	
me	in	the	locker	room,	and	ultimately	caused	
me	to	read	the	suicide	textbook	“The	Final	Exit”	
and	stockpile	pills	throughout	my	youth	as	an	
emergency	escape	hatch.	I	can	say	that	he	is	now	
the	vice	principal	of	the	school:	he	is	the	authority	
who	not	only	ignores	but	who	actively	encourages	
abuses	against	people	because	of	their	sexuality.

I	am	not	afraid,	exactly,	
but	I	do	have	trepidation	
about	speaking	out	about	
this	publicly.	But	I	have	been	
through	this	and	I	know	how	
it goes.

Mike	Pence	advocates	
conversion	therapy.	Make	
no	mistake:	Conversion	
therapy	is	torture.	It	involves	
[electroshocking]	and	
drugging	LGBT	people	to	
make	them	suffer	while	
looking	at	homosexual	
pornography	in	order	to	“convert”	them	to	
heterosexuality.	Not	only	has	it	been	proven	not	
to	convert	people,	but	it	causes	severe	physical	
and	psychological	trauma	and	can	result	in	serious	
mental	disorders.	Teenagers	have	committed	
suicide	in	desperate	moves	to	avoid	ongoing	
conversion	therapy.	In	the	event	a	gay	man,	as	an	
example,	were	coerced	into	either	believing	or	
pretending	that	he	had	been	“converted”	in	order	
to	stop	the	torture,	the	best-case	scenario	would	be	
his	entering	into	a	marriage	under	false	pretenses	
with	a	woman	who	otherwise	could	have	found	a	
loving	partner.

It	is	a	crime	against	humanity.	Science	has	

proven	conclusively	that	it	does	not	work.
Yet,	under	the	influence	of	Vice	President-

Elect	Pence	and	a	fully	Republican	Congress	and	
likely	Republican-leaning	U.S.	Supreme	Court,	
conversion	therapy	could	become	mainstream	and	
supported	by	law	if	not	codified	in	law.

How	did	this	happen?	How	did	we	get	here?	
Conversion	therapy	is	a	blatant	human-rights	
violation	and	a	sheer	demonstration	of	hatred.	It	is	
a	hate	crime.

I	survived	six	years	of	psychological	terror	
and	physical	abuses,	sanctioned	by	my	peers	and	
by	authorities,	throughout	my	youth.	At	that	time,	
I	had	been	convinced	that	something	about	me	
was	“bad”	and	that	I	deserved	it.	I	know	better	
now,	and	I	will	not	abide	by	it.

LGBT	people	and	our	allies	must	be	vigilant	
as	a	new	regime	takes	over	our	country.	This	is	not	
a	joke,	and	there	is	no	evidence	at	this	time	that	

.	.	.	[we	should	not	fear	that]	
our	government	would	commit	
inhumane	crimes	against	its	
own	law-abiding	people.	.	.	.

I	have	lost	more	faith	in	
the	decency	of	the	American	
people	this	week	than	I	knew	
I	had.	Because	of	what	I	went	
through	when	I	was	young,	
and	because	I	have	seen	how	
quickly	attitudes	changed	
toward	acceptance,	I	know	
how	quickly	those	attitudes	can	

revert	with	a	little	peer	pressure.	I	know	how	cruel	
people	can	be	without	a	second	thought.

LGBT	people	and	our	allies	must	not	give	
a	millimeter	or	else	this	administration	may	take	
666	miles.	We	also	must	ally	ourselves	with	all	
other	marginalized	populations	because,	from	
a	practical	standpoint,	greater	numbers	equals	
greater	security—but	more	importantly	because	
all	of	us	are	human	beings	and	all	of	us	are	at	a	
very	real	risk	of	being	confronted	by	overt	state-
supported	hate	crimes,	and	these	things	usually	
happen	in	waves,	one	targeted	population	at	a	
time.	We	are	all	in	this	together,	and	we	have	to	be	
ready	to	fight	for	our	souls.

Out	of	the	340	judges	who	sit	
on	state	supreme	courts,	only	10	
identify	as	gay	or	lesbian.	Only	two	
judges	in	the	entire	legal	system	
identify	as	transgender,	and	none	
openly	identifies	as	bisexual	or	HIV	
positive,	as	far	as	LGBTQ	advocates	
know.

Truthout,	04	October	2016
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Boy Scouts Welcome First 
Transgender Member

—Associated	Press/One	News	Now,	2/8/17

[Joe	Maldonado	of]	New	Jersey	.	.	.	has	
become	the	first	openly	transgender	member	of	
the	Boy	Scouts.

The	Record	reports	the	9-year-old	.	.	.	put	on	
a	Cub	Scout	uniform	and	joined	Pack	20	in	Essex	
County	on	Tuesday	following	a	decision	by	Boy	
Scouts	of	America	to	allow	transgender	scouts.	
Maldonado,	who	was	born	a	girl,	was	banned	
from	a	Cub	Scout	group	in	Secaucus.

He	said	it	was	fun	and	he	was	proud	because	
he	was	accepted.

The	Boy	Scouts	changed	their	policy	of	
referring	to	the	gender	on	birth	certificates	to	
determine	eligibility	last	week	after	Maldonado’s	
story	gained	national	attention.

“She	has	lived	as	
an	openly	transgender	
girl	since	age	5,	and	
she	captured	the	
complexity	of	the	
conversation	around	
gender.	Today,	

we’re	not	only	talking	about	gender	roles	for	
boys	and	girls—we’re	talking	about	our	evolving	
understanding	of	people	on	the	gender	spectrum”		
(“Why	We	Put	a	Transgender	Girl	on	the	Cover	of	
National Geographic”	Nationalgeographic.com).

Republican Texas Judge 
Officiates Gay Wedding, 

Comes Out
as a Democrat

“You’ve heard the common expression a thousand 
times: I didn’t leave my party; my party left me. And 
it’s true.”
—Amanda	Terkel,	Senior	Political	Reporter,	The Huff-

ington Post

Terry	Jennings	is	now	the	only	Democratic	
justice	on	the	Texas	First	Court	of	Appeals	after	he	
quit	the	Republican	Party	
and	switched	his	party	
affiliation	on	Saturday.

The	turning	point	for	
Jennings	was	in	January,	
when	he	officiated	a	same-
sex	wedding	and	realized	
that	he	just	didn’t	belong	in	
the	GOP	any	longer.

The	UN	General	Assembly	
has	recognized	that	“the	human	
right	to	sanitation	entitles	everyone,	
without	discrimination,	to	have	
physical	and	affordable	access	to	
sanitation,	in	all	spheres	of	life,	that	
is	safe,	hygienic,	secure,	socially	and	
culturally	acceptable	and	that	provides	
privacy	and	ensures	dignity.”	(qtd.	
by	Ha	Le	Phan	and	Inga	T.	Winkler,	
openDemocracy	|	Op-Ed)

Amazing Grace
Nick	Duffy	writes,	“Grace	Slick,	the	legend	

behind	timeless	hits	including	‘Nothing’s	Gonna	
Stop	Us	Now’	and	‘We	Built	This	City,’	revealed	
last	week	that	she	was	donating	her	royalties	from	
notoriously	homophobic	restaurant	chain	Chick-
fil-A	to	fight	for	LGBT	equality.

‘After	the	anti-gay	chicken	chain	used	her	
music	in	an	advert,	Slick	gave	the	proceeds	
to	Lambda	Legal,	the	largest	national	legal	
organization	working	to	advance	the	civil	rights	of	
LGBTQ	people”	(from	“Trump’s	Pastor	Threatens	
Music	Legend	With	‘Death	Sentence’	for	Funding	
LGBT	Charities,”	Pink News	2/17/17).
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Supreme Court Won’t Say 
If Trans Teen Can Pick 

Bathroom
—Mark	Sherman,	AP: The Big Story,	03/06/17

The	Supreme	Court	is	leaving	the	issue	of	
transgender	rights	in	schools	to	lower	courts	
for	now	after	backing	out	of	a	high-profile	case	
Monday	of	a	Virginia	high	school	student	who	
sued	to	be	able	to	use	the	boys’	bathroom.	

The	high	court	action	follows	the	
administration’s	recent	decision	to	withdraw	
a	directive	issued	during	Barack	Obama’s	
presidency	that	said	which	bathroom	to	use	should	
be	based	on	students’	gender	identity.

The	administration	action	triggered	
legal	wrangling	that	ended	with	Monday’s	
order.	In	essence,	the	federal	appeals	court	in	
Richmond,	Virginia,	had	relied	on	the	Obama	
administration’s	interpretation	of	Title	IX	to	side	
with	[Gavin]	Grimm.	The	appeals	court	accepted	
the	administration’s	reading	of	the	law	without	
deciding	for	itself	what	the	law	and	a	related	
regulation	on	same-sex	bathrooms	and	locker	
rooms	mean.

No	appeals	court	has	yet	undertaken	that	
more	independent	analysis,	
and	the	Supreme	Court	
typically	is	reluctant	to	do	so	
without	at	least	one	appellate	
opinion	to	review,	and	usually	
more	than	one.

Another	possible	
explanation	for	Monday’s	
order	is	that	the	court	might	
want	more	of	a	societal	
consensus	to	develop	before	it	issues	a	ruling	in	
favor	of	transgender	rights,	said	John	Neiman,	
an	Alabama	lawyer	who	served	as	a	law	clerk	to	
Justice	Anthony	Kennedy.

“What	happened	today	feels	a	lot	like	2013,	
when	the	court	used	a	procedural	ruling	to	
temporarily	duck	the	same-sex	marriage	issue,”	
Neiman	said.

Lambda Legal
Wins in Pittsburgh

—email	2/28/17

While	the	Trump	administration	is	busy	
with	a	cruel	and	misguided	attack	on	transgender	
students,	Lambda	Legal	keeps	winning.	Yesterday,	
we	won	the	right	for	our	teenage	plaintiffs	in	
Pittsburgh	to	use	the	right	bathroom	in	peace.

Our	clients—Juliet	Evancho,	Elissa	Ridenour,	
and	a	boy	who	is	also	a	student	at	Pine-Richland	
High	Schoo—can	focus	on	college	admissions	
and	the	prom,	rather	than	worrying	about	when	
and	where	they	can	go	the	bathroom.

A	federal	court	sided	with	the	kids	and	with	
Lambda	Legal.

The Real Human Cost 
of Republicans Targeting 

Transgender Kids
—Kerry	Eleveld,	Daily	Kos,	4/14/16

[13-year-old	Dex	testified	as	
follows	before	a	South	Carolina	
Senate	committee:]		“Being	forced	
to	use	what	we	would	consider	the	
wrong	restroom	would	force	all	these	
kids	out	of	the	closet,	which	puts	them	at	risk	for	
more	bullying	and	more	violence,	which	actually	
happened	to	one	of	my	friends	who	couldn’t	
be	here	today.	When	someone	found	out	that	
my	friend	Denny	was	transgender	.	.	.	he	ended	
up	being	assaulted	just	because	one	random	
stranger	found	out.	And	I	couldn’t	imagine	
what	he	would	face	if	he	had	to	come	out	to	the	
whole	school	because	he	had	to	use	the	wrong	
restroom.”

“I just know if I have to pee I’m gonna pee. 
I don’t care where it’s gonna be.”

—Dolly Parton
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HB 2.0 Is Coming
—	Nico	Lang,	Salon,	03/04/17

To	say	that	HB	2	has	proven	unpopular	in	
North	Carolina	is	an	understatement.

.	.	.	[T]he	Charlotte Observer	reports	that	
the	bill	has	cost	the	Tar	Heel	State	at	least	$140	
million	in	lost	revenue	due	to	boycotts	by	the	
NCAA,	ACC	and	NBA,	the	latter	of	which	
announced	last	year	that	the	league	would	be	
moving	the	All-Star	Game	from	Charlotte	until	the	
bill	is	repealed.	The	NCAA	further	upped	the	ante	
last	month	with	a	critical	ultimatum:	The	sporting	
association	claimed	that	if	North	Carolina	didn’t	
strike	down	HB	2	by	the	end	of	February,	the	state	
could	lose	out	on	hosting	March	Madness	games	
for	the	next	six	years.

North	Carolina	has	already	missed	that	
deadline,	but	legislators	remain	desperate	to	end	
months	of	intense	scrutiny	from	business	leaders.	
Mecklenburg	County,	the	district	Charlotte	calls	
home,	has	lost	a	reported	2,500	jobs	since	HB	2	
was	enacted.	Most	recently,	the	German	shoe	
brand	Adidas	announced	that	it	would	be	opening	
a	new	factory	in	Atlanta	instead	of	High	Point,	
a	North	Carolina	manufacturing	town	rumored	to	
be	in	consideration.

A	number	of	so-called	compromise	bills	
have	been	floated	in	the	legislature,	but	HB	186	
appears	to	be	gaining	the	most	steam.	Rep.	Chuck	
McGrady,	the	bill’s	sponsor,	has	claimed	that	the	
legislation	is	a	“reset	to	right	back	where	we	were	
before	all	this	silliness	started,”	in	essence	a	way	
to	erase	the	damage	done	HB	2.

But	John	Autry,	a	Democrat	who	represents	
Mecklenburg	County	in	the	state’s	General	
Assembly,	said	that	there’s	“not	much	difference”	
between	HB	186	and	its	predecessor.

“The	bill	continues	to	block	LGBT	people	
out	of	protections	across	the	entire	state,”	Autry	
told	Salon	over	the	phone.	“It	prohibits	cities	like	
Charlotte,	Raleigh,	Durham,	and	Greensboro	from	
passing	local	ordinances	that	expand	protections	
to	LGBT	citizens	in	those	municipalities.	It	also	
specifically	leaves	out	LGBT	people	in	defining	

the	protected	classes	for	discrimination	across	the	
state.”

“They	took	the	lid	off	Pandora’s	Box,	and	
now	they	don’t	know	how	to	get	it	back	on,”	he	
added.

There	are	many	eyebrow-raising	components	
of	HB	186.	First	and	foremost,	the	legislation	
doesn’t	solve	the	problem	that	it	was	allegedly	
intended	to	address,	and	in	many	ways	HB	2	
would	remain	in	place.	Under	the	new	bill,	
the	state	legislature	alone	would	determine	
the	policies	for	private	bathrooms,	and	given	
that	this	is	the	same	Republican-controlled	
General	Assembly	that	passed	HB	2,	that	seems	
to	telegraph	the	legislature’s	intent	to	keep	
transgender	exclusions	intact.	Cities	would	be	
allowed	to	enact	their	own	nondiscrimination	
policies	allowing	trans	people	to	use	the	restroom	
in	all	buildings	owned	by	the	government,	but	
local	governments	wouldn’t	be	permitted	to	do	the	
same	for,	say,	a	restaurant	or	an	amusement	park.

Arkansas Supreme Court 
Strikes Down City’s 
LGBT Protections
—Count	on	2	First,	Andrew	DeMillo,	02/23/17

Because	Little	Rock	protects	LGBT	persons	
while	a	2015	state	law	demands	“uniform	anti-
discrimination	measures	in	the	state,”	Little	Rock’s	
protections	were	judged	to	conflict	with	state	law.

“Arkansas	is	one	of	three	states	that	ban	local	
LGBT	protections.	Tennessee	has	a	similar	ban,	
and	the	prohibition	is	also	part	of	North	Carolina’s	
controversial	law	restricting	which	bathrooms	
transgender	people	can	use.	A	state	appeals	court	
dismissed	a	lawsuit	against	Tennessee’s	ban	in	
2014.	North	Carolina’s	law,	which	prompted	
widespread	boycotts	of	the	state,	is	being	
challenged	in	federal	court.”
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First Amendment
Defense Act

Mary	Emily	O’Hara	of	NBC	News	reports	
that	Senator	Ted	Cruz	of	Texas	and	Senator	
Mike	Lee	of	Utah	expect	a	revision	of	the	First	
Amendment	Defense	Act	(FADA)	“to	succeed	due	
to	a	Republican-controlled	House	and	the	backing	
of	President-elect	Donald	Trump.

“FADA	would	prohibit	the	federal	
government	from	taking	‘discriminatory	action’	
against	any	business	or	person	that	discriminates	
against	LGBTQ	people	.	.	.	[on	the	basis	of]	
two	sets	of	beliefs:	‘(1)	marriage	is	or	should	
be	recognized	as	the	union	of	one	man	and	one	
woman,	or	(2)	sexual	relations	are	properly	
reserved	to	such	a	marriage.’

“Ironically,	the	language	of	the	bill	positions	
the	right	to	discriminate	against	one	class	of	
Americans	as	a	‘first	amendment’	right,	and	bans	
the	government	from	taking	any	form	of	action	to	
curb	such	discrimination—including	withholding	
federal	funds	from	institutions	that	discriminate.	
FADA	allows	individuals	and	businesses	to	sue	
the	federal	government	for	interfering	in	their	
right	to	discriminate	against	LGBTQ	people	and	
would	mandate	the	Attorney	General	defend	the	
businesses”	(“First	Amendment	Defense	Act	
Would	Be	‘Devastating’	for	LGBTQ	Americans,”	
12/20/16).

Hunter,	Daily Kos,	adds,	“The	intentionally	
broadly-written	law	would,	in	other	words,	
enshrine	the	‘right’	of	any	private	business	to	
deny	service	to	gay	Americans	outright	if	they	are	
personally	opposed	to	marriage	equality.	It	would	
not	merely	allow	businesses	to	deny	their	services	
in	same-sex	marriage	ceremonies	themselves:	
it	would	allow	any	business	to	discriminate	
against	any	customer,	gay	or	straight,	for	any	
service,	whether	it	be	selling	them	gasoline	or	a	
hamburger,	if	a	pseudo-religious	reason	can	be	
attached	to	it.

“The	customer	likely	doesn’t	even	have	
to	be	gay.	The	business	can	simply	declare	
that	they	believe	that	customer	might	be	an	

unmarried	fornicator	or	a	single	parent,	or	perhaps	
declare	that	serving	a	particular	customer	might	
nebulously	benefit	some	gay	American	later	on.	
The	law	makes	no	mention	of	religious	beliefs	that	
are	not	hostile	to	LGBT	Americans	or	equality;	
the	religious	belief	declaring	LGBT	equality	to	
be	sinful	is	elevated	as	the	only	government-
protected	religious	belief	on	the	subject	that	
will	be	tolerated”	(“Ted	Cruz	to	Introduce	Bill	
Allowing	Discrimination	against	LGBT	Americans	
Nationwide,” Daily Kos 12/21/16).

Not	content	with	FADA,	Texas	has	also	
introduced	nine	other	anti-LGBT	bills	this	year,	
including	HB	651,	which	“would	allow	legal	
professionals	in	over	65	licensed	occupations	
to	withhold	services	from	LGBTQ	and	other	
communities	on	the	basis	of	“religious	freedom.”	
It	would	release	teachers	from	their	obligation	to	
intervene	if	an	LGBTQ	child	was	being	bullied	or	
harassed,	permit	realtors	to	refuse	to	help	same-sex	
couples	purchase	houses,	and	even	allow	doctors,	
EMTs,	and	health	care	professionals	to	withhold	
lifesaving	care	from	LGBTQ	patients	on	account	
of	their	gender	identity	or	sexual	orientation”	
(Credo	Action	email	3/7/17).

It	is	dangerous	not	to	recognize	how	common-
sensical	such	thinking	is	for	persons	who	detest	
us.		After	all,	discrimination	is	already	legal	for	
religious	institutions;	there	are	no	legally	protected	
classes	for	their	services.		Even	businesses	run	
for	profit	may	discriminate	within	limits.		As	Lisa	
Needham	observes,	businesses	in	Minnesota	“are	
free	to	refuse	service	to	anyone	.	.	.	because	they	
are	inebriated,	or	because	they	proved	difficult	to	
work	with	previously,	or	because	they	came	into	
the	restaurant	too	close	to	closing	time”	(“Hobby	
Lobby’s	Lawyers	Are	Back	at	It,	This	Time	to	
Restrict	LGBTQ	Rights	in	Minnesota,”	Rewire,	
12/8/16).

For	our	enemies,	these	new	bills	merely	
redefine	us	“correctly.”		No	longer	are	we	to	be	
protected;	we	are	now	officially	undesirables	who	
deserve	what	they	get	at	the	hands	of	individuals	
or	businesses.		Our	right	to	sit	at	a	lunch	counter	
is	gone,	and	it	is	only	a	short	step	from	that	status	
to	the	loss	of	our	right	to	own	real	estate,	personal	
property,	and	life	itself.
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Christian Retailer Cuts 
Author from Its Resources

—Bill	Bumpas,	Charlie	Butts,	OneNewsNow,	
10/31/16

A	favorite	author	and	speaker	
among	evangelical	women,	Jen	
Hatmaker	[will	sell	no	more	books	
through]	the	Southern	Baptist	
entity’s	185	stores	and	website.	In	
a	recently	published	interview	with	
Religion	News	Service	she	was	
asked	if,	politically	speaking,	she	supported	“gay	
marriage.”	Following	is	her	response	in	full:

	“From	a	civil	rights	and	civil	liberties	side	
and	from	just	a	human	being	side,	any	two	adults	
have	the	right	to	choose	who	they	want	to	love.	
And	they	should	be	afforded	the	same	legal	
protections	as	any	of	us.	I	would	never	wish	
anything	less	for	my	gay	friends.

“From	a	spiritual	perspective,	since	gay	
marriage	is	legal	in	all	50	states,	our	communities	
have	plenty	of	gay	couples	who,	just	like	the	rest	
of	us,	need	marriage	support	and	parenting	help	
and	Christian	community.	They	are	either	going	to	
find	those	resources	in	the	church	or	they	are	not.

“Not	only	are	these	our	neighbors	and	
friends,	but	they	are	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ.	
They	are	adopted	into	the	same	family	as	the	rest	
of	us,	and	the	church	hasn’t	treated	the	LGBT	
community	like	family.	We	have	to	do	better.”

She	was	also	asked	if	she	thought	an	LGBT	
relationship	“can	be	holy”:

“I	do.	And	my	views	here	are	tender.	This	is	
a	very	nuanced	conversation,	and	it’s	hard	to	nail	
down	in	one	sitting.	I’ve	seen	too	much	pain	and	
rejection	at	the	intersection	of	the	gay	community	
and	the	church.	Every	believer	that	witnesses	that	
much	overwhelming	sorrow	should	be	tender	
enough	to	do	some	hard	work	here.”

Highlights Wakes Up
after 70 Years

A	letter	sent	to	Customer	Relations	at	
Highlights for Children	in	9/2016	reads	as	follows:	
“Our	one	year	old	daughter	loves	Highlights!	
She	carries	her	magazines	all	over	the	house	
and	we	read	them	countless	times	a	day.	One	of	
the	reasons	we	appreciate	Hello	is	the	diversity	
represented—families	of	all	races,	interracial	
families,	and	grandparents.	We	are	consistently	
disappointed,	however,	in	the	complete	lack	of	
same-sex	parents	in	Hello	magazine.	I	think	a	lot	
about	the	things	that	create	culture—the	subtle	and	
not	so	subtle	messages	that	our	kids	get	about	how	
the	world	works.	Since	becoming	a	parent,	I	feel	
keenly	aware	of	the	messages	kids’	books	send	
to	tiny	minds.	There	is	a	deep	need	for	books	that	
positively	reflect	back	the	diversity	of	the	world	
around	us	and	I	hope	that	Highlights	embraces	that	
diversity	because	we	would	
love	to	keep	it	in	our	little	
one’s	life	as	she	grows.”

So Highlights	took	
action.

But	One	Million	
Moms	write	that	“it	is	not	
a	magazines’	[sic]	job	to	
introduce	so	called	[sic]	
‘social	issues’	to	children.	That	is	a	parent’s	role.”

Source:	article	by	Jeff	Taylor,	12/3/16	in	
LGBTQ Nation.

Pope Francis
on the Trans Issue

In	an	interview	last	year	Pope	Francis	said	
that	priests	should	“minister	to	transgender	
Catholics,”	but	he	censured	“what	he	called	the	
‘nasty’	tendency	of	schools	to	‘indoctrinate’	
children	with	the	idea	that	their	gender	is	
something	that	can	be	picked	and	chosen	and	
changed”	(Associated	Press,	“Aboard	the	Papal	
Plane,”	10/2/16).

“‘It’s	one	thing	if	a	person	has	this	tendency	
and	also	changes	sex.	It’s	another	thing	to	teach	
this	in	school	to	change	mentalities.	This	is	what	
I	call	‘ideological	colonization,’”’	Francis	said.”
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Malta Leaps Ahead on 
LGBT Rights

—Frances	D’Emilio,	Associated	Press,	02/02/17

At	age	24,	Alex	Mangion	became	Malta’s	first	
transgender	politician	when	he	won	a	local	office	
on	the	conservative	Nationalists’	ticket,	a	striking	
combination	in	a	country	that	until	recently	had	
been	a	last	bastion	in	western	Europe	of	social	
norms	largely	dictated	by	the	Catholic	church.

.	.	.	“The	Nationalist	Party’s	having	a	
transgender	person	in	the	party	made	people	
realize	it’s	not	conservative”	any	longer,	Mangion,	
now	26,	said.	.	.	.		“There	are	countries	which	we	
had	looked	up	to	.	.	.	and	that	are	said	to	be	very	
progressive,”	Helena	Dalli,	Malta’s	minister	for	
civil	liberties,	said	in	an	interview.	.	.	.	“But	they	
are	asking	us	now,	such	as	Belgium	for	instance,	
whether	they	can	take	our	model	of	law,	the	
gender-identity	law,	so	they	can	model	their	own	
law	on	ours.”		.	.	.	[Also]	Cyprus	and	Greece	.	.	.	
have	expressed	interest	in	the	Maltese	model	for	
transgender	rights.	.	.	.	[And	Japan	has	copied	the	
Maltese	approach	to]	anti-LGBT	bullying.	.	.	.

[T]wo	months	ago,	Malta	became	the	
first	European	nation	to	ban	gay	conversion	
therapy.		The	ban,	which	carries	fines	as	high	
as	10,000	euros	and	jail	terms	of	up	to	one	year	
for	offenders,	won	accolades	from	Maltese	
psychologists	treating	clients	suffering	under	
the	weight	of	social	norms	that	regarded	
homosexuality	as	sinful	or	as	a	kind	of	stigma.

Kyle	Knight,	a	New	York-based	researcher	
for	Human	Rights	Watch,	said	that	what’s	
particularly	admirable	about	Malta’s	LGBT	rights	
laws	is	“not	just	the	result	as	much	as	the	process”	
that	led	to	their	creation.

Members	of	the	LGBT	community,	other	
advocates	and	a	local	human	rights	group	
served	on	a	council	set	up	in	2013	to	advise	the	
government.	Legislation	was	accompanied	by	
directives	that	covered	how	LGBT	people	in	
prison	should	be	treated	and	how	schools	should	
deal	with	bullying	of	transgender	or	gay	students.

Mexico’s . . . Backlash 
against Same-Sex Marriage

—David	Agren,	The Guardian,	12/19/16

Same-sex	couples	have	been	able	to	marry	
in	Mexico	since	2009,	when	the	country’s	capital	
became	the	first	city	in	Latin	America	to	pass	
marriage	equality	laws.	But	in	recent	months,	
a	well-organized	and	well-funded	backlash	has	
emerged,	claiming	credit	for	derailing	a	presidential	
proposal	to	entrench	marriage	equality	in	the	
country’s	constitution.

Excerpts from “A Gay 
Refugee’s Journey . . .”

—	Joshua	Ostroff,	Huff Post What’s Working,	Canada,	
12/28/2016

Bassel	Mcleash,	a	gay	Syrian	refugee,	came	to	
Canada	on	the	Rainbow	Railroad.

The	29-year-old	HIV-positive	man,	who	
once	had	to	keep	his	sexuality	a	secret	to	avoid	
prison,	arrived	in	Toronto	in	May	as	part	of	the	
organization’s	refugee	resettlement	program.	A	few	
weeks	later,	he	was	marching	in	the	city’s	Pride	
Parade	right	next	to	Justin	Trudeau,	the	leader	of	his	
newly	adopted	homeland

.	.	.	When	it	comes	to	the	law	[in	Syria],	if	
you’re	accused	of	being	LGBT	there’s	no	need	even	
for	a	solid	proof.	Just	a	suggestion	or	hint	or	any	
indication	that	you’re	an	LGBT	person	and	you	will	
be	held	.	.	.	captive,	get	investigated,	and	if	they	were	
able	to	prove	it,	you	will	spend	one	to	three	years	[in	
jail]	for	the	first	time	you	get	captured.

.	.	.	If	I	went	back	to	
Syria	at	the	moment,	I	will	
be	dragged	to	serve	the	
military.	If	I	went	there	and	
I	said	that	I’m	HIV	positive,	
I	would	get	a	release	from	
the	military	service	but	I’m	
not	going	to	have	any	social	
rights.	If	I	didn’t	say	that	
I’m	HIV-positive	and	I	went	
to	the	military,	I	would	not	
be	able	to	get	medication.

Macleash (center) next to 
Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau


