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“Our journey is not complete until our gay 
brothers and sisters are treated like anyone else 
under the law – for if we are truly created equal, 
then surely the love we commit to one another 
must be equal as well.”
    —Barack Obama,

 1/21/2013

With sadness we note the passing of Donna Musser 
Parsons on January 8 at the age of 62 after a long 
illness. Donna was co-president of our Chapter in 
2003. She worked professionally as a counselor 

and an advocate for at-risk youth. We extend our 
condolences to Donna’s family, and we are grateful 

for the enthusiastic and caring leadership she brought 
to PFLAG.

Become a Member of 
Youngstown PFLAG

—Toni & Marguerite

The nominating committee is seeking 
members who would like to take a leadership 
role in determining the direction of our local 
organization.

The Board, consisting of  President, Vice-
President, Secretary and Treasurer and three 
board members meet four times a year, usually 
prior to the general membership meeting. If 
you are an idea person and want to get more 
involved in education, advocacy and support 
of parents, children, and friends of LGBTQ 
members who live in our community, our state, 
and the nation, please consider putting your 
name forward to Toni

Schildcrout at toni@schildcrout.net.
Members: please expect a personal 

contact from Toni as we desire to expand the 
impact in all of 
our communities 
within the greater 
Youngstown Area 
community. We need 
your involvement.

Another great 
reason to join 
PFLAG locally is 
access to resources 
offered by the 
National PFLAG.

PFLAG National 
Convention 2013

October 24-27, 2013

PFLAG National announces that its 2013 
convention “will be 
held at the Mayflower 
Renaissance, a 
Marriott hotel in the 
heart of Washington 
DC. Blocks away from 
both the White House 
and Dupont Circle—
not to mention the 
National office—we 
have secured terrific 
rates and discounts for 
participants.”

The recently launched PFLAG Academy 
Online is offering topics such as Votetocracy, 
Facilitation Skills and a review , in partnership 
with GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education 
Network) on school climate for LGBT youth. A 
quick and easy membership form is included in 
this newsletter.
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Pride Festival 2013
—Anita  Davis

Mark your calendars for June 7 & 8, 2013.  
That’s the date for the fifth annual Youngstown 
Pride Festival.  The year’s festival is expanding 
to two days.  It will once again be on the square 
in downtown Youngstown.  The organizers are 
looking for entertainers, gay/straight, drag queens, 
singers, comedians, dancers, etc., to schedule 
fifteen hours of stage time.  In addition, organizers 
have stated that they are seeking LGBT veterans 
and active service personnel, to march in this 
year’s parade.  Last year saw many firsts taking 
place in Youngstown during the festival—10 
GLBT couples wedded, the gay flag flying on the 
square, and the city’s mayor opening the festival.  
Organizers are hoping to make the festival 
bigger and better but state they need the help of 
all local LGBT residents, businesses, and social 
agencies to bring about these changes.  Those 
interested in volunteering/performing and/or 
marching in the parade should go to the website, 
“prideyoungstown.org” for more information.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Sunday, March 10, McClurg Rd and Market 

Street, Boardman Ohio.  Be there at 11:00.  Parade 
starts at 1:00.

Ursuline Sisters HIV/
AIDS Ministry
Fund-Raiser

Thursday, March 7, 6-9 p.m.
Stambaugh Auditorium

1000 Fifth Ave, Youngstown, Ohio 44504

$50 ticket for the best food, wine, and 
craft beer in town, and help raise money for our 
children’s program. $350 for table of 8. Sponsored 
by the Youngstown Area Grocers Association.

Call Brigid Kennedy at 330-792-7636 x318 
for tickets or visit tiny.cc/winebeer to buy online. 
Over 100 wines and 50 beers, and there is always 
something new to try. Auction items are coming 
in too: Rust Belt Brewing company tour & tasting 
(with swag & take home beer); teeth whitening 
system from Dr. John Rothrauff; MVR/YSU 
basket; Rulli Brothers basket; lots of restaurants, 
hotels, hair & beauty items.

Calendar
March 6: Pride Center meeting at Stonewall Cen-

ter , 1523 Poland Ave.
March 7: Mahoning Valley Stonewall Dems meet-

ing at Stonewall Center
March 10: St. Patrick’s Day Parade (see left col-

umn)
March 16: Steel Valley Bears St. Patrick’s Day 

Party
March 20: Tentative date for staff training at 

Chaney HS.  Check with Marguerite.
March 20: Deadline for submission of articles and 

ads for the Pride Center’s Mahoning Valley 
Out News.   email: valleyoutnews@hotmail.
com

March 24: Exiles: Mr. Mineshaft Leather contest
June 7-8: Pride Festival (see left column)
October 23-27: National PFLAG Convention (see 

p. 1)
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Diego Sanchez
(Photo: Marilyn Humphries)

From the Desk
of Jody Huckaby

Dear PFLAG Leaders:

I am proud to announce that we have named 
Diego Miguel Sanchez as our new Director of 
Policy.

A native of Augusta, GA and long-time 
Massachusetts resident, Diego was most recently 
Senior Policy Advisor to Congressman Barney 
Frank. Diego 
made history with 
that appointment 
being the first 
openly transgender 
person to work 
as a legislative 
staff member on 
Capitol Hill. Prior 
to his four years 
in DC, Diego 
spent five years as 
Director of Public 
Relations and 
External Affairs at 
the AIDS Action 
Committee of 
Massachusetts, 
and AIDS Action 
Council, DC. Prior to moving into the nonprofit 
sector, Diego worked in global public relations, 
marketing, and diversity management at world 
headquarters of Fortune 500 companies.

“Diego is a great fit for our organization,” 
said PFLAG National Executive Director Jody 
Huckaby, “He brings decades of corporate, 
political, and nonprofit advocacy experience on 
issues from workplace diversity and inclusion, 
to marriage equality, to HIV prevention and 
LGBT health. The PFLAG voice is a crucial part 
of creating policy that is inclusive of our LGBT 
loved ones, and Diego has an innate understanding 
of the part that voice plays in moving equality 
forward.”

President Honors
PFLAG Founder

“PFLAG founder, Jeanne Manford, was 
posthumously awarded the 2012 Presidential 
Citizens Medal by President Obama at a White 
House ceremony on Friday, February 15,” reports 
Don Rowinsky in his Stonewall Democrats 
Newsletter. “Mrs. Manford passed away on 
January 8 of this year, at the age of 92. She 
publicly fought for respect for her gay son and 
eventually formed a group to support their gay 
children, PFLAG.”

PFLAG National reports further, “When 
Jeanne Manford learned that her son Morty 
had been badly beaten up at a gay rights 
demonstration, nobody would have faulted her 
for bringing him home, holding him close, and 
just focusing on her child,” said President Obama.  
“But instead . . . she took to the streets with a 
simple message: No matter who her son was, no 
matter who he loved, she loved him.”

The President personally selected Mrs. 
Manford as one of the eighteen recipients of 
the medal, which is the second-highest civilian 

award in our 
country, and 
recognizes 
individuals 
“whose 
service 
has had a 
sustained 
impact on 
others’ lives 
and provided 

inspiration for others to serve.” Today’s ceremony 
marks only the second time an individual has been 
honored for advancing lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) rights.

Upon the presentation of the medal to 
Suzanne, the President’s military aid announced,

“For insisting that equality knows no bounds 
of sexual orientation or gender identity, the United 
States honors Jeanne Manford.”
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It’s Legal in Washington
—http://www.seattlepi.com/news/us/article/Same-sex-couples-in-WA-

start-taking-wedding-vows-4103016.php?utm_medium=email&utm_
source=newsletter&utm_campaign=cheatsheet_morning&cid=newslet-

ter%3Bemail%3Bcheatsheet_morning&utm_term=Cheat%20Sheet

The state of Washington passed a law 
legalizing same-sex marriage in 2012, and 
Governor Gregoire signed it in February 2012, but 
it “was put on hold pending the outcome of the 
election.”  A referendum was held asking voters 
to approve or disapprove the new law. “Nearly 54 
percent of voters approved the measure,” and on 
December 9 the weddings began.

Same-Sex 
Military Benefits

—Katie McDonough  http://www.salon.
com/2013/02/06/pentagon_extends_limited_benefits_

to_gay_couples/
The Pentagon is set to extend certain 

benefits to the spouses of gay military personnel. 
But the full medical, dental, and housing 
allowances gay military couples have been 
fighting for will likely remain out of reach, at 
least for now.The new benefits introduced by the 
Pentagon may include granting military IDs to 
gay spouses, extending some housing privileges, 
and opening access to base recreational facilities. 
This is [Defense Secretary Leon E.] Panetta’s 
third landmark policy change during his tenure, 
including the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” in 
2011 and, most recently, lifting the ban on women 
in combat.

2 NFL Football Players 
Speak Out

for Gay Marriage
Excerpted from the SF Chronicle, March 1, 2013

Two pro football players who have been 
outspoken advocates for gay marriage have 
added their voices to those calling for the U.S. 
Supreme Court to strike down California’s ban on 

gay marriage. “For too long, professional sports 
have been the bastion of bigotry, intolerance, and 
small-minded prejudice toward sexual orientation 
just as they had been to racial differences decades 
earlier” lawyers for Brendon Ayanbadejo and 
Chris Kluwe said in a filing to the court.

That attitude is starting to change, they said, 
as sports leagues, teams, and players “are finally 
speaking out against homophobia” and “tolerance 
is becoming the message in the locker rooms.”

Still not one male professional athlete in a 
major sport has come out as gay, and the court’s 
ruling will reverberate through the sports world as 
it will through the entire nation, the lawyers said.
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PFLAG National
 Supports

Same-Sex Marriage
According to an email from PFLAG National, 

the organization has “filed an amicus brief [with 
the Supreme Court] in support of the plaintiffs in 
the landmark Perry v. Hollingsworth case.”

The brief argues three points: that 
“Proposition 8 dishonors gay men and lesbians, 
that “domestic partnership is no substitute for 
marriage,” and that “same-sex marriage does not 
pose any risks to opposite-sex marriage.”

Republicans Sign Brief in 
Support of Gay Marriage
—Sheryl Gay Stolberg, February 25, 2013, The New 

York Times

WASHINGTON — Dozens of prominent Repub-
licans—including top advisers to former President 
George W. Bush, four former governors, and two 
members of Congress—have signed a legal brief 
arguing that gay people have a constitutional right 
to marry, a position that . . . reflects the civil war 
in the party since the November election.

The document will be submitted this week to 
the Supreme Court in support of a suit seeking to 
strike down Proposition 8 . . . and all similar bans. 
The court will hear back-
to-back arguments [in 
March] in that case and 
another pivotal gay rights 
case that challenges the 
1996 federal Defense of 
Marriage Act.

The Proposition 
8 case already has a 
powerful conservative 
supporter: Theodore 
B. Olson, the former 
solicitor general under 
Mr. Bush and one of 

the suit’s two lead lawyers. The . . . friend-of-
the-court brief is being filed with Mr. Olson’s 
blessing. It argues, as he does, that same-sex 
marriage promotes family values by allowing 
children of gay couples to grow up in two-parent 
homes and that it advances conservative values of 
“limited government and maximizing individual 
freedom.”

Legal analysts said the brief has the potential 
to sway conservative justices as much for the 
prominent names attached to it as for its legal 
arguments. The list of signers includes a string of 
Republican officials and influential thinkers—75 
as of [Feb. 24]—who are not ordinarily associated 
with gay rights advocacy, including some who are 
speaking out for the first time and others who have 
changed their previous positions.

. . . . . . . . .
Some high-profile Republicans who support 

same-sex marriage—including Laura Bush, the 
former first lady; Dick Cheney, the former vice 
president; and Colin L. Powell, a former secretary 
of state—were not on the list as of Monday.

. . . . . . . . .
“The die is cast on this issue when you look 

at the percentage of younger voters who support 
gay marriage,” said Steve Schmidt, who was 
a senior adviser to . . . John McCain, and who 
signed the brief. “As Dick Cheney said years ago, 
‘Freedom means freedom for everybody.’”

. . . . . . . . .
Tom Goldstein, publisher of Scotusblog, 

a Web site that analyzes 
Supreme Court cases, said 
the amicus filing “has the 
potential to break through 
and make a real difference. 
. . . The person who is going 
to decide this case, if it’s 
going to be close, is going 
to be a conservative justice 
who respects traditional 
marriage but nonetheless is 
sympathetic to the claims 
that this is just another form 
of hatred.”

FYI
The American Family 

Association has clarified the 
same-sex marriage contest:  

“. . . [S]ecular fundamentalists 
and homosexual activists . . . 

are the source of the real hatred 
and bigotry in the debate over 

sexuality and marriage.”
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Family Institute Freaks at 
Obama’s Intrusion
into Illinois Politics

On January 14 the Illinois Senate approved 
a bill legalizing same-sex marriage. “‘Were the 
president still in the Illinois State Legislature, he 
would support this measure that would treat all 
Illinois couples equally,’ White House spokesman 
Shin Inouye told Reuters regarding the chief 
executive’s official endorsement,” writes Charlie 
Butts of One News Now (Thursday, January 03, 
2013).

Laurie Higgins, spokesperson for the Illinois 
Family Institute, argues that if fairness is the 
objective, the bill is superfluous since marriage 
is already available to all, its “central defining 
feature” being “gender and 
sexual complementarity.” 
“Those who choose to make 
their same-sex attraction at 
the center of their identity are 
choosing not to participate in 
this institution,” she says—
adding: “Really they’re actually 
asking to be treated special 
[sic].”

Rhode Island Approaches 
Marriage Equality

Although on January 14 a same-sex marriage 
bill passed the Rhode Island House (led by openly 
gay Gordon D. Fox) 51 to 19, its fate in the Senate 
is uncertain (originally scheduled to be decided on 
Valentine’s Day).

Governor Lincoln Cafee urges passage, 
pointing out that Rhode Island’s being the only 

New England State where 
same-sex marriage is illegal may 
have economic consequences. 
“We are in intense competition 
with Connecticut, New York 
and Massachusetts. . . . We 
are all in the same economy. 
We have to have the same 
welcome mat at our door that 
our neighbors have.”  Chaffee 
admitted that his conviction 

was not based on actual discussions with business 
leaders; “It is more of a sense that I have,” the 
governor said. “Innovative ideas spring out 
of certain atmospheres.”  Bloomberg’s Annie 
Linskey suggests that the 2002 book The Rise of 
the Creative Class, by Richard Florida, may be 
partly responsible for the governor’s belief.  In 
an interview, Florida said, “Gay-friendly places, 
because they are gay-friendly, are open to smart 
people who might be gay or straight. They are 
generally more open-minded. With restrictive 
laws, you are hanging out a sign saying ‘geeks 
and entrepreneurs not welcome here.’”

Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-02-06/gay-
marriage-to-help-economy-says-ri-governor.html

On Jan. 1 Maryland 
became “the first state 

south of the Mason 
Dixon line to legalize 

marriage equality” 
(PFLAG National).

60 Business Firms
Support Gay Marriage

—Roger Parloff
FORTUNE—On Thursday, dozens of American cor-
porations, including Apple, Alcoa, Facebook, eBay, 
Intel, and Morgan Stanley will submit an amicus brief 
in the landmark Hollingsworth v. Perry case broadly 
arguing to the U.S. Supreme Court that laws banning 
same-sex marriages, like California’s ballot initiative 
Proposition 8, are unconstitutional under the Due Pro-
cess and Equal Protection Clauses.

According to a draft copy obtained by 
Fortune, the companies argue that such laws 
“send an unmistakable signal that same-sex 

couples are in some way inferior to opposite-sex 
couples, a proposition that is anathema to amici’s 
commitment to equality and fair treatment to all.”

At least 60 companies had committed to 
signing the brief as of [Feb. 26.] (See more at http://
features.blogs.fortune.cnn.com/2013/02/26/corporate-america-gay-
marriage/?iid=SF_F_River#sthash.DZk7siYF.dpuf.)
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France for Marriage
— http://www.straitstimes.com/breaking-news/world/

story/lower-house-french-parliament-approves-gay-
marriage-law-20130213

PARIS (AFP) - France on Tuesday came a 
step closer to legalizing gay marriage when the 
lower house of parliament approved a highly 
controversial bill allowing same-sex couples to 
wed and adopt children.

The legislation, a key election pledge of 
Socialist President Francois Hollande, was passed 
by 329 votes to 229 in the National Assembly 

and must now win final approval in the Senate, or 
upper house of parliament.

The vote came ten days after lawmakers 
overwhelmingly voted to adopt its key article 
which redefines marriage as a contract between 
two people rather than between a man and a 
woman.

With opinion polls having consistently shown 
that a comfortable majority of the French support 
gay marriage, Mr. Hollande could never have 
anticipated that a promise he made in his election 
manifesto last year would generate so much 
controversy.

The Washington Post points out that although 
the French Senate is expected to pass the bill, it 
will still face constitutional challenges, for the 

Uruguay for Marriage
— The Huffington Post/The Associated Press 
(12/11)  http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/ecyXDk-
kowQeWiHgwfCwmawcOlzfD?format=stan-

dard, 

Uruguay’s lower house of Congress 
has approved marriage equality legislation. 
The bill now heads to the Senate, where it is 
expected to pass despite opposition from the 
country’s Roman Catholic Church.

Mexico for Marriage
—Washington Blade (Washington, D.C.) (12/6)

http://www.washingtonblade.com/2012/12/06/mexi-
can-supreme-court-rules-against-same-sex-marriage-

ban/
The Mexican Supreme Court handed 

marriage equality advocates a potentially 
sweeping victory this week when it invalidated a 
law in the state of Oaxaca that forbid marriages 
for same-sex couples. The case is the third 
precedent-setting development that could lead to 
legal marriage for gays and lesbians throughout 
the country.

opposition to it is bitter and widespread:
The lay opposition [Demo for All] was backed by 

France’s main Roman Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, 
Jewish and Buddhist clerical authorities, who testified 
in a rare joint appearance before a parliamentary 
commission. But the vocal protests and street 
demonstrations came from the main conservative 
political coalition, the Union for a Popular Movement, 
and from Demo for All, as religious leaders sought to 
keep their distance.

Conservative opponents in the National Assembly 
introduced 4,999 amendments as a delaying tactic, 
and all of them were beaten down during 110 hours 
of parliamentary debate spread over 10 days and 
nights. The often raucous debate ended at 5:40 a.m. 
Saturday. Although passage was never in doubt, 
conservative leaders said the marathon was necessary 
to register their opposition and give voice to a broad 
disapproval across French society.   (http://www.
washingtonpost.com/world/europe/lower-house-of-
french-parliament-authorizes-same-sex-marriage-gay-
adoptions/2013/02/12/7aa9824a-7533-11e2-aa12-
e6cf1d31106b_story.html)

Women pose during a demonstration for the government project 
to legalize same-sex marriage and adoption for same-sex couples 

in Paris on Jan. 27. (Benjamin Girette/Associated Press)
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State, National Groups 
Sit Out Marriage Effort 

in Ohio
—Don Rowinsky

A couple trying to gather nearly 400,000 
signatures to put a marriage equality question 
on a statewide ballot in Ohio have raised 
just $32,000 in the first nine months of their 
campaign, and both Equality Ohio and the 
Human Rights Campaign have declined to 
be involved in the effort. Elyzabeth Holford, 
executive director of Equality Ohio, said the 
group isn’t convinced 2013 is the year to put 
the question to the state’s voters. The campaign 
could cost more than $10 million, according to 
some estimates.

Move to National 
Electronic Health Records 

Potentially Risky for 
LGBT Patients

—Saturday, 09 February 2013, Alyssa Fleck   http://
www.truth-out.org/news/item/14162-the-ad-

vent-of-national-electronic-health-records-a-potential-
ly-risky-proposition-for-lgbt-populations

Information sharing in medicine and 
health care [through digitized health records] is 
undergoing major changes in the United States, 
but if these changes are improperly managed, 
there could be devastating repercussions. 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
populations—which already experience staggering 
health care inequalities—have the potential to be 
hit especially hard by these reforms.
Warren [Barbara Warren, the director of LGBT 
health services at Beth Israel Medical Center 
in New York City] said some of her patients 
would be happy coming out to their chosen 
New York City-based providers, but feared 

the repercussions of, for instance, winding up 
unconscious in an emergency room in a less 
gay-friendly region in the United States with 
that information on their record.

. . . . . . . . . 
Shane Snowdon, director of Health and Aging 
at the Human Rights Campaign in DC and 
author of the Joint Commission LGBT Field 
Guide . . . said when it comes to EHRs, the 
question should not be one of status—i.e. 
“gay” or “bisexual”—but rather the specific 
identification of a person’s relationships. 
Labels, she said, are irrelevant to a person’s 
health care without a deeper understanding of 
their behavior and lifestyle:

“Sexual behavior is completely different than sexual 
orientation,” said Snowdon, echoing the statistics about 
heterosexual men provided by Makadon. “Sexual 
orientation is not useful medical information.”

[Further,] “in doctors’ offices we’re confronted with 
clipboards that only offer ‘single,’ ‘married,’ ‘widowed,’ 
‘divorced’—that’s completely wrong for health care,” 
she said. “It’s amazing how many clinics have no idea 
that they should be asking not about marital status, but 
about relationship status.”

“EHRs need to have the ability to identify same-sex 
partnerships,” she continued. “They have a box in the 
EHR for marital status; they just need to add ‘partner’ 
. . . you want to know who the person is in the waiting 
room. That has a much more real-life impact.”

Snowdon also said there must be a way to account for 
an individual’s exact medical history—not merely the 
label “transgender,” for example, but the specifics of 
status and anatomy for that person.

“There should be a way to say this is what I was born, 
this is how I want to be honored and accommodated,” 
said Snowdon. “A lot of transgender people want that 
and want to give it. They would like to take control of 
their situation, but providers get really confused.

Kansas Supreme Courts 
Supports Gay Adoption

—Don Rowinsky

The Kansas state supreme court made a 
landmark ruling that same-sex couples are to be 
allowed to adopt. In addition it ruled that when a 
same-sex couple has a child together, both parents 
can be fully recognized as parents under Kansas 
state law.
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Bullying, the Gift That 
Keeps Giving

—Tom Copeland

A Finnish questionnaire study of 2,540 boys 
found that victims of bullies at age 8 often suffered 
from anxiety and antisocial personality disorders 
between age 18 and age 23 while eight-year-old 
bullies tended to develop antisocial personality 
disorder later in life.  These tendencies increased in 
proportion to the frequency of bullying.

The Journal of the American Medical 
Association reports that a more recent study of 
bullying in school, although not addressing the 
issue of frequency, confirms this earlier study.  
It tracks 1,420 North Carolina school children 
from age 9 to young adulthood, with multiple 
assessments.  The specific results published in 
the online summary can be seen in the following 
incomplete table, where the percentage is the 
prevalence of the disorder in comparison with 
individuals who were not involved in bullying 
as children.  (Read “%” as “% higher than those 
without history of bullying.”)
 

Bullies Bully/Victims
Panic Disorder 14.5%
Depression 4.8%
Suicidal 
Thoughts

(men) 18.5%

Agoraphobia (women) 26.7%
Antisocial Per-
sonality Disor-
ders

14.1% 

 
Sources: http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/20/effects-of-bullying-
last-into-adulthood-study-finds/
http://archpsyc.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=1654916

The court explained that Kansas parentage 
laws apply equally to women and non-biological 
parents, and that courts must consider the reality 
of who a child’s parents are in order to protect 
the interests of children. With this ruling, Kansas 
joins a number of other US states in ruling that 
when two people bring a child into the world 
and then raise that child as co-parents, the law 
should treat both of them as the child’s parents, 
regardless of gender or biology.

Benedict
the Peace-Maker?

—http://www.queerty.com/pope-gay-marriage-world-
day-of-peace-20121214/#comments

Pope Benedict took the opportunity provided 
by The World Day of Peace to condemn same-sex 
marriage:

There is also a need to acknowledge and promote the 
natural structure of marriage as the union of a man and 
a woman in the face of attempts to make it juridically 
equivalent to radically different types of union. Such 
attempts actually harm and help to destabilize marriage, 
obscuring its specific nature and its indispensable role in 

society.These principles are not truths of faith, nor are 
they simply a corollary of the right to religious freedom. 
They are inscribed in human nature itself, accessible to 
reason and thus common to all humanity. The Church’s 
efforts to promote them are not therefore confessional 
in character, but addressed to all people, whatever 
their religious affiliation. Efforts of this kind are all the 
more necessary the more these principles are denied or 
misunderstood, since this constitutes an offence against 
the truth of the human person, with serious harm to 
justice and peace.

Full story here: http://www.queerty.com/pope-gay-
marriage-world-day-of-peace-20121214/#ixzz2KnHucv91

Read more at http://www.queerty.com/
pope-gay-marriage-world-day-of-peace-
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Boy Scouts to Acquiesce?
A conservative online news agency reports 

that a “proposal under consideration by the Boy 
Scouts of America, announced [January 28], 
would remove sexual orientation from the national 
membership restriction, and permit 
regional counsels to make their own 
decisions about membership” (http://
onenewsnow.com//culture/2013/01/29/a-plea-to-
scouts-don%E2%80%99t-let-the-%E2%80%98bad-

guys%E2%80%99-win).
The report quotes a January 

28 statement from the Boy Scouts’ 
leadership:

Currently, the BSA is discussing 

potentially removing the national membership restriction 
regarding sexual orientation. This would mean there 
would no longer be any national policy regarding sexual 
orientation, but that the chartered organizations that 
oversee and deliver Scouting would accept membership 
and select leaders consistent with their organization’s 
mission, principles, or religious beliefs. BSA members 
and parents would be able to choose a local unit which 
best meets the needs of their families.

The policy change under discussion would allow 
the religious, civic, or educational organizations that 
oversee and deliver Scouting to determine how to 
address this issue. The Boy Scouts would not, under any 
circumstances, dictate a position to units, members, or 
parents. . . .

This statement was released only three 
days after Natasha Barsotti reported that the 
BSA threatened to disown Cub Scout Pack 442 
in Maryland unless they recanted their current 
policy: “Pack 442 WILL NOT discriminate 
against any individual or family based on race, 
religion, national origin, ability, or sexual 
orientation” (http://www.xtra.ca/blog/national/post/2013/01/25/

Boy-Scouts-threaten-Maryland-cub-pack-with-removal.aspx).
Barsotti adds,

The CEOs of AT&T and Ernst & Young have also 
called for an end to the Boy Scouts’ anti-gay policies. 
AT&T’s Randall Stephenson and Ernst & Young’s James 
Turley both sit on the national board of the Boy Scouts 
of America.

Over the past several months, a number of corporate 
entities, including Intel, UPS, and United Way have 
decided to pull their support for the Boy Scouts because 
of their discriminatory policy. More recently, the Merck 
Foundation issued a statement indicating that it too will 
stop funding the Boy Scouts.

“The BSA’s policy of exclusion directly conflicts with 
the Merck Foundation’s giving guidelines,” Merck says 
on its website. “On that basis the Merck Foundation has 
decided to suspend funding to the BSA. The decision 
to suspend support applies to direct funding from the 
Merck Foundation, the matching of gifts from Merck 
employees, and paid time off for volunteering.

Conservative groups fear that by “caving 
in” on this issue, the Boy Scouts will dilute the 

meaning and force of the scouts’ 
oath about being “morally straight” 
and will frighten parents who would 
have reservations about having a 
gay scoutmaster take their children 
into the woods.  “And,” adds Peter 
LaBarbera of Americans for Truth 
about Homosexuality, “you don’t 
want homosexual Boy Scouts either, 

Gender-Neutral
Swedish Toy Ads
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Membership Form

 When you join Youngstown PFLAG you are supporting families in the Mahoning Valley  as well 
as the work of  national PFLAG which provides us with many resources.
	 PFLAG	National’s	 fiscal	 year	begins	October	1.	We	do	not	prorate	membership	dues.	From	
your	$25	dues,	we	must	send	$15	to	National,	and	our	chapter	keeps	the	remaining	$10.	 	There	 is	
no	extra	charge	to	receive	our	quarterly	newsletter	by	email.	Your	additional	tax	deductible	donation	
helps	our	chapter	provide	funds	for	our	programs,	brochures,	supplies,	meeting	expenses,	and	dues	
to	Help	Hotline.	Please	print	this	form	and	mail	it	with	your	check	to	the	address	below.	We	need	your	
continuing	support.	Thank	you!

(          )   New
(          )   Renewal
(										)			Change	of	contact	information.	Please	fill	in	form	below.	
(										)			$25.00		Household	membership	for	fiscal	year	2012-13
(										)			$5.00		Newsletter	postal	subscription	(if	you	cannot	receive	it	electronically)
(          )   $______ Additional donation

Check enclosed for $________

Please	make	your	check	payable	to	Youngstown	Area	PFLAG,	and	include	your	NAME,	ADDRESS,	
EMAIL	ADDRESS,	and	PHONE	NUMBER.

Name___________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Email	_______________________						Phone____________________

Submissions
The Youngstown Area PFLAG Rag needs your 

input.  There are four annual issues, having the 
following deadlines: March 1, June 1, September 1, 
December 1.  Send submissions (including pictures) to 
tcopeland@neo.rr.com or to

 Youngstown Area PFLAG
 313 N. Belle Vista Ave.
 Youngstown, OH  44509

Disclaimer
The views expressed 
in these pages are not 

necessarily those of the 
executive board, editor, or 

chapter.

Meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of 
every month at 6:30 
in the Parish House 
of St. John’s Epis-
copal Church (lower 
level), 323 Wick Av-
enue, Youngstown, 
OH.

because you don’t want to have one homosexual 
Scout going around telling everybody about his 
homosexuality and how he’s out and proud and 

everything. You don’t want that influence of 
deviant sexuality among the boys itself [sic]” (See 
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/content/anti-gay-activists-slam-boy-

scouts-endorsing-deviant-sexuality).


