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National Election 
Protection Hotline

Voting Information
If you are voting in person early or on Election 

Day or using an absentee ballot and have an issue 
with the process or have any questions or problems, 
information is available by calling 866-OurVote 
(866-687-8683). Know your rights. 

TransEquality.org also includes a voting rights 
issue page “Voting While Trans” checklist specific 
to each state and also refers people to the hotline 
mentioned above.

Join Us in a New Way
to Gather Together

Greetings, Youngstown Area PFLAG 
family. During this time of social distancing 
and stay-at-home orders, Youngstown Area 
PFLAG will not be holding in-person support 
meetings till further notice. We are available, 
though, for those who need support and 
resources. For immediate support or resources 
such as food assistance, call 211 (Help Network) 
You may reach PFLAG if you or an LGBTQ 
friend or family member have non-emergency 
needs from our Facebook page, Youngstown 
Area PFLAG, or through our contact email, 
<youngstownareapflag@gmail.com>.

Youngstown Area PFLAG invites you 
to a new way to meet together as we safely 
attend to this coronavirus pandemic. PFLAG 
National has provided us with a Zoom account, 
with all the safety bells and whistles, and we 
want to take advantage of this technology to 
meet and discuss so much that has happened 
since we were together at our March meeting. 
Our Zoom gathering will be held October13 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. If you are available and 
would like to join this virtual support group 
meeting, please let us know by October 12 
and you will be sent the information needed to 
participate, either by phone or on the device 
of your choosing. Please send your request 
to join with your email contact information 
to <youngstownareapflag@gmail.com>. We 
look forward to being together. Stay safe and 
healthy.

“This is the most important election of our lifetime. So much is at 
stake. Lives are literally on the line if we don’t vote this year. As a 
queer Latinx man, it is my privilege to get to work on the PFLAG 
Votes campaign, and my hope that it inspires others to do all they 

can to make a plan to vote: by mail, early vote, or on November 3rd.”
—Filmmaker Nick Odeano (PFLAG National email, 9/4/20)

Our Meeting Place
St. John’s Episcopal Church

Our future virtual 
support group 
meetings are

Oct. 13, Nov. 10, and 
Dec. 8

President
   Toni Schildcrout
Vice-President
   Marguerite Felice
Secretary
   Jan Baharis
Treasurer
   Steve Schildcrout
Board Members
   Jeff Vargo
   Lisa White
Newsletter Editor
   Tom Copeland

Our Meeting Place
St. John’s Episcopal Church
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What Is PFLAG?

Our Vision
We, the parents, families, and friends of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons, 
celebrate diversity and envision a society that 
embraces everyone, including those of diverse 
sexual orientations and gender identities. Only with 
respect, dignity, and equality for all will we reach 
our full potential as human beings, individually and 
collectively. PFLAG welcomes the participation and 
support of all who share in, and hope to realize this 
vision. 

Our Mission
 PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons, their 
families and friends through support, to cope with 
an adverse society; education, to enlighten an ill-in-
formed public; and advocacy, to end discrimination 
and to secure equal civil rights. Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays provides opportunity for 
dialogue about sexual orientation and gender identity, 
and acts to create a society that is healthy and respect-
ful of human diversity.

Our Strategic Goals
1. Build the capacity of our organization at every level 

so that we may have all the resources, in the form 
of information, people, and funding, necessary to 
move forward in our work with the greatest possible 
effect.

2. Create a world in which our young people may 
grow up and be educated with freedom from fear 
of violence, bullying, and other forms of discrimi-
nation, regardless of their real or perceived gender 
identity or sexual orientation or that of their fami-
lies.

3. Make our vision and our message accessible to the 
broadest range of ethnic and cultural communities, 
ending the isolation of families with lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender family members within 
those communities.

4. Work toward full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender persons within their chosen com-
munities of faith.

5. Create a society in which all LGBT persons may 
openly and safely pursue the career path of their 
choice, and may be valued and encouraged to grow 

to their full potential in the workplace.
6. Create a society in which all lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender persons may enjoy, in every aspect 
of their lives, full civil and legal equality and may 
participate fully in all the rights, privileges, and 
obligations of full citizenship in this country.

We welcome the participation and support of all who 
share in our Vision and Mission and who hope to 
realize our goals. 

—See more at: http://community.pflag.org/page.aspx-
?pid=237#sthash.WpB2s9T6.dpuf

Join or Renew Your 
Membership 

Do it now so we won’t have to bother you 
with more reminders!

—Steve Schildcrout

These may be COVID times, but your PFLAG 
is still at work holding virtual chapter meetings, 
participating in coalition with other local groups on 
our shared educational and advocacy issues, and 
staying prepared for the future. We still need your 
support and participation.

Our new fiscal year began this October 1. Take 
advantage of paying electronically and securely by 
credit or debit card (or PayPal) from our Website 
<https://www.youngstownpflag.org/membership>. 
Click on “Join/Donate,” and proceed. If we don’t have 
your current contact information, please send an email 
to <YoungstownAreaPFLAG@gmail.com> with the 
information requested below. You may email us also 
if you have questions about dues or your membership 
status.

As a benefit of membership you will receive 
our quarterly newsletter by email. Please consider an 
additional tax-deductible donation, which will fund 
our local programs, brochures, and supplies. If it 
would be too difficult (because of COVID affecting 
your finances or other reasons) to pay at the regular 
$25 personal level now, please choose the $15 level 
for membership. Your confidentiality will be respected 
as always. We send National PFLAG $15 out of your 
dues. Locally, we are all volunteers with no paid staff, 
and we depend on your continuing help in furthering 
LGBTQ equality. Thank you!
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Submissions
The Youngstown Area PFLAG Rag 

needs your input.  Deadlines are March 1, 
June 1, September 1, December 1.  Send 
submissions (including pictures) to  
tcopeland@neo.rr.com or to

 Youngstown Area PFLAG
 313 N. Belle Vista Ave.
 Youngstown, OH  44509

If you pay by check, please include the information requested below, although printing the form is 
not necessary. 

Membership levels: 
( ) $25 Household (includes membership in National PFLAG) 
( ) $15 Student/Low Income (includes membership in National PFLAG)
( ) $45 Nonprofit organization 
( ) $75 Corporate sponsorship 
( ) $_________ Additional donation
Total payment $___________ 
(Make your check payable to Youngstown Area PFLAG.)
Name___________________________________________________
Postal Address________________________________________________________________
Email _______________________ Phone (optional)____________________
Mail to 
Youngstown Area PFLAG, 2201 Goleta Ave., Youngstown, OH 44504.

Amazon Shopping Supports 
PFLAG

Help Youngstown PFLAG 
while shopping on Amazon.com 
by clicking the “Shop” button at 
<www.youngstownpflag.org> for 
an active link to the Amazon site 
or by using this link: http://smile.
amazon.com/ch/34-1783833. Amazon will make a 
donation to our chapter for every purchase you make, 
with no extra cost to you or to us.

Disclaimer
The views expressed in these pages are not 
necessarily those of the executive board, 

editor, or chapter.

NABWMT Brother to 
Brother Sunday Rap

Sunday, October 4, 2020
at 6 p.m. EDT

Call moderated by
Preston Shumaker, Psy.D, LCSW
Bruce Menapace, Ph.D.

Join Zoom Meeting Video
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82731336766
Meeting ID: 827 3133 6766 

Join Zoom Meeting audio only
Dial by your location:
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
Meeting ID: 827 3133 6766
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Our Organizational Members

Mahoning County Voter’s 
Guide to Candidates

and Ballot Issues 2020
A non-partisan Voter’s Guide to issues and 

candidates for the November 3, 2020 election is 
being made available to voters by the League of 
Women Voters of Greater Youngstown at <lwvgy.
com/Guidehtml>.

Mahoning Matters has also published 
guides for Trumbull and Columbiana counties at 
<mahoningmatters.com>.

Register, educate, then vote your values.

YSU Celebrates Pride
—Jan Baharis

Youngstown Area PFLAG will join the 
Youngstown State University Student Government 
to celebrate Pride on Thursday, October 15, 
2020.  The event is sponsored by the YSU Student 
Government and will be held at the Chestnut 
Room in Kilcawley Center from 2:00-6:00 p.m.  
PFLAG will be among the participants sharing 
information on LGBTQ services and issues.  
Limitations related to COVID regulations restrict 
the event to YSU students only.

Juvenile Court Seminar
—Jan Baharis

The Mahoning County Juvenile Court will 
host a virtual seminar on LGBTQ issues on 
Friday, November 6, 2020.  Speakers will include 
representatives from Safe Zone, Youngstown Area 
PFLAG, Full Spectrum Community Outreach, 
and members of the LGBTQ community who 
will share their lived experiences.  CEUS for 
counselors and social workers will be offered.  
Additional information on registration and details 
of the seminar will be provided closer to the date. 

Google “Elected Official Scorecard” and read Equality 
Ohio’s reports on parties, candidates, resolutions, and bills.



5

PFLAG Supports 
Nonviolence Week

Although we won’t be in the parade, 
look for us on their website materials. 

Youngstown’s tenth annual Nonviolence 
Parade and Rally on Oct. 4 will have a different 
format because of the coronavirus pandemic.

The 3 p.m. parade kicks off Nonviolence 
Week in Ohio (Oct. 4-10) and will be a 
procession of cars, trucks, and floats.

The downtown parade will begin at the 
intersection of Wood Street and Wick Avenue, 
proceeding through downtown Youngstown to 
the Covelli Centre parking lot. 

The rally will begin in the parking lot 
immediately following the parade. People will 
remain in their cars and listen to the rally on 
their radio by tuning to 97.3 FM. The rally also 
will be available to watch on Facebook. 

Denise and John York and The DeBartolo 
Corporation are sponsors of Ohio Nonviolence 
Week in the Mahoning Valley.

The remainder of the week’s events will all 
be virtual, either via Zoom or Facebook. Zoom 
meeting invitations can be found at www.
ohiononviolenceweek.org.

The Schedule 
Oct. 4-8—Five Day Nonviolence Reading 

Challenge followed by panel discussion via 
Zoom at noon on Oct. 9. Panelists will be 
Dr. Ben McGee, former Youngstown schools 
superintendent; Carol Bennett, Youngstown 
State University assistant provost; Terry Vicars 
of Catholic Charities, a Mahoning Valley 
Sojourn to the Past member; and Ke’Lynn 
Dean, YSU student. Register for the challenge 
at www.Ohiononviolenceweek.org. Ohio 
Nonviolence Week committee and the YWCA 

are sponsors.
Oct. 5—“Mingle with Minni” fund-

raiser for Mahoning Valley Sojourn to the 
Past. Spaghetti dinners ($12) can be ordered 
online and picked up at Flambeau’s Live, 
2308 Market St., from 6  to 9 p.m. Also 
available is an auction on baskets at www.
ohiononviolenceweek.org. Flambeau’s Live 
and St. Patrick Church in Youngstown are 
sponsors.                     

Oct. 6, 6 to 7:30 p.m.—Simeon Booker 
Award for Courage via Zoom. The recipient 
is Joan Trumpauer Mulholland, a Civil Rights 
activist who participated in the Freedom 
Rides, was arrested, and spent weeks in 
Parchman Penitentiary. She is the first white 
member of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. 
Mahoning Valley Historical Society and Ohio 
Nonviolence Committee are co-sponsors. 
The Zoom invitation is found at www.
ohiononviolenceweek.org.   

Oct. 7 from 4:30 to 6 p.m.—“Speak 
Your Peace” Poetry Slam/Spoken Word via 
Facebook. Poet Orlando Watson of Cleveland 
will be the guest speaker. Youngstown 
City School District, Inspiring Minds of 
Youngstown, the Public Library of Youngstown 
and Mahoning County, and the Ohio 
Nonviolence Week committee are co-sponsors.

Nonviolence Week has been celebrated in 
Youngstown since 2010, when, at the request of 
Mahoning Valley Sojourn to the Past students, 
Nonviolence Week resolutions were passed by 
Youngstown City Council, the Youngstown 
School Board, Youngstown State University 
trustees, and Mahoning County commissioners.

The first nonviolence parade and rally in 
2011 was the idea of a Sojourn student Janae 
Ward. State Sen. Joe Schiavoni introduced into 
the Ohio Senate Sojourn’s “Nonviolence Week 
in Ohio” bill, which was passed by both houses 
of the General Assembly and signed into law 
by Gov. John Kasich on July 11, 2013.
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Mentoring LGBT Youth
—Marguerite Felice

Do LBGT youth need mentors more than 
other children and youth? Although being 
LGBT is perfectly normal just as having 
black or brown skin is normal, historic and 
institutional structures have created roadblocks 
for those not fitting in the white, hetero-
normative male box.  These barriers create 
extra difficulties for LGBT youth, even those 
who have supportive, stable families. 

We know LGBT youth have higher 
rates of suicidal thoughts, depression, and 
harassment at school. We also know there are 
many whose families, churches, and schools 
are not welcoming.

 Although today’s youth have access 
through media to LBGT adult role models, 
they can still feel alone in their families and 
communities. 

A dedicated affirming mentor can help 
alleviate that loneliness and give a youth 
needed support.

Big Brothers Big Sisters provides a child 
with a mentor. It is a one-to-one relationship. 
All children & families join the program 
voluntarily. Our volunteer mentors are chosen 
through an intensive interview & screening 
process. We require a one-year commitment 
once a mentor is paired with a child.

We are looking for LBGT mentors. 
Although we never ask about a child’s sexual 
orientation or gender identity at enrollment, 
we know there is a need. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about becoming a mentor or would like to 
enroll your child in our program, please 
contact Marguerite at bbbsmv@yahoo.com or 
330-545-0002 or go to bbbsa.org to fill out an 
online inquiry.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
Champion of LGBTQ 
Rights on the Bench,

Dies at Age 87:
A Force for Good

—Washington Blade, 9/18/20

Appointed by 
former President Bill 
Clinton and confirmed 
in 1993, Ginsburg joined 
the majority for every 
decision for LGBTQ 
right[s] from the Supreme 
Court. Alphonso David, 
president of Human Rights 
Campaign, said in a 
statement Ginsburg was “a 

force for good—a force for bringing this country 
closer to delivering on its promise of equality for 
all.”

“Her decades of work helped create many of 
the foundational arguments for gender equality 
in the United States, and her decisions from 
the bench demonstrated her commitment to 
full LGBTQ equality,” David said. “She was 
and will remain an inspiration to young people 
everywhere, a pop culture icon as the Notorious 
RBG and a giant in the fight for a more just nation 
for all. We extend our deepest condolences to her 
family and loved ones.”Among the rulings she 
joined were Romer v. Evans in 1996, which struck 
down Colorado’s anti-gay Amendment 2; and 
Lawrence v. Texas in 2003, which struck down 
state laws criminalizing sodomy. Both decisions 
were early indications the nation was beginning 
to head into a different direction to accept gay 
people. Ginsburg also joined rulings that advanced 
same-sex marriage, including Windsor v. United 
States in 2013, which struck down the anti-gay 
Defense of Marriage Act; Hollingsworth v. Perry 
in 2013, which restored marriage equality to 

Justice Ginsburg with 
Husband Marty

“He was the only boy I ever 
knew.…who cared 
that I had a brain.” 

Source: Vogue
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California after Proposition 8; and Obergefell v. 
Hodges, which struck down state bans on same-
sex marriage and extended full marriage equality 
throughout the country. . . .

More recently, Ginsburg joined the decision 
in Bostock v. Clayton County, which found 
anti-LGBTQ discrimination is a form of sex 
discrimination, thus illegal under Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act. The broad ruling grants 
protections to LGBTQ people wherever there 
are laws against sex discrimination, including 
employment, housing, health care, and education. 
. . .

“As a civil rights advocate, she litigated and 
won the groundbreaking cases that established 
strong constitutional protections for women,” 
Minter said. “As a Supreme Court justice, she 
authored key sex discrimination decisions that 
paved the way for the Court’s embrace of equality 
for same-sex couples in Obergefell and for LGBT 
workers in Bostock. She was our champion and 
the architect of an expansive vision of gender 
equality that was broad and capacious enough to 
include LGBT people. Without her influence and 
legacy, none of those landmark decisions would 
have been possible. . . .”

James J. Smith, an 
Exemplary Community 
Leader Dubbed ‘The 
Father of Gay Pride,’

Dies at 79
—Carol Ann Benanti, Silive.com, 7/1/20

James J. Smith, a dedicated community 
advocate whose personal character, courage, and 
perceptiveness proved extraordinary, died Sunday 

[6/28] in Carmel Richmond Health 
Care and Rehabilitation Center 
after complications related to the 
coronavirus. He was 79.

The St. George resident, who 
had a passion for worthy causes 

and who served as a mentor, friend, counselor, 
and advisor on both a professional and personal 
level, survived a severe bout of COVID-19 and 
subsequent pneumonia. He had been making great 
strides, was optimistic and on the path to good 
health, when he succumbed to sudden cardiac 
arrest in the Dongan Hills health care facility. . . .

Jim Thompson, longtime friend and pageant 
colleague[, writes,] “It’s sad but ironic that 
Jim passed during Gay Pride month. Jim spent 
a lifetime advocating for, helping, and when 
needed comforting his gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgender brothers and sisters. He was 
devoted to his family, especially his nieces and 
nephews who he loved dearly. He spent a lifetime 
dedicated to his fellow veterans and he was 
devoted to helping the young women in the Miss 
America Organization and in recent years women 
in the Senior Miss America Program. Jim got me 
involved in the Miss Staten Island Pageant. Jim 
asked us to go to a meeting and we had to go. It’s 
50 years in the program because of him. I haven’t 
known many individuals who have spent their life 
helping others. My family and I were privileged 
to have a 50 year friendship with Jim and can 
confirm he was one of those folks. Rest in peace, 
Jim.”

Flossie Wong-Staal, 
Pioneering UCSD 

Virologist Who Helped 
Identify AIDS Cause, Dies

—Gary Robbins, San Diego Union-Tribune, 7/9/20

Flossie Wong-Staal, the 
Chinese-American virologist 
who saved countless lives by 
helping identify the cause of 
AIDS and who transformed 
UC San Diego into one of 
the world’s leading research 

centers on the disease, died Wednesday [July 8] in 
La Jolla. She was 73.
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Monument Honoring 
Black Transgender Activist 

and Pioneer
Marsha P. Johnson 

Coming to Her Hometown
—Marissa Higgins, Daily Kos, 9/1/20

As protests for racial justice and against 
police brutality have gained national attention 
in the last several months, we’ve seen a number 
of statues commemorating Confederates and 
colonizers topple. While that change alone is 
fantastic, the city of Elizabeth, New Jersey is 
pushing things to the next level by erecting a 
monument of Black transgender civil rights icon 
Marsha P. Johnson, as reported by CNN. Johnson, 
a pioneer and activist for LGBTQ+ youth, sex 
workers, and low-income LGBTQ+ people of 
color, is best known and commemorated for her 
role in the Stonewall uprising back in 1969.

[The addition of the 
new monument is balanced 
by the removal of the 
monument to Christopher 
Columbus.]

You can check out 
simple ways to support your 
trans loved ones, as well as some basics on how to 
use pronouns beyond “she” and “he.” . . .  To learn 
more about Johnson, you can check out a Netflix 
documentary on her entitled The Death and Life of 
Marsha P. Johnson. . . .

[When] inducted into the National Women’s 
Hall of Fame last year with Supreme Court 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor and actress Jane Fonda, 
[she said,] “The United States is a country of 
immigrants. People of diverse ethnic origins are 
warmly welcomed into its fold. My personal 
experience has largely born this out. I’m proud of 
the strong core values that the majority that the 
people of my adopted country hold. I feel very 
blessed to be part of it.”

HIV in the Military
—Lambda Legal, email 9/15/20

Lambda Legal 
and the Modern 
Military Association 
of America (MMAA) 
. . . . [are pursuing] 
two lawsuits [that] 
challenge the Pentagon’s 
discriminatory deployment policies, which 
prevent service members living with HIV from 
deploying outside the United States without a 
special waiver that is rarely, if ever, granted. . . . 

Scott Schoettes, Lambda Legal Counsel and 
HIV Project Director, says, “These discriminatory 
actions . . . [ignore] medical advances, . . . deny 
important career opportunities, and perpetuate 
stigma.”

 Learn About Ohio’s 
Lesbian History

—Equality Bulletin, Equality Ohio, 7/17/20

Buttons, banners, photos, 
and other ephemera line 
the . . . walls [of the Ohio 
Lesbian Archives (OLA) on 
the third floor of Cincinnati’s 
Crazy Ladies Bookstore], 

which preserves the rich history of a minority 
community and is nearly outgrowing the space. 
The OLA website states, “More than a reference 
library, OLA is evolving into a museum with 

trophies, political buttons, statues, a labyris [sic], 
and gay history card games.” Interestingly, it 
is the only collection of its kind in the Tristate 
region, and one of only a handful of lesbian and 
queer archives in the country. Materials from the 
Ohio Lesbian Archives have been used in exhibits 
by the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton 
County and were an important resource for the 
recently released book LGBTQ Cincinnati by 
Ken Schneck.

Army Sgt. Nick Harrison, whose 
story was related in the September 

2018 issue of the PFLAG Rag

Curator
Phoebe Karen Beiser
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Even though Derek Mize and Jonathan 

Gregg have been married since 2015 and are both 
listed on Simone’s birth certificate, Lambda Legal 
said Trump’s State Department “disregarded” 
their marriage “[b]ecause only one of Simone’s 
fathers has a biological connection to her.” . . .

The couple then sued last year. “The 
Immigration and Nationality Act states that 
children of married U.S. citizens born abroad 
are U.S. citizens from birth so long as one of their 
parents has lived in the U.S. at some point, but 
the State Department routinely denies that right 
to same-sex couples and their marital children,” 
Lambda Legal said. “While different-sex couples 
are automatically presumed to both be parents 
of their children, same-sex couples are subjected 
to invasive questioning about how they brought 
their child into their family.” 

Last year, another same-sex couple sued 
Trump’s State Department for also refusing 
to recognize their daughter’s U.S. citizenship. 
Roee and Adiel Kiviti noted at the time they’d 
had no issues when their first child was born 
via surrogacy in Canada in 2016. “We got Lev’s 
passport within two days,” Kiviti told CNN last 
year. “We did the exact same process with our 
daughter Kessem earlier this month, and then 
received a phone call indicating that this was 
being treated as an out-of-wedlock birth, and as 
such, there are additional requirements that need 
to be met.” . . .

Lambda Legal noted that the Kivitis, who the 
organization represented in court, also won their 
case this past summer. . . .

Lambda Legal’s Omar Gonzalez-Pagan said 
“It is time for the federal government to stop 
defending this unlawful and unconstitutional 
policy. No family should have to face the fear and 

uncertainty 
of having 
their child’s 
citizenship 
status be 
held in 
limbo.”

Married Same-Sex Couple’s 
Child Is a U.S. Citizen

—Gabe Ortiz, Daily Kos, 8/28/20

Last year, [the] State Department refused 
to recognize the U.S. citizenship of a child born 
to a married same-sex couple, even though both 
men “are U.S. citizens . . .” Lambda Legal said. 
The couple was forced to take the administration 
to federal court, where they won their case this 
week. . . .

John Wayne Airport Could 
Get New Name

—Lauren Floyd, Daily Kos, 6/28/20

. . . The Board of Supervisors for the county 
just east of Long Beach passed an emergency 
resolution to drop Wayne’s name, statue, and 
likeness from the airport and restore the name 
to the Orange County Airport, the Los Angeles 
Times reported Saturday. 

The late actor . . . wasn’t exactly shy about 
his offensive views. He used a homophobic 
slur to describe characters in the film Midnight 
Cowboy, and in the same 1971 interview with 
Playboy Magazine he admitted to being a white 
supremacist.  “I believe in white supremacy 
until the blacks are educated to a point of 
responsibility,” he said. . . .

No More Boystown
—Sakshi Venkatraman, NBCNews.com

The Northalsted 
Business Alliance 
of Chicago . . . [has 
announced,] “To 
acknowledge and 
welcome all members 
of the LGBTQ+ 
community, the chamber will discontinue using 
the name Boystown in marketing and revert to the 
long standing name Northalsted.”
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Advocacy by Kids
—Courtney Tanner, The Salt Lake Tribune, 12/2/20

At Deerfield Elementary School, . . . eleven-
year-old Daniel van Amstel instantly knew what 
his answer was going to be when the substitute 
teacher asked the fifth grade class the question 
the day before the school was to be let out for 
Thanksgiving vacation in late November of 2019.

It was an easy one . . . : “What are you 
thankful for this year?” . . .

After being in five foster homes and having 
one adoption process stopped half way through, 
Daniel had finally found his forever home with 
a family that loved him so much, they wanted 
him to officially be their son.  And so he said, 
“I’m thankful that I’m finally going to be adopted 
by my two dads.”  What he got from his mostly 
Mormon classmates were smiles. One girl patted 
his back. Another girl said, “Oh, how wonderful.”

But that good feeling was shut down 
immediately. According to those in his class, the 
teacher snapped, “Why on earth would you be 
happy about that? That’s nothing to be thankful 
for.”  For ten long minutes she lectured the thirty 
children with “homosexuality is wrong” and “two 
men living together is a sin.” 

She asked Daniel, “Are you going to be 
gay?”  And he looked right at her and gave 
an answer that was unexpected and frankly 
marvelous:  “I have no idea.”

Three of the young girls. . . . told the teacher 
that she was wrong. One kept on repeating “No, 
No, No.” They told her to 
stop again and again, and 
every time the teacher glared 
at Daniel, Sophie would 
purposely get her attention to 
deflect the toxic energy being 
directed at Daniel.

Finally, Demi and a third 
girl who wants to remain 
anonymous walked out of 
the room, whilst the teacher 
threatened them if they did 
so, and went straight to the 

principal’s office.
Sophie chose to remain in the room….

she was not going to leave Daniel without her 
protection.

And with every poisoned barb, she either 
tried to change the subject [or] told the so-called 
adult in the room that what she was saying was 
inappropriate, was unnecessary, was wrong.

In the principal’s office, the impromptu 
meeting with the two students lasted all of about 
five minutes...and the decision was made there 
and then, and the sentence was carried out just as 
quick.

The school security was called, they walked 
straight to the classroom, and in front of all the 
students they hurriedly escorted the teacher . . . to 
her car. As she was leaving the classroom, she told 
Daniel it was all his fault.

And whilst she was escorted to her car, she 
continued to say how wrong two men being 
married was. The last word was spoken by the 
principal, Caroline Knadler, who told her, “You 
are never to return. Never.” . . . [W]ithin the 
week the staffing company that hired her, Kelly 
Services, who is outsourced by the district to hire 
subs, gave her the permanent boot. . . .

Immediately after the incident Daniel’s 
then foster family and now his parents, Josh and 
Louis van Amstel, were called by the school 
administration and notified about the bullying.

[Louis,] a professional dancer on Dancing 
with the Stars, . . . [writes,] “Daniel didn’t speak 
up because he’s had two failed adoptions before 

and didn’t want his dads to 
rethink their decision, with his 
final court hearing coming up.” 
. . .

And when in December 
. . . the adoption at the Utah 
courthouse was finalized, there 
to celebrate with the happy 
family were Principal Knadler, 
Daniel’s teacher Miss Connors 
(whom they adore), half of 
Daniel’s class including his three 
angels….and Santa Claus. . . .
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child, who is only just learning what the world 
holds and how he fits in it.

I am teaching my child to understand that he 
is, first, loved, but also that while our family may 
not look like the others he sees most commonly, 
we are special because we are different. . . .

I also want my child to understand that Black 
lives matter, to grow up with the acute awareness 
that the color of his skin affords him unearned 
advantages that also come with a heightened 
responsibility to speak up and take action on 
behalf of those who are forced to operate below 
the invisible line of social justice. . . .

I want my child to be proud of who he is, 
where he came from, and his position to help push 
the world in the right direction. . . .

I instill pride in my child by celebrating our 
family and our community. I instill pride in my 
child by bringing him to queer events. I want 
him to store up pride . . . so that when a bully at 
school, an ignoramus at a restaurant, a hateful 
moron on a road trip, chip away at his confidence 
with their homophobia and ignorance, he will still 
have a strong repository of pride that will help 
him hold his head up high and carry on. . . .

I want to instill pride in my son for the 
model family we’ve built, which transcends so 
many of the assigned gender roles hetero-headed 
households fall into. I want to instill pride in 
my son for the pure love and commitment my 
wife and I have toward one another, our family, 
and raising our child. He was not the tear-in-
the-condom child or the wedge issue, or the 
afterthought. He is a central component of our 
family, our world, and a functional one where his 
moms planned consciously and deliberately and 
painstakingly to create the family we have.

My toddler has asked me why turtles swim 
in water while tortoises are land-bound. He 
has asked me why the sky is blue and the grass 
green (all of which I have to Google). He has not 
yet asked me why I am gay or why his family 
is different. But when he does, he will, I hope, 
have a strong foundation of pride for his LGBTQ 
family, and the knowledge that he is so very 
loved.

My Son Is Only 3. Here’s 
Why I’ve Already Started 

Teaching Him about Pride
—Allison Hope, Yahoo News, 6/28/20

“Maybe baby chipmunk has two moms like 
me,” my sweet 3-year-old said as the striped 
rodent scurried into the bush to our left on our 
daily walk around the neighborhood.

“Yes! Maybe,” I said excitedly to him.
I knew his observation was both wishful and 

wistful. I knew that in the short three years he’s 
been on this earth, he has been exposed to all of 
the same norms and biases that everyone else has. 
And I knew that he understood far more than the 
developmental parenting sites told me he did, 
more than I gave him credit for.

“This is Mommy shark and Daddy shark,” 
my kid said as he held up his plastic squirty toys 
in the tub.  There were Mommy and Daddy shark, 
Mommy and Daddy characters on his favorite 
shows, Mommy- and Daddy-headed families in 
the majority of his books and songs and movies, 
and so on, to infinity of heteronormativity. Sure, 
we have same-sex family books and friends and 
try to balance all the hetero and binary references 
with more inclusive terminology and media, 
but it would be an impossible and potentially 
counterproductive task to try to shield him from 
the majority entirely.

I know my child comprehends that his two-
mom family is more the exception than the rule. 
He is observant and intelligent and sees the world 
around him. I know that one day, he will face 
opposition, possible teasing or bullying because 
he has two moms. He may be told his family isn’t 
valid, that he doesn’t matter as much as others, 
that there is something wrong with the loving 
home in which he was raised. . . .

I don’t want to falsely shoehorn the notion 
that his family is “just like everyone else’s” when 
he likely already knows that’s not true. . . . [We]
will always be a minority. To let on that we’re 
anything else performs a great disservice to our 
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Black Trans Lives Matter: 
The LGBTQ Fight Comes 

to Hollywood
—Lisa Respers France, CNN, 7/10/20

This week Halle Berry reversed her decision 
to consider playing a transgender man in an 
unnamed film:  . . .  “As a cisgender woman, I 
now understand that I should not have considered 
this role, 
and that the 
transgender 
community 
should 
undeniably 
have the 
opportunity to tell their own stories.” . . .

Last year, trans actress Trace Lysette talked 
to me, my colleague Sandra Gonzalez, and 
podcast maven and author Kristen Meinzer for 
our CNN podcast, Lisa, Sandra and Kristen Go 
to the Movies.  Lysette, who is one of the stars of 
Transparent and appeared in the film Hustlers, 
said “It’s been kind of scarce for us trans folks in 
terms of seeing trans actors in films specifically.” 
. . .

Trans actors of color have had an even 
tougher time with visibility.

Lena Waithe, a prominent writer, producer, 
and creator of several series, including The Chi, 
[as well as star and writer of Master of None,] 
has been a vocal advocate for greater inclusion of 
LGBTQ stories on screen and the need to depict 
the particular violence and discrimination the 
Black LGBTQ community faces.

Waithe, who is a lesbian and in 2017 became 
the first African-American woman to win an 
Emmy for outstanding writing for a comedy 
series, popped up in the comments for a recent 
Instagram Live throwdown between gospel artists, 
Kirk Franklin and Fred Hammond.  [She] urged 
the pair to also acknowledge that Black trans lives 
matter when they called out the names of unarmed 
Black people who have been killed by police.

“Take Back Your Pride” 
Gives LGBT Black, Brown 

People a Stage
—Sean Sauro, LNP Lancaster Online, 6/27/20

Rainbow flags 
hung Friday evening, 
eclipsing decorative 
signage in the Art 
Park outside of the 
Pennsylvania College 
of Art & Design in 
Lancaster city.  The flags served as a backdrop to a 
stage, and surrounding it, dozens of people stood, 
danced, and held signs, waiting for event creator 
Kareem Anthony to speak.

The LGBT event was called “Take Back Your 
Pride,” and Anthony said it was long overdue.  
“We are constantly in a battle for our humanity,” 
[and]. . . that has been abundantly clear lately, 
Anthony said, pointing to a recent federal rollback 
of rules prohibiting discrimination against 
transgender people in health care settings.

. . . Anthony, who is Black, said they recently 
saw similar rallies work to get messages like 
Black Lives Matter into the mainstream—a cause 
Anthony’s also passionate about.  But Anthony 
won’t be completely happy until people realize 
Black LGBT lives are included in that message.

Anthony shared those words shortly before 
the event’s official start at 7 p.m., when more 
than 100 people filtered into the park, showing 
off signs with messages like “Black Trans Lives 
Matter” and “Here & Queer.”  Some wore 
rainbow capes, and other danced around while 
waving rainbow banners.

The event also was set up to give a number 
of predominately Black and brown LGBT people 
a platform to speak and perform. Performances 
were scheduled throughout the night.

“When we say Black lives matter, we mean 
all Black lives matter,” said Aleah Tyson, who was 
seated at the park, wrapped in a rainbow banner. 
“It means all Black lives.”
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Trump Administration 
Rule Lets Homeless 

Shelters Deny Service
If They Suspect

a Person Is Trans
—Ray Levy-Uyeda, Prism Guest Writer, Prism Reports, 

08/21/20

. . . On July 1, the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development proposed modifying 
the federal equal access rule to permit homeless 
shelters to surveil and deny service to people 
thought to be transgender.

The federal government alleges that the 
rule provides operators of single-gender shelters 
the liberty to ensure the safety of their clients. 
. . .  According to Rodrigo Heng-Lehtinen, 
deputy executive director at the National 
Center for Transgender Equality, what makes 
this latest federal guidance so egregious is the 
dehumanization of transgender people and the 
encouragement of shelter providers to surveil and 
police those seeking services. Under the proposed 
guidance, providers can scrutinize people’s 
“physical characteristics,” such as height or hair 
to determine if they’re “indicative of a person’s 
biological sex.”

“I have never seen written into regulation this 
notion [that] you can visually check for certain 
things,” said Terra Russell-Slavin, the director of 
policy and community building at the Los Angeles 
LGBT Center, which provides social, professional, 
and emotional services to LGBTQ+ folks in the 
Los Angeles region, including an emergency 
shelter and a transitional shelter. “This notion of 
appearance or absence of facial hair—I was just 
floored.”

By linking physical characteristics with 
gender, Russell-Slavin explains that the 
federal government is attempting to codify an 
“essentialized” embodiment of womanhood, 
which serves to write transgender people out of 
existence. Heng-Lehtinen says that while the 

language is especially harmful to transgender, 
gender nonconforming, and gender nonbinary 
people, the proposed rule is a state-sanctioned 
attack on “women who don’t meet their expected 
norms” or anyone whose body doesn’t align 
with what the Trump administration believes is a 
“normal” body.

The guidance directly contradicts the 
intention of the Equal Access Rule, first created 
under the Obama administration in 2012 and 
expanded in 2016 because the previous version 
of the rule “did not address how transgender and 
gender non-conforming individuals should be 
accommodated in temporary, emergency shelters.” 
The latest change to the rule is shrouded in veiled 
language that vilifies transgender women under 
the guise of protecting cisgender women, and 
questions the validity of transgender women by 
insinuating that they are really cisgender men in 
disguise.

Russell-Slavin says that nationwide shelter 
operators didn’t ask for this rule. In fact, it makes 
their work more difficult and prevents them from 
serving people most in need of a safe place to 
sleep.

The center has over 100 beds and operates at 
full capacity each evening. The center’s limited 
resources and lack of public infrastructure to serve 
transgender people experiencing homelessness 
means that thousands of LGBTQ+ people are 
forced into precarious and potentially dangerous 
sleeping or housing situations, Russell-Slavin 
says. Having access to a stable, safe, and affirming 
place to rest and sleep allows at least 90% of the 
center’s clients to find employment and housing of 
their own.

Despite what HUD Secretary Ben Carson 
may say, the guidance. . . . [is] “clearly an attack 
on trans and gender non-binary community 
members,” said Russell-Slavin. . . .

Codifying barriers to accessing emergency 
housing [aggravates] an already dire housing 
problem. According to the National Center for 
Transgender Equality, nearly 20% of transgender 
people face discrimination when looking for 
housing and at least 10% have been evicted from 
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housing for being transgender, and the rates are 
twice as high for transgender women as they are 
transgender men. . . .

Transgender people are more likely to be 
homeless than other LGBTQ+ people, who are in 
turn more likely than heterosexual and cisgender 
people to suffer from a lack of shelter. Russell-
Slavin says that 40% of homeless youth are 
LGBTQ+. . . .

Access to housing during a pandemic is 
life-saving, without which transgender, gender 
nonconforming, and gender nonbinary people 
would be put at additional risk for contracting 
COVID-19.

It’s unlikely that the HUD rule will stand, 
says Heng-Lehtinen, given the Supreme Court’s 
June ruling that sex discrimination protections 
apply to gender as well. Still, the rule successfully 
sows confusion among shelter operators, 
advocates, and those seeking support or services. 
Even if the rule doesn’t last, there will be lasting 
damage because of the Trump administration’s 
insistence on denying basic rights, protections, 
and services to transgender people, which Heng-
Lehtinen says dehumanize trans people. . . .

Injustice Delayed
—Lambda Legal, email 9/10/20

Last week [8/31-9/4], a federal district 
court judge granted Lambda Legal’s request for 
a preliminary injunction, putting an immediate 
stop to key provisions of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services’ (HHS) health care 
discrimination rule. . . .

Last week’s decision stops HHS from 
enforcing two key parts of the health care 
discrimination rule. The court blocked HHS from 
rolling back the Obama-era regulatory definition 
of “on the basis of sex” under Section 1557 of 
the ACA, which categorizes sex stereotyping 
as discrimination on basis of sex. The court 
also blocks HHS from incorporating a religious 
exemption to Section 1557 of the ACA that would 
invite health care providers to discriminate against 
LGBTQ patients.

Why the LGBT 
Community Is at Greater 
Risk from COVID-19

— Alison Hewitt, UCLA Health.org, 6/25/20 

. . . [Research done by Kathryn O’Neill, 
a policy analyst with the 
Williams Institute at UCLA 
reveals that of] 1.7 million 
LGBT Californians, an 
estimated 210,000 have 
asthma, 110,000 have 
diabetes, 80,000 have heart disease and 110,000 
have HIV—all of which can make the effects of 
COVID-19 more severe. . . .

[She affirms that] “the LGBT community 
experiences these conditions at a greater rate than 
the general population. . . . [as also] an increased 
likelihood of poverty, especially among certain 
groups, like bisexual women or transgender 
people. . . .  [The situation is worsening] since 
about 814,000 were working in industries 
that recently experienced dramatic pandemic 
job losses, such as health care, construction, 
hospitality and retail.”

[She identifies two factors interfering with 
LGBT persons’ access to medical treatment:] 
“cost-related and discrimination-related. A large 
proportion of the LGBT population . . . have 
trouble paying medical bills for themselves or 
their family. Cost, lack of insurance and other 
insurance-related reasons caused 150,000 LGBT 
Californians to delay or skip needed medical care.

“Discrimination can also prevent them 
from accessing health care. . . . [A] third of 
transgender people reported having a negative 
experience the last time they got medical care. 
And now we have the Trump administration’s 
recent attempts to roll back sexual discrimination 
protections for LGBTQ people, reversing the 
definition of sex to only biologically male or 
female. Fortunately, California has state laws 
which protect LGBT people from discrimination. 

Kathryn O’Neill
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But in the 28 states without those protections, 
the Trump administration is essentially allowing 
people to discriminate against transgender people, 
and that increases the harm they will experience 
when trying to get health care in the middle of a 
pandemic. . . .

“Emergency response organizations and those 
providing resources during this time should reach 
out to LGBT people—and ensure that they are 
inclusive and welcoming. We need to help those 
who are vulnerable, but it’s best not to have a one-
size-fits-all approach.”

Transgender Official Takes 
Abuse While Leading 

Virus Efforts
— Michael Rubinkam, AP, 

7/22/20

Many of the attacks 
against Pennsylvania’s 
health secretary have little 

to do with the way she has handled the statewide 
response to the coronavirus pandemic.

As a transgender woman, Dr. Rachel Levine 
has been subjected to a stream of mockery and 
abuse on social media and elsewhere. Every time 
she goes on camera to update the public and 
implore Pennsylvanians to wear masks, wash their 
hands and “stay calm, stay alert and stay safe,” 
ugly comments and memes follow.

Over the weekend, one of the state’s most 
popular fairs—the 165-year-old Bloomsburg 
Fair—found itself in hot water after posting a 
photo of a man in a dunk tank who had donned a 
blond wig, floral-print dress and glasses. The dunk 
tank was part of a weekend carnival held on the 
fairgrounds to benefit the region’s volunteer fire 
departments.

“Dr. Levine? Thank you you were a hit and 
raised a lot of money for the local fire companies. 
Wonder why so many were trying to dunk you,” 
said the Bloomsburg Fair Association’s post, 
which included a smiley-face emoji.

The fair deleted the post from its Facebook 
page, but critics slammed the dunk tank 
impersonation and the fair association’s comment 
as transphobic. U.S. Sen. Bob Casey, a Democrat, 
and other politicians issued statements of 
condemnation. Some people said they planned to 
skip this year’s fair, scheduled for late September.

In a written statement, the fair said that 
Levine’s likeness was used to raise money for fire 
departments whose fundraising has been hampered 
by COVID-19, and had nothing to do with her 
gender identity. The statement pointed out she’s a 
public figure. . . .

The Press Enterprise newspaper of 
Bloomsburg identified the man in the dunk tank as 
Main Township Fire Chief David Broadt, who told 
the newspaper he did not set out to impersonate 
Levine—he said he was “going for a Marilyn 
Monroe look”—but decided to play along once he 
got into the dunk tank and people started saying 
he resembled Levine and shouting, “Where’s your 
mask?”

“It was just in fun,” Broadt said. “It wasn’t 
done to disrespect her.”

Levine and her boss, Democratic Gov. 
Tom Wolf, have been highly visible throughout 
the pandemic, imposing statewide shutdown 
orders and frequently briefing the public on what’s 
being done to combat the virus. They ordered 
thousands of businesses to temporarily close as 
the virus swept through Pennsylvania this spring, 
and recently reimposed some statewide pandemic 
restrictions as it flared in the Pittsburgh area.

Republicans and small business owners have 
criticized Wolf and Levine for governmental 
overreach and tried unsuccessfully to get pandemic 
restrictions thrown out in court. Republicans 
have also faulted the Wolf administration over 
Pennsylvania’s high number of nursing home 
deaths.

While Wolf has been called a “dictator,” some 
of the critics have zeroed in on Levine’s gender 
identity. . . .

A Pittsburgh radio personality repeatedly 
called Levine “sir” while questioning the health 
secretary during a press call, prompting Levine 
to respond: “Please don’t misgender me ... It’s 
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Sports Illustrated’s First 
Trans Model

—CNN at Newsbreak.com

She is no stranger to 
making history. In 2017 she 
became the first trans woman 

to appear on the cover of Vogue Paris. Two years 
later, she was the first openly transgender model 
to be hired by Victoria’s Secret. Now in 2020, 
23-year-old Valentina Sampaio continues to break 
barriers in the modeling industry by becoming 
the first trans woman to be featured by Sports 
Illustrated Swimsuit Issue.

Trans Educator Named 
Michigan Teacher of the Year

—Advocate.com
 
Owen Bondono says 

it’s his mission to make 
sure all students feel safe 
and supported.

“My goal is to always make sure students, 
whether they are marginalized because of their 
race, their ethnicity or their gender identity, their 
sexual orientation, that they feel safe in school.”

The First Drag Queen 
and LGBT Rights Pioneer 

Was a Former Slave
—Ifeanyi Ogbo, YNaija.com, 7/20/20

. . . William Dorsey Swann was born into 
slavery circa 1858. . . . During the 1880s and 
1890s, Swann put together a series of balls in 
Washington, DC, and most of the attendees of 
Swann’s gatherings were men who were once 
slaves, and were gathering to dance in their 
fancy dresses. The events were held secretly, 
and invites were quietly made at places like the 
YMCA. Swann’s story and the history of these 
balls were largely swept under the rug until 
journalist Channing Gerard Joseph stumbled upon 
a Washington Post article from April 13, 1888.

His research on Swann began . . . when 

“Can America be a future 
place where faith is about 
healing, not exclusion?”
—from Mayor Pete Buttigieg’s 

speech at the Democratic 
Convention (8/20/2020)

really insulting.” On social media, Levine is often 
misgendered or called Richard, the name she was 
given at birth.

The invective prompted the Pennsylvania 
Commission on LGBTQ Affairs, a group 
established by Wolf in 2018, to issue a statement 
last month in support of Levine:  Levine “has 
been met with some of the most vile and toxic 
transphobia our Commission has seen in our 
commonwealth in recent years,” the statement 
said. “Week after week, members of the LGBTQ 
community and thousands of Pennsylvanians have 
tuned in to be informed by our Health Secretary 
only to be assaulted by streams of comments and 
slurs aimed directly at Dr. Levine and indirectly at 
all transgender Pennsylvanians.”

Levine, a pediatrician who became state 
health secretary in 2017, is one of the few 
transgender people nationwide serving in either 
elective office or as a high-ranking government 
appointee.

Levine’s spokesperson, Nate Wardle, said she 
“remains laser-focused on protecting the health 
and well-being of Pennsylvanians as we navigate 
this ongoing pandemic.” Wardle said Levine 
would not comment further.

Others didn’t hesitate to weigh in.
“Dr. Levine is an honorable public servant 

whose tireless work to keep PA safe and healthy 
has saved countless lives. She is owed an 
apology,” Casey tweeted.
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he stumbled on 
an article titled  
“Negro Dive 
Raided. Thirteen 
Black Men 
Dressed as Women 
Surprised at Supper 
and Arrested.” 
According to 
another news 
source . . . 
Swann defied 
their invasion, 
telling the police lieutenant in charge, “You is no 
gentleman.” In the ensuing brawl, the Queen’s 
“gorgeous dress of cream-colored satin” was torn 
to shreds. (The fight is one of the earliest recorded  
incidents of violent resistance in the name of 
LGBTQ rights.)

The invasion by the police on that April night 
in 1888 wasn’t a lone occurrence; it had happened 
before on the night of January 14, 1887, and 
had been sensationalized by the media. The men 
who were arrested were displayed before a judge 
who made a distasteful statement implying that 
stealing was a preferable crime to the men freely 
expressing themselves in drag.

Sadly enough, what Swann and the guests 
at his ball faced over 100 years ago is still a 
daily reality in most African countries (Nigeria 
inclusive).  Swann’s drag balls came with 
grave risks to his guests’ reputation and source 
of livelihood. A large but unrecorded number 
managed to flee during the police raids, but the 
names of those arrested and jailed were printed 
in the papers, where the men became targets of 
public scorn.

Despite the scorn, and jail time he faced 
(he once spent 10 months in jail), he persevered. 
When he retired, his brother carried on his legacy 
of organizing balls that over the century grew 
to become the  houses and balls that are still 
present today and relayed in shows like Pose and 
Legendary. Swann’s presence and gift of courage 
changed the world and laid foundation for the 
movement for liberation.

Another Dictionary 
Recognizes Nonbinary

as a Valid Identity
—Matt Baume, Out.com, 11/7/19

The Glasgow-
based Collins 
Dictionary has 
recognized the word 
nonbinary, recognizing 
recent “changes in how 
people relate to each 
other and define themselves.”

Noting that the term originated in 
mathematics and science, dictionary writers noted 
that the definition has shifted over time to relate 
far more frequently to “an identity that does not 
belong to the two previously accepted categories 
of male or female.”. . . There has been a marked 
increase in the term’s use in 2019, driven in part 
by singer Sam Smith’s announcement this year 
that they identify as nonbinary.  Speaking with 
The Good Place actress and journalist Jameela 
Jamil, Smith explained: “I’ve always had a little 
bit of a war going within my body and my mind.”  
Months later, Smith wrote on Instagram that they 
use “they/them” pronouns.

“I’ve decided to embrace myself for who 
I am, inside and out,” Smith wrote at the time. 
“I’m so excited and privileged to be surrounded 
by people that support me in this decision but I’ve 
been very nervous about announcing this because 
I care too much about what people think. . . .”

Queer Eye star Jonathan Van Ness also told 
Out that he is nonbinary this year, although he 
prefers to use masculine pronouns.  “The older 
I get, the more I think that I’m nonbinary—I’m 
gender nonconforming,” he said. “Like, some 
days I feel like a man, but then other days I feel 
like a woman. I don’t really—I think my energies 
are really all over the place. Any opportunity I 
have to break down stereotypes of the binary, I am 
down for it, I’m here for it.”

Although research published in the Journal 

The move follows Sam Smith and 
Jonathan Van Ness using the label 
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pandemic to the [George Floyd] protests, have 
profoundly changed our lives—and language,” 
they wrote in a post. Among the changes, 
Dictionary.com capitalized Black when referring 
to a race or culture. . . . Words like jabroni, 
MAGA, GOAT, and contouring were also added. 
But a large contingent of changes had to do with 
the LGBTQ+ community.

“Capitalizing Black joins many other 
dictionary-wide efforts to put people, not 
practices, first, and ensure our definitions 
reflect—and respect—how people use language,” 
the resource wrote. One of those changes 
was to replace references to homosexual and 
homosexuality with gay, gay man, gay woman, or 
gay sexual orientation. As such the definition for 
gayness is now “gay or lesbian sexual orientation 
or behavior” as opposed to “homosexuality.” The 
change impacted over 50 entries.

“The previously used terms, homosexual and 
homosexuality, originated as clinical language, 
and dictionaries have historically perceived 
such language as scientific and unbiased,” 
they wrote of the change which was done in 
consultation with GLAAD and APA guidelines. 
“But homosexual and homosexuality are now 
associated with pathology, mental illness, and 
criminality, and so imply that being gay—a 
normal way of being—is sick, diseased, or 
wrong.”

Words like bisexual and pansexual also were 
updated to reflect that they are not only romantic 
or sexual attractions but also emotional attraction. 
Pride, in reference to LGBTQ+ identity, also 
receives its own entry and is capitalized.

A number of terms that pertain to the 
community were also added, including deadname 
(to call a person, especially a trans person, by 
a previous name as opposed to their chosen 
or preferred name), gender-inclusive (relating 
to or intended for any gender), biromantic (a 
person who is romantically attracted to people 
of two specific and distinct gender identities), 
and trans+ (relating to people with gender 
expressions outside of traditional norms), and 
more.

of Adolescent Health indicates that recognizing a 
person’s name and pronouns reduce[s] their rates 
of anxiety, depression, and suicidal thoughts, the 
duo [Smith and Van Ness] faced some backlash 
following the announcements. British morning 
show host Piers Morgan lashed out at Smith, 
accusing them of being part of what “young 
people” are doing to “feel different” as part of a 
“trend or a fad or a craze.”

Nonbinary was among numerous terms 
considered for word of the year, but climate 
change was ultimately voted the winner. Also 
considered for the honor were rewilding, a term 
for returning land to a state that does not involve 
human alteration, as well as double down, 
influencer, and deepfakes.

Collins Dictionary also recognized the word 
bopo, meaning body positivity. 

While those words appear in the online 
version of the dictionary, they’re still under 
consideration for print. The Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary announced in September, however, 
that nonbinary would be included in its print 
volume.

This isn’t the first time that Collins has been 
on the cutting edge. When it was first published 
in 1979, it was the first British dictionary to 
employ digital databases, allowing editors 
to work collaboratively on words instead of 
requiring a single person to be responsible for 
each individual word.

Dictionary Replaces 
Homosexual in Largest 

Update Ever
—Out.com, 9/21/20

Dictionary.com has issued a massive update, 
altering more than 15,000 entries on its site. 
The changes, . . . the largest update ever to the 
resource, are mostly aimed at putting people first 
and respecting (and reflecting) the relationship 
language has with society and its values. 

“The unprecedented events of 2020, from the 
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A Critique of Jordan Hawk
—Tom Copeland

Whyborne and Griffin
Looking back on the entire series of 

novels about Whyborne and Griffin, where 
I commenced my acquaintance with the talented 
Jordan L. Hawk, I admire their1 ability to 
create an imaginative universe that credibly 
integrates magic and multiple dimensions (or 
alternate realities) with the world of our great-
grandparents.  The characters, too, are well 
defined, all flawed in different ways but with 
complementary strengths and the ability to 
develop in response to their experiences.  As the 
characters successfully resist domination from 
without—whether by parents, society, or alien 
beings—they also conquer, 
through love, the fears, 
insecurities, and prejudices 
that threaten to isolate them 
and prevent their hearts from 
maturing.  Love is the central 
value in all the novels.

These books are great 
entertainment because the 
exciting action is ruled by a moral purpose 
and relieved, with supreme tact, by occasional 
touches of humor and by frank but never prurient 
gay eroticism. 

In view of these strengths, the editorial 
blunders—blemishes in any novel—become 
glaring disfigurements .  The grammatical 
errors, mistakes in diction and idiom, stylistic 
infelicities, and slovenly proofreading would 
take many pages to detail and document.  Suffice 
it to say that anyone who persists through this 
entire series of novels must, like me, really love 
the stories.
1DSP Publications describes Hawk as a nonbi-
nary author who prefers they/them pronouns, but 
I find no evidence that they ever get what they 
want from their fans.  I’ll do my best to oblige.
 

Rath and Rune
The first volume of the new Rath and Rune 

series is set in Whyborne and 
Griffin’s New England town of 
Widdershins, the East Coast’s 
answer to Armistead Maupin’s 
Barberry Lane.  Its Ladysmith 
Museum is a close cousin to 
Hogwarts School.  Readers have 
already seen in the previous 
series that Widdershins includes 
inhabitants that outsiders would call monsters, 
but we have become comfortable with them, and 
a lesbian employee of the Ladysmith has even 
married one, although they cannot live together, 
the partner being aquatic.  Only recently electrified, 
the town now boasts many motorcars, and in this 
new series, as Halley’s Comet draws near, the 
exciting events of the Griffin and Whyborne series 
(culminating in an inter-dimensional struggle for 
control of the Earth in 1902) is only a memory.

Hawk’s greatest skill is characterization.  
Even minor characters glow with life.  I have 
fallen love with the Ladysmith’s head librarian, 
Mr. Quinn, who emerges from the shadows in this 
new novel as a Dickensian character. Dressed ever 
in formal black, he consults knuckle bones to assist 
him in difficult choices and faces emergencies with 
madcap glee, wielding an enormous blood-stained 
dictionary as his only weapon.

At the heart of this novel lies an unlikely gay 
love affair which, although beset with physical and 
social difficulties and encumbered by doubts and 
fears, is the key to resolving the central problem 
posed by the approach of the comet.

I find myself unable to put down these 
novels; I read them voraciously.  This is the more 
remarkable because on every page occur offensive 
violations of grammar, diction, basic rules of pure 
style, and even spelling.  It is only fair to warn 
others of these issues.  Subjects sometimes fail to 
agree with verbs (“now that the end of days were 
upon them”), and who and whom become sadly 
tangled:  “Do you think whomever hired those men 
to follow me believes I know more than I do?”

Hawk very rarely employs the helpful 
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Avatar: Netflix’s Live-
Action Series Needs 

LGBTQ Representation
—Rachel Roth, CBR.com, 7/19/20

Avatar: The Last Airbender was an intelligent, 
quick-witted series that was ahead of its time. 
Set in a world inspired by Asian cultures, where 
some people, known as benders, can manipulate 
the elements using variants of martial arts, the 
animated series used as its backdrop a global war 
that touched upon topics not commonly presented 

in children’s programming, like colonialism and 
genocide. However, it wasn’t until the release of its 
sequel, The Legend of Korra, that sexual identity 
was finally explored in the Avatar franchise.

Like its parent show, The Legend of Korra 
addressed multiple socio-political issues, but it 
went even further beyond the boundaries of youth 
entertainment by creating LGBTQ+ characters—
something Avatar wasn’t ready to do when it 
aired. The series introduced several characters 
who identified as bisexual and homosexual, 
including the protagonist herself, Korra, and Kya, 
the only daughter of Katara and Avatar Aang. . . .

The sexual representation in the Avatar 
universe is very sporadic, appearing primarily 
in the lesser-known comic sequels. The only 
real nods to sexual identity and gender fluidity 
appearing in the television series are brief, such 
as Aang being described as feminine, Toph as 
masculine, Sokka learning how to fight like the 
female Kyoshi Warriors and Korra getting just a 
minute to hold her girlfriend’s hand. . . . It’s clear 
from the way Avatar treated 
these characters that the idea 
was always there. Kyoshi 
was portrayed as being both 
masculine and feminine, 
landing somewhere down 
the middle, which also can be said for Toph, who 
was a “tomboy” but mentioned her occasional 
desire to take part in “girly” activities. Such 
characters never had affirmed love interests as 
if the show wanted to keep audiences open to 
the possibility of an unorthodox romance just by 
keeping them single. . . .

Now that Netflix is adapting Avatar: The Last 
Airbender for a live-action reboot, it is the perfect 
time to include the LGBTQ+ representation the 
original couldn’t properly portray. Being live-
action and marketed towards the original fans, 
who are now all in their 20s and early 30s, it’s 
likely that the new adaptation will be more mature 
than the animated processor. Every addition to 
the Avatar franchise goes deeper and deeper into 
mature topics, meaning it would only be logical 
for the newest installment to go farther than ever 
before.

conjunction that to indicate that the next unit 
in the sentence is a clause (as in the preceding 
clause).  This practice produces obscurity:  “It 
looked as though someone had whipped Ves, and 
more than once given some of the scars crossed 
over one another.”  Instead of given, wouldn’t 
given that make reading easier?  Omitting 
“needless words” does not mean omitting the road 
signs; it means omitting redundant words from 
sentences like this: “he followed this last final path 
hoping for a clue.”  And if economy has any value, 
why not write that a bully’s “head hit the sagging 
porch railing” instead of “his head impacted 
with” it?  But Hawk is addicted to tired vogue 
words, even when a more lively expression would 
improve the sentence:  Couldn’t we improve “try 
to kill one another as children on a regular basis” 
by ending instead with “at least once a week”?  
I’m glad to report, though, that awesome does not 
occur even once in Unhallowed.

NOTE:  Stephen King’s short story 
“Elevation” deals with prejudice against 
a married lesbian couple.  (The story is 

available in audio format, read by the author.)
The protagonist, not referring to the lesbians 

but to his own terminal condition, asks, 
“Why feel bad about what you couldn’t 

change?  Why not embrace it?”
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Why Should
Queer Performers Play 

Queer Roles?
—Tony Bravo, Datebook, SFChronicle, 9/19/20

When the movie The Rules of Attraction 
came out in 2002 I didn’t know whether Ian 
Somerhalder, the actor playing the film’s main 
gay character, was gay in real life. Ten minutes in, 
I clocked him as straight.

There’s a scene where Somerhalder’s 
character picks up a fellow student at a college 
party who he thinks is gay, but he isn’t sure. The 
way he made his move was so hurried, so without 
caution in how he approached the other student, 
it felt stupidly wrong. There was no testing the 
waters, no feeling out whether contact would be 
welcome or safe. It was clear this was a person 
who had never been in that awkward position of 
figuring out whether he was going to hook up or 
get his ass kicked.

. . . [Q]ueer audiences shouldn’t be subjected 
to actors doing an approximation of what they 
think a queer reality is. . . .

For example, one of the go-to devices straight 
actors employ for gay roles is a general hardening 
or softening to convey queerness. For men it’s 
smoothing their voices and gesticulating with 
more fluid movements. With women there’s a 
blunting of mannerisms, pitching their voices 
deeper with a less melodic cadence. It’s very 
broad, and it’s very easy for us in the community 
to spot affected “gayness.”

A lesbian friend pointed out the 2010 film 
The Kids Are All Right, where she found Annette 
Bening’s and Julianne Moore’s portrayals 
[of] a lesbian couple unwatchable. Bening’s 
performance certainly fits the broad and butch 
stereotype.

Then there’s Eric Stonestreet playing a gay 
dad on the series Modern Family: His hysterics 
are always just a note too overplayed for me to 
believe that he is anything other than a straight 

actor portraying queerness.
There are also gay roles I’ve seen both gay 

and straight actors portray, like Prior Walter in 
Angels in America. The script flows with rhythms 
of queer references, in-jokes and turns of phrase 
an actor either meets or gets lost in. Prior’s 
barbs and defensive wit are part of a tradition 
of verbally acrobatic gay men using language 
as a defense tool in a homophobic world. When 
I saw Randy Harrison, who is gay, play the part at 

Berkeley Rep, there were elements 
of the dialogue that stood out more 
distinctively; the words had both a 
sharpness and vulnerability to them 
that read in a richer and more real 
way.

That’s not to say some straight 
actors like [Armie] Hammer and 
[Timothée] Chalamet haven’t 

been magnificent in gay roles. Call Me by Your 
Name sensitively portrays the discovery of first 
love and same-sex attraction. Those qualities 
are undoubtedly something Guadagnino and 
screenwriter James Ivory, who is also gay, brought 
from their life experiences.

Sexuality is one component of who we are, 
but the interactions we have around it inform a lot.  
As good as any straight actor is, probably few of 
them have been called “faggot” or “dyke” off-set 
and felt that fight-or-flight feeling that can define 
how we move through the world. With fewer 
gay, lesbian, and bisexual roles in media than 
straight ones, it feels even more important that 
they be portrayed by actors who have lived these 
experiences. 

[Editor’s Note:  The famous Bostock 
case, on which the Supreme Court ruled earlier 
this year, affirms that Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 protects all people, regardless of 
sex, from discrimination in hiring.  It interprets 
the stricture against discrimination on the basis 
of “sex” to include sexual orientation and gender 
identity.  Is it at all likely that straight and/or cis 
actors will use this ruling to protest being passed 
over in directors’ casting decisions?]

Randy Harrison,
Queer as Folk’s 

Justin
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Should Straight and 
Cisgender Actors Play 

Queer Characters?
—Jacob Sarkisian, Business Insider, 6/26/20

. . . Most queer roles in cinema have gone 
to straight actors. . . .  Daniel Ribeiro, Brazilian 
director, . . . [says that many directors] “don’t even 
bother” looking for queer performers for queer 
roles. “They go straight for whatever they want, 
and then they don’t think about it. They don’t go 
looking for it, there is no research in casting.”. . .

Wash Westmoreland . . . has a tendency to 
cast queer people in queer roles 
more often than not:  “I don’t even 
think about it but, in my films, 
looking back, out of about 16 or 17 
gay roles, I think all but twice I cast 
gay men, because when they came 
in to audition they were better. . . . 
They brought with them so much 
knowledge about what that character 
was experiencing and had a greater 
access to the emotions of the story, 
so naturally in my work, I have cast 
gay people to play gay roles.

“But sometimes you do need a big movie star 
to get the budget. So it’s a good idea to mix the 
cast with a straight ally and queer actors who are 
getting a lift from being hired, and then progress is 
made.” . . .

Gay actor Michael James Scott, who starred 
as the Genie in Aladdin on Broadway and in 
the West End, told Insider that he gets that if a 
straight actor is “a bigger star or bigger name, it 
helps the film to get made, and also helps it to 
get shown out there more so that more eyes are 
seeing it.”  The more people who see movies 
featuring queer themes and queer characters, the 
quicker the normalization of LGBT people and 
their community will happen. It’s important not 
to underestimate the progress that films featuring 
straight actors playing queer roles have helped to 
make.

Hilary Swank won the best actress Oscar 
for playing transgender man Brandon Teena 
in 1999’s Boys Don’t Cry, while Heath Ledger 
and Jake Gyllenhaal did what Brad Pitt and 
Leonardo DiCaprio refused to and starred in 
2005’s Brokeback Mountain, a film whose cultural 
impact cannot be understated. . . .

[This] seminal movie was discussed by 
Steven Paul Davies in his queer cinema book Out 
at the Movies.  Davies said, “Most major film 
studios have been clamoring to get behind new, 
gay-themed projects. . . . [T]hanks to Brokeback, 
film financiers will continue to back scripts that 
don’t simply rely on gay stereotypes . . . and that 
will certainly be progress.”  Davies cites Milk 

as one of these movies, a film that 
stars straight actor Sean Penn as gay 
activist Harvey Milk. Penn won an 
Oscar for his portrayal. . . .

Westmoreland said that it can 
actually be a very positive personal 
experience for straight actors when 
they take on queer roles.  “Often 
they’ll explore something within 
themselves that is homo-identified 
and I think that’s a wonderful 
thing,” Westmoreland said. “A lot 
of people are not simply one thing 
or the other, so it can lead to very 

intense performances when straight guys do roles. 
. . .

“If I’m trying to decide between two actors, 
one straight and one gay, and it’s a gay role, I’ll 
likely go for the gay actor,” [queer director Craig]
Johnson said. “But it comes down to the best actor 
for the role because queer is only one part of a 
character. As we all know, not all queer people are 
the same. We’re not all best friends, we’re just as 
diverse as all straight people are diverse. You’ve 
got to find the actor that captures that person 
whether actors are straight or gay.”

Johnson feels differently about transgender 
portrayal.” “We’re in a time where one must find a 
transgender actor for those roles. That’s important. 
It’s part of their identity and there’s a physicality 
to it that is an important distinction. . . .”

Cate Blanchett in Carol,
Sean Penn in Milk
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Vietnam Lotto Shows Just 
the Ticket for Marginalised 

LGBT Community
—AFP Relax News, 6/28/20

Each night that Nha Vy steps proudly on stage 
in her traditional Vietnamese ao dai, or sometimes 
mini dress and heels, memories grow fainter of the 
taunts she endured as 
a transgender woman 
in her rural village.

Nha Vy is one 
of hundreds of 
LGBT performers in 
Vietnam who have 
found confidence, and a way to earn a living, 
through lotto shows, a form of entertainment 
dating back to the French colonial era and now 
wildly popular in the south.

Like many sexual and gender minority 
people in Vietnam, the 26-year-old has faced 
stigma and discrimination for much of her life—
despite a gradual change in social attitudes in the 
communist state.

“Not many people from the LGBT 
community have top class jobs... we generally 
don’t make it to higher education because we are 
bullied at school,” she told AFP, perching on a 
tired floor sleeping mattress in her rented flat in 
Ho Chi Minh City.

“Even if I had a diploma, I would still feel 
inferior and not dare (to apply for an office job).

“So I do this performance to earn money... 
(but also) whenever I am on stage as a woman I 
feel at ease,” said Nha Vy, who goes by this stage 
name as she sings, dances, and deals out lotto 
tickets at her tri-weekly shows with the Sai Gon 
Tan Thoi, or Modern Saigon, troupe. . . .

Much of the audience at the shows in Ho Chi 
Minh City and next door Binh Duong province is 
young, and view the rainbow of swishing gowns 
through their phone screens. . . .

“We perform with our sweat, tears, and 
blood—not just to sell fun but because I want 

people to understand this is a real profession,” 
said La Kim Quyen, a transgender woman, who 
has been performing with Sai Gon Tan Thoi 
and other lotto troupes—known as Lo To in 
Vietnam—since she was a teenager.

“I am happy with my life, with what I have 
achieved... earning enough for myself and my 
mother,” added the 39-year-old, softly dabbing 
blusher on her cheeks ahead of the night’s show.

Vietnam is seen as relatively progressive 
on LGBT issues—the one-party state lifted the 
ban on same-sex marriage in 2015—although 
it stopped short of full legal recognition for 
the unions and a long-promised transgender 
law to allow legal gender changes has not yet 
materialized.

In schools, misinformation about sexual 
orientation and gender identity is rife and some 
children are taught by both teachers and parents 
that homosexuality is a mental illness. . . .

Vuong Kha Phong, LGBT rights programme 
officer at Vietnamese NGO iSEE, said shows 
that help promote visibility of sexual and gender 
minorities can boost tolerance but warned that 
while they were “a good first step,” they are not 
enough.

“While you may enjoy the show, you don’t 
really necessarily think about how they deserve 
access to healthcare or to good employment 
opportunities,” he said, explaining that 
transgender people had little access to mental 
health support or hormone therapy if they want to 
transition.

“If we don’t have more variety in visibility 
then transgender people will always be just the 
entertainment,” he said.

But for Nha Vy—who felt pressured by her 
family into having a child with her then-girlfriend 
so villagers would see her as a man—the most 
important thing is that she can be someone her 
boy can look up to.

“If anyone said anything bad about me, I 
don’t think he would be scared,” she said.

“I would want him to say: My father is 
LGBT... he can do lots of things and he is 
talented.”


