
Summer 
2019

Youngstown
Chapter

Visit our website at
www.youngstownpflag.org

Calendar

August 12-29 (9:30am-12:30pm) YWCA Employment 
Acquisition Workshop open to women and men 18 and 
older (see article on right)

August 13 YOUNGSTOWN AREA PFLAG SUPPORT 
GROUP MEETING (6:30-8:30PM) at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 323 Wick Avenue, Youngstown. The 
support, education and advocacy organization meets 
the second Tuesday of each month at the parish house 
of the church. The event is confidential and free. Light 
refreshments will be served.

September 10: PFLAG SUPPORT GROUP MEETING

September 21-22: Remote Area Medical Free Clin-
ic Youngstown at Covelli Center, 229 E. Front St. 
Youngstown. Free dental, vision, and medical provided. 
For more information contact Ramusa.org

September 21 (10am registration): NAMI (National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness) WALK, Steps Against Stigma) 
1 mile on park sidewalks. (See article on right)

October 2: (12:30-3:30pm) Health and Wellness Fair, 
Community Counseling Center, 2201 East State Street, 
Hermitage, PA 16148 PFLAG will be a participating 
vendor. 

October 6, Sunday (3pm) Non-Violence Week parade and 
rally in downtown Youngstown.

October 8: PFLAG SUPPORT GROUP MEETING

November 12: PFLAG SUPPORT GROUP MEETING
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Vice-President:
   Marguerite Felice
Secretary:
   Jan Baharis
Treasurer:
   Steve Schildcrout
Board Members:
   Liam Grice
   Trudy Mason
   Jeff Vargo
   Lisa White
Newsletter Editor:
   Tom Copeland

Steps against Stigma Walk
—Toni Schildcrout

NAMI Mahoning Valley will be holding 
its Steps against Stigma Walk on Saturday, 
September 21, 1 pm, at Wick Park, Youngstown. 
A small donation is requested. The one-mile 
walk will be on the park sidewalks. Registration 
begins at 10 am at the pavilion. Visit the info and 
vendor booths, meet the Scrappers, Phantoms, 
and Schwebel’s mascots and the Aut Mori Grotto 
clowns, enter the “electric slide” contest at 11. 
Work to reduce the stigma of mental illness in the 
Mahoning Valley.

YWCA 
Employment 
Acquisition 
Workshop

—Toni Schildcrout

The YWCA is holding 
workshops from July 
through December at 
YWCA Mahoning Valley: 
25 W. Rayen Ave., Youngstown. “What’s the 
secret to a great interview? What’s your money 
personality? Is your resume targeted to a job? 
to a career? Is losing your job the end or the 
beginning? How can you find resources during 
a job search? How can you put your skills and 
talents to work? Take charge of your career. Call 
Kim at 330-746-6361, ext. 122, to register. Collect 
up to $150.00 upon successful completion.
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What Is PFLAG?

Our Vision
We, the parents, families and friends of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons, 
celebrate diversity and envision a society that 
embraces everyone, including those of diverse 
sexual orientations and gender identities. Only with 
respect, dignity and equality for all will we reach 
our full potential as human beings, individually and 
collectively. PFLAG welcomes the participation and 
support of all who share in, and hope to realize this 
vision. 

Our Mission
 PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons, their 
families and friends through: support, to cope with 
an adverse society; education, to enlighten an ill-in-
formed public; and advocacy, to end discrimination 
and to secure equal civil rights. Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays provides opportunity for 
dialogue about sexual orientation and gender identity, 
and acts to create a society that is healthy and respect-
ful of human diversity.

Our Strategic Goals
1. Build the capacity of our organization at every level 

so that we may have all the resources, in the form 
of information, people and funding, necessary to 
move forward in our work with the greatest possible 
effect.

2. Create a world in which our young people may 
grow up and be educated with freedom from fear 
of violence, bullying and other forms of discrimi-

nation, regardless of their real or perceived gender 
identity or sexual orientation or that of their fami-
lies.

3. Make our vision and our message accessible to the 
broadest range of ethnic and cultural communities, 
ending the isolation of families with lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender family members within 
those communities.

4. Work toward full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender persons within their chosen com-
munities of faith.

5. Create a society in which all LGBT persons may 
openly and safely pursue the career path of their 
choice, and may be valued and encouraged to grow 
to their full potential in the workplace.

6. Create a society in which all lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender persons may enjoy, in every aspect 
of their lives, full civil and legal equality and may 
participate fully in all the rights, privileges and obli-
gations of full citizenship in this country.

We welcome the participation and support of all who 
share in our Vision and Mission and who hope to 
realize our goals. 

—See more at: http://community.pflag.org/page.aspx-
?pid=237#sthash.WpB2s9T6.dpuf

Submissions
The Youngstown Area PFLAG Rag needs your 

input.  There are four issues annually, having the 
following deadlines: March 1, June 1, September 
1, December 1 (this year a month earlier).  Send 
submissions (including pictures) to  
tcopeland@neo.rr.com or to

 Youngstown Area PFLAG
 313 N. Belle Vista Ave.
 Youngstown, OH  44509

Disclaimer
The views expressed 
in these pages are not 

necessarily those of the 
executive board, editor, 

or chapter.

Meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of 
every month at 6:30 
in the Parish House of 
St. John’s Episcopal 
Church (lower level), 
323 Wick Avenue, 
Youngstown, OH.  
Wick Ave. is open 
now!

Join Us

If you are joining as a new member, please 
send your name, email, postal address, and phone 
number to YoungstownAreaPFLAG@gmail.
com.  You may securely submit your dues of $25 
per household (or $15 for student/low-income) 
plus any optional donation using PayPal or a 
credit/debit card using the “Donate” button at our 
website:  www.youngstownpflag.org.
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Join or Renew Your 
Membership 

(Do it now so we won’t have to bother you later 
with reminder notices!)

PFLAG’s goal is to be helpful to you, but we 
need you to help us by joining or renewing your 
membership. 

Our new fiscal year runs October 1, 2019 to 
September 31, 2020. Take advantage of paying 
electronically and securely by credit or debit 
card (or PayPal) from our Website <https://www.
youngstownpflag.org/membership>. Click on 
“Join/Donate”, and proceed. If we don’t have your 
current contact information, please send an email to 
<YoungstownAreaPFLAG@gmail.com> with the 
information requested below. 

As a benefit of membership you will receive 
our quarterly newsletter by email. Please consider an 
additional tax-deductible donation, which will fund 
our local programs, brochures, supplies, and meeting 
expenses. We are all volunteers with no paid staff, 
and we depend on your continuing help in furthering 
LGBT equality through our mission of support, 
education, and advocacy. Thank you!

If you pay by mailing a check, please include the 
information requested below. 

( ) New  or  ( ) Renewal 
Membership levels: 
( ) $25 Household 
(includes membership in National PFLAG) 
( ) $15 Student/Low Income 
( ) $45 Nonprofit organization 
( ) $75 Corporate sponsorship 
( ) $_________ Additional donation
Total payment $___________ 
(Make your check payable to
Youngstown Area PFLAG.)

Our Organizational Members

Amazon Shopping 
Supports PFLAG

Help Youngstown PFLAG 
while shopping on Amazon.com by 
clicking the “Shop” button at <www.
youngstownpflag.org> for an active 
link to the Amazon site or by using 
this link: http://smile.amazon.com/
ch/34-1783833. Amazon will make 
a donation to our chapter for every 
purchase you make, with no extra cost 
to you or to us.

Name_______________________________________ 
Postal Address________________________________
Email _____________ Phone(optional)____________
Mail to Youngstown Area PFLAG, 2201 Goleta Ave., 
Youngstown, OH 44504

If your most recent dues payment was after April 1, 
2019, you are already paid up through September, 2020. 
If you have a question about dues or your membership 
status, please contact us at <youngstownareapflag@gmail.
com>.
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Full Spectrum’s Plans
Full Spectrum Community Outreach the 

Valley’s LGBTQIA+ Center is teaming up with 
St. John’s Episcopal Church of Youngstown 
to provide a Summer Carnival for the local 
community St. John’s Episcopal Church is one of 
Youngstown’s LGBTQIA+ welcoming churches, 
where ALL are welcome! We are excited to co-
create this event with St. John’s Episcopal Church 
of Youngstown. Their main concern was for this 
event to benefit us at Full Spectrum Community 
Outreach Center so that we can continue to 
provide the following to the LGBTQIA+ 
community within the Mahoning Valley: 

▪️Five free monthly support groups
▪️Free drop-in center with clothing, toilet-

ries, food, chest binders, wigs, makeup, 
and more.

▪️A full local community center
▪️Social events
▪️Inclusion training
▪️Free clothing drive
▪️Educational events
▪️Case management
▪️Pride in the Valley Festival
▪️and so much more!!
We want to invite you to attend this festival as a vendor. Vendor spaces are limited, so act now:
Non-Profit ($25.00) Registered non-profit, no sales permitted. Donations allowed. 10X10 

SPACE. Vendor must provide their own table and chairs. 
Craft Vendor ($50.00) Selling 100% homemade craft goods (Non-food). 10X10 SPACE. Vendor 

must provide their own table and chairs. 
Direct Sales ($75.00) Vendors that sell products that are not homemade (banks or larger corpora-

tions). 10X10 SPACE. Vendor must provide their own table and chairs. 
Food Vendor ($125.00) Concession food stands to sell food, drinks, bottled water. Food Permit 

Required. Water & electricity not provided. Vendor must provide their own. 10X10 SPACE. 
Vendor must provide their own table and chairs.

If you have any questions please let me know! We look forward to seeing you on Saturday, 
August 3 and Sunday, August 4, 2019 in downtown Youngstown, OH! 

Tim Bortner
CEO & Pride in the Valley Vendor Director
Full Spectrum Community Outreach Center
5060 Youngstown Poland Rd, Youngstown, OH 44514
Office: 234.254.8924, Cell: 330.892.8318
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Compass Community Health Fair on 
June 27th, held at the Help Network 
Community Center, providing peer 
resource and recovery programs for 

individuals with mental illness.

Warren Pride Festival, June 22
Trudy Mason and Jim Bogan are 

shown staffing the booth.

Today [6/24/19], Kansas became the 48th state, 
in addition to Washington, D.C. and Puerto 
Rico, to permit trans people to update the gen-
der marker on their birth certificates.

—Lambda Legal e-mail

Polarization
—Tom Copeland

In a recent article Steve Jordahl presents an interesting graph 
showing that Protestant pastors are getting mixed messages from 
their congregations about issues to address or to avoid in the pulpit 
(“Church Survey: Pastors pressured both to speak & to remain silent,” 
OneNewsNow, 4/24/19).

The numbers indicate that only LGBT issues have the power 
to make the pastors feel significantly pressured to speak or limited.  
Although between 7% and 18% of respondents reported feeling 
pressure and limitation on other social issues, gay issues evoked both 
feelings, in almost equal measure, in 22%-44% of the pastors.

Conservatives Concede
— Steve Jordahl, from “Losing on Marriage Doesn’t 

Mean We Give Up,” OneNewsNow, 5/1/19

Dr. Robert Jeffress of First Baptist-Dallas 
[said to OneNewsNow,] “I think a proper reading 
of culture right now is to understand that we have 
lost the war over ‘gay marriage,’ at least in the 
culture. . . . There is no reason to refight that war 
[or] to think that somehow we’re going to make 
gay marriage illegal.”. . .

Lay leader and religious liberty advocate 
Carmen Fowler LaBerge also said as much 
almost five years ago when the topic of same-sex 
marriage came up during an interview with the 

Washington 
Examiner:  
“When I say that 
the battle’s been 
lost culturally, I 
think that what 
we’re recognizing is we have to do a better job 
inside the church before the church starts trying to 
speak again to the culture at large on this issue,” 
she stated.
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Trauma Informed 
Community

—Jan Baharis

The Mahoning County Mental Health and 
Recovery Board, the Mahoning County Juvenile 
Court, and many community agencies and 
programs are working with the Ohio Department 
of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
to build a Trauma Informed Community in 
Mahoning County.  Youngstown Area PFLAG is 
participating with in this effort.

Duane Piccirilli, Executive Director of the 
Mahoning County Mental Health and Recovery 
Board, explains that “trauma is a set of normal 
human responses to threatening and stressful 

Contributions Made to 
Youngstown PFLAG

In honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of 
Sandy and Wade Driscoll.

In memory of Dr. Robert Gillette, Family 
Medicine, Poland, Ohio, who worked 
diligently to promote equality for LGBT 
people in his religious community.

In memory of Dr. Joshua Lukin, professor of 
English at Temple University, Philadelphia, 
who was originally from the Youngstown 
area and whose academic writings about U.S. 
minorities included LGBT.

Houston, TX: “Harris County Commis-
sioners have amended their employment 

and harassment provisions by adding 
sexual orientation and gender identity 
as new protected characteristics” (One-

NewsNow.com, 7/1/19)

situations.  For many, these experiences cause 
chronic stress and overwhelm children’s and 
adults’ ability to cope and react.  To address and 
help, a community approach is necessary that 
addresses our families’ emotional needs as well 
as avoid[ing] re-traumatization.”  The lasting 
effects of trauma can impair individuals’ ability to 
function at school, at jobs, and in social situations.  
Members of the LGBTQ community have often 
experienced traumatic events such as bullying, 
harassment, expulsion from homes, and physical 
or sexual assaults.  The effects can be devastating 
and life-long, but healing is possible with the right 
interventions.

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA), a 
division of the US Department of Health and 
Human Services, defines the following key 

principles of Trauma Informed Care:  safety;  
trustworthiness; peer support;  collaboration 
and mutuality; empowerment, voice and 
choice; and cultural, historical, and gender 
issues.   Sensitivity to and knowledge of these 
principles can determine how effectively we 
respond to those who have experienced trauma.

According to Mr. Piccirilli, the goal 
of the community project is “to expand 
opportunities for residents to receive trauma 

informed intervention by enhancing efforts for 
practitioners, facilities, and agencies to become 
competent in trauma informed practice.  We want 
to build a trauma informed community, creating 
environments of resiliency and hope.”  The project 
aims to reach and involve all aspects of our 
community, including social services, education, 
law enforcement, business, religion, mental health 
and substance abuse treatment, civic and volunteer 
groups, and any other interested groups.  Anyone 
can be affected by trauma.  Everyone deserves 
to be heard, understood, and helped rather than 
questioned, blamed, or re-traumatized.

The project emphasizes that when dealing 
with people we should always remember to 
ask not “What’s wrong with you?” but “What 
happened to you?”  This is the first step toward 
understanding.
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Together Alone:
The Epidemic of Gay Loneliness

—Michael Hobbes, Highline, 3/2/17

Gay people are now, depending on the study, 
between 2 and 10 times more likely than straight 
people to take their own lives. We’re twice as 
likely to have a major depressive episode. And 
just like the last epidemic we lived through, the 
trauma appears to be concentrated among men. In 
a survey of gay men who recently arrived in New 
York City, three-quarters suffered from anxiety or 
depression, abused drugs or 
alcohol or were having risky 
sex—or some combination of 
the three. Despite all the talk 
of our “chosen families,” gay 
men have fewer close friends 
than straight people or gay 
women. . . .

I’m a perpetually single 
gay guy who was raised 
in a bright blue city by 
PFLAG parents. I’ve never known anyone who 
died of AIDS, I’ve never experienced direct 
discrimination and I came out of the closet into 
a world where marriage, a picket fence, and 
a golden retriever were not just feasible, but 
expected. I’ve also been in and out of therapy 
more times than I’ve downloaded and deleted 
Grindr.

“Marriage equality and the changes in legal 
status were an improvement for some gay men,” 
says Christopher Stults, a researcher at New York 
University who studies the differences in mental 
health between gay and straight men. “But for 
a lot of other people, it was a letdown. Like, 
we have this legal status, and yet there’s still 
something unfulfilled.”

This feeling of emptiness, it turns out, is not 
just an American phenomenon. In the Netherlands, 
where gay marriage has been legal since 2001, 
gay men remain three times more likely to suffer 
from a mood disorder than straight men, and 10 
times more likely to engage in “suicidal self-

harm.” In Sweden, which has had civil unions 
since 1995 and full marriage since 2009, men 
married to men have triple the suicide rate of men 
married to women.

All of these unbearable statistics lead to the 
same conclusion: It is still dangerously alienating 
to go through life as a man attracted to other men. 
The good news, though, is that epidemiologists 
and social scientists are closer than ever to 
understanding all the reasons why. . . .

When the disparity [in the health of straight 
and gay men] first came to light in the ’50s 
and ’60s, doctors thought it was a symptom 
of homosexuality itself, just one of many 

manifestations of what was, 
at the time, known as “sexual 
inversion.” As the gay rights 
movement gained steam, 
though, . . . the explanation 
shifted to trauma. Gay men 
were being kicked out of their 
own families, their love lives 
were illegal. Of course they 
had alarming rates of suicide 

and depression. “That was the idea I had, too,” 
Salway says, “that gay suicide was a product 
of a bygone era, or it was concentrated among 
adolescents who didn’t see any other way out.”

And then he looked at the data. The problem 
wasn’t just suicide, it wasn’t just afflicting 
teenagers and it wasn’t just happening in areas 
stained by homophobia. He found that gay men 
everywhere, at every age, have higher rates of 
cardiovascular disease, cancer, incontinence, 
erectile dysfunction, allergies, and asthma—you 
name it, we got it. In Canada, Salway eventually 
discovered, more gay men were dying from 
suicide than from AIDS, and had been for years. 
(This might be the case in the U.S. too, he says, 
but no one has bothered to study it.)

“We see gay men who have never been 
sexually or physically assaulted with similar 
post-traumatic stress symptoms to people who 
have been in combat situations or who have been 
raped,” says Alex Keuroghlian, a psychiatrist 
at the Fenway Institute’s Center for Population 
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Research in LGBT Health.

Gay men are, as Keuroghlian puts it, “primed 
to expect rejection.” We’re constantly scanning 
social situations for ways we may not fit into 
them. We struggle to assert ourselves. We replay 
our social failures on a loop. . . .

The term researchers use to explain this 
phenomenon is “minority stress.” In its most 
direct form, it’s pretty simple: Being a member 
of a marginalized group requires extra effort. 
When you’re the only woman at a business 
meeting, or the only black guy in your college 
dorm, you have to think on a level that members 
of the majority don’t. . . .  I spent my adolescence 
. . . being careful, slipping up, stressing out, 
overcompensating. Once, at a water park, one of 
my middle-school friends caught me staring at 
him as we waited for a slide. “Dude, did you just 
check me out?” he said. I managed to deflect—
something like “Sorry, you’re not my type”—then 
I spent weeks afterward worried about what he 
was thinking about me. But he never brought it 
up. All the bullying took place in my head.

“The trauma for gay men is the prolonged 
nature of it,” says William Elder, a sexual trauma 
researcher and psychologist. “If you experience 
one traumatic event, you have the kind of PTSD 
that can be resolved in four to six months of 
therapy. But if you experience years and years of 
small stressors—little things where you think, Was 
that because of my sexuality?—that can be even 
worse.” . . . [A]s Elder puts it, being in the closet 
is like someone having someone punch you lightly 
on the arm, over and over. At first, it’s annoying. 
After a while, it’s infuriating. Eventually, it’s 
all you can think about. . . .  All those little 
punches combine with our adaptations to them, 
[says Annesa Flentje, a stress researcher at the 
University of California, San Francisco], and 
become “automatic ways of thinking that never 
get challenged or turned off, even thirty years 
later.” . . .

But minority stress doesn’t fully explain 
why gay men have such a wide array of health 
problems. Because while the first round of damage 
happens before we come out of the closet, the 

second, and maybe more severe, comes afterward. 
. . . 

For decades, . . . psychologists thought . . . 
that the key stages in identity formation for gay 
men all led up to coming out, that once we were 
finally comfortable with ourselves, we could begin 
building a life within a community of people 
who’d gone through the same thing. But over the 
last 10 years, what researchers have discovered is 
that the struggle to fit in only grows more intense. 
A study published in 2015 found that rates of 
anxiety and depression were higher in men who 
had recently come out than in men who were still 
closeted.

“It’s like you emerge from the closet 
expecting to be this butterfly and the gay 
community just slaps the idealism out of you,” 
Adam says. When he first started coming out, 
he says, “I went to West Hollywood because I 
thought that’s where my people were. But it was 
really horrifying. It’s made by gay adults, and it’s 
not welcoming for gay kids. You go from your 
mom’s house to a gay club where a lot of people 
are on drugs and it’s like, this is my community? 
It’s like the fucking jungle.” . . .  “The bullied kids 
of our youth,” Paul says, “grew up and became 
bullies themselves.” . . .

For other minority groups, living in a 
community with people like them is linked to 
lower rates of anxiety and depression. It helps to 
be close to people who instinctively understand 
you. But for us, the effect is the opposite. 
Several studies have found that living in gay 
neighborhoods predicts higher rates of risky 
sex and meth use and less time spent on other 
community activities like volunteering or playing 
sports. A 2009 study suggested that gay men who 
were more linked to the gay community were less 
satisfied with their own romantic relationships.

“Gay and bisexual men talk about the gay 
community as a significant source of stress in their 
lives,” [says John Pachankis, a stress researcher 
at Yale]. The fundamental reason for this, he says, 
is that “in-group discrimination” does more harm 
to your psyche than getting rejected by members 
of the majority. It’s easy to ignore, roll your eyes 
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and put a middle finger up to straight people who 
don’t like you because, whatever, you don’t need 
their approval anyway. Rejection from other gay 
people, though, feels like losing your only way 
of making friends and finding love. Being pushed 
away from your own people hurts more because 
you need them more. . . .

[Ironically dating apps, meant to facilitate 
social interaction, actually cause isolation by 
enabling us to avoid situations where friendships 
might be formed.]  The worst thing about the 
apps, though, and why they’re relevant to the 
health disparity between gay and straight men, 
is . . . . that they are almost perfectly designed to 
underline our negative beliefs about ourselves. 
In interviews that Elder, the post-traumatic stress 
researcher, conducted with gay men in 2015, 
he found that 90 percent said they wanted a 
partner who was tall, young, white, muscular and 
masculine. For the vast majority of us who barely 
meet one of those criteria, much less all five, the 
hookup apps merely provide an efficient way to 
feel ugly. . . .

[And remember too that institutionalized 
oppression also causes physical and psychological 
damage.]  When we think of marriage laws or hate 
crime prohibitions, we tend to think of them as 
protections of our rights. What’s less understood is 
that laws literally affect our health.

One of the most striking studies I found 
described the spike in anxiety and depression 
among gay men in 2004 and 2005, the years 
when 14 states passed constitutional amendments 
defining marriage as being between a man and 
a woman. Gay men in those states showed a 37 
percent increase in mood disorders, a 42 percent 
increase in alcoholism and a 248 percent increase 
in generalized anxiety disorder.

The most chilling thing about those numbers 
is that the legal rights of gay people living in 
those states didn’t materially change. We couldn’t 
get married in Michigan before the amendment 
passed, and we couldn’t get married in Michigan 
after it passed. The laws were symbolic. They 
were the majority’s way of informing gay people 
that we weren’t wanted. What’s worse, the rates 

of anxiety and depression didn’t just jump in the 
states that passed constitutional amendments. 
They increased (though less dramatically) 
among gay people across the entire country. The 
campaign to make us suffer worked. . . .

[Dealing with minority stress must involve 
early work in the schools, where kids tend to 
blame themselves for the abuse they suffer; 
getting them to talk about it is the first step.  
Treating adults is more complicated but less 
fraught with political difficulties.]

The problem, [says Nicholas Heck, a 
researcher at Marquette University], is that we’ve 
built entirely separate infrastructures around 
mental illness, HIV prevention, and substance 
abuse, even though all the evidence indicates that 
they are not three epidemics, but one. People who 
feel rejected are more likely to self-medicate, 
which makes them more likely to have risky sex, 
which makes them more likely to contract HIV, 
which makes them more likely to feel rejected, 
and so on. . . .

I don’t know if we’ll ever see the mental 
health gap between straight people and gay people 
close, at least not fully. There will always be 
more straight kids than gay kids, we will always 
be isolated among them, and we will always, on 
some level, grow up alone in our families and our 
schools and our towns. But perhaps that’s not all 
bad. Our distance from the mainstream may be 
the source of some of what ails us, but it is also 
the source of our wit, our resilience, our empathy, 
our superior talents for dressing and dancing and 
karaoke. We have to recognize that, as we fight for 
better laws and better environments—and as we 
figure out how to be better to each other.

I keep thinking of something Paul, the 
software developer, told me: “For gay people, 
we’ve always told ourselves that when the AIDS 
epidemic was over we’d be fine. Then it was, 
when we can get married we’ll be fine. Now it’s, 
when the bullying stops we’ll be fine. We keep 
waiting for the moment when we feel like we’re 
not different from other people. But the fact is, we 
are different. It’s about time we accept that and 
work with it.”
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Gay Computer Pioneer 
to Feature on Bank of 

England £50 Note
—Lib Dem FoP, Daily Kos, 7/15/19

The Governor of the Bank of England 
announced that the pioneering computer scientist 
Alan Turing will appear on the reverse of the new 
polymer £50 note to be issued from next year. 
The image to be used on the reverse of the note is 
[below].

The 
image will 
cover about 
2/3rds of 
the back 
with the rest 
being taken 
by a panel 
including a 
clear panel 
“watermark” 

and holograms. Just the main image was released 
today with the design of the whole note still being 
undertaken. The style will be similar to the £10 
note which features the author Jane Austin [sic].

The £50 note will be the largest of the new 
polymer notes, both in terms of value and size 
although smaller than the existing design. Bank of 
England notes are size and color coded, hence the 
predominance of red in the image.

The public were asked to nominate a scientist 
to feature on the new note. Nearly a quarter of 
a million people suggested 989 different names. 
These were reduced to a shortlist of 12. The final 
decision was made by the Governor, Mark Carney.

Turing is best known for his work to develop 
his “bombe” which enabled the fast decyphering 
of the German Enigma code. He and the rest 
of the decyrypters at their wartime home of 
Bletchley Park are thought to have shortened 
WWII by two years and consequently millions 
of lives were saved. He went on to help develop 
the first commercial electronic computer and 

developed an interest in mathematical aspects of 
biology, such as why a pine cone conforms to the 
Fibonacci. These aspects are recognised in the 
elements that make up the image.  [See article in 
Daily Kos for complete annotated list.] . . .

In his speech introducing the new design 
Mark Carney paid tribute to the effect [Turing’s] 
death had had and its importance for many gay 
men prosecuted before the reform of the law.

Turing also leaves a very different, though 
no less important, legacy.  In March 1952, 
he was convicted of Gross Indecency for his 
private relationship with a man, avoiding prison 
only by submitting to chemical castration.  His 
security clearance was revoked for no reason 
other than his homosexuality, bringing to an end 
a promising post-war career as a consultant for 
GCHQ.  He died shortly thereafter, on 7 June 
1954, from cyanide poisoning.

In 2009, the then Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown made an official posthumous apology 
on behalf of the “government and all those 
who live freely thanks to Turing’s work” for 
his “utterly unfair” treatment. Turing received 
a royal pardon for his conviction in December 
2013 and in 2017 the “Alan Turing Law” 
was passed, pardoning the nearly 50,000 men 
cautioned or convicted under now-rescinded 
historical legislation that outlawed homosexual 
acts.  

In the UK today, we are fortunate to live 
in more inclusive times.  Thanks to groups like 
the Sexual Law Reform Society and Stonewall, 
and initiatives like Pride, there has been huge 
progress towards ending the unfair treatment 
of people on the basis of sexual orientation and 
creating a society in which everyone can be 
their true selves without fear or favour.

The effect of that change was emphasised by 
the footnote attached to the last paragraph.

The Bank of England aims to be an 
LGBT+ inclusive employer, taking part in the 
London Pride parade every year and flying 
the pride flag atop its Threadneedle Street 
building.  The Bank has a thriving LGBT+ & 
Allies Network which was launched in 2006 
and now has around 350 members and allies.  In 
2018, the Bank supported the rollout of rainbow 
lanyards in the spirit of creating a visibly 
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inclusive and supportive environment—these 
are now worn by more than 1,000 colleagues. 
We complete the Stonewall benchmarking 
exercise each year and were pleased to have 
increased our ranking by over 100 places in 201  
[sic].

Canadian “LGBT Purge” 
Victims to Receive 

Compensation
—Lily Wakefield , Pink News, 7/15/19

718 victims of Canada’s “LGBT purge” are 
receiving compensation for the discrimination 
they suffered because of “state-sponsored 
homophobia, bi-phobia and transphobia.”

Canada’s “LGBT purge” is the name given 
to policies which lasted from the 1950s until the 
1990s, under which Canadian federal employees 
were discharged, demoted, and discriminated 
against for being LGBT+.

The class action lawsuit settlement was 
agreed to in 2018, and victims are now beginning 
to receive money.

According to The Canadian Press, between 
$50 million and $110 million in overall 
compensation will be given by the Canadian 
government, with eligible victims receiving 
between $5,000 and $175,000 depending on the 
seriousness of their cases.

According to LGBT Purge Class Action: 
“Canada has a sordid history of what can be 
termed as state sponsored homophobia, bi-phobia 
and transphobia.

“For decades there was a policy aimed at 
oppressing and consequently criminalising same-
sex conduct through ‘heteronormalisation.’”

LGBT Purge Class Action is an organisation 
that was set up to help victims of the purge reach 
the historic settlement, and said that victims “were 
systemically discriminated against, harassed, and 
often fired as a matter of policy and sanctioned 
practice. They were followed, interrogated, and Justin Trudeau, Getty

abused.”
The Canadian government began rooting out 

LGBT+ federal employees during the Cold War 
because it thought they posed a threat to national 
security. 

They were perceived to have sympathy with 
Communists, and closeted LGBT+ people were 
thought to be more vulnerable to blackmail.

Authorities used a creation called the Fruit 
Machine to supposedly identify homosexual 
people, which showed public servants and military 
personnel sexually explicit pictures and measured 
how they reacted. . . .  [It] was later discredited.

Doug Elliott, who led the class action, said 
victims “are very damaged by their experience” 
[and] told The Canadian Press that he had trouble 
convincing eligible victims to sign on.

He said: “The main problem was that people 
who were aware of the settlement were having 
tremendous psychological difficulties filing their 
claims.

“It’s hard to overstate the level of paranoia. 
A lot of people felt that it was all a trick and a 
trap, and they were going to lay bare their souls 
to the government, and the government was going 
to refuse to pay them and was going to use the 
information against them somehow.

“These people are very damaged by their 
experience, and very mistrustful.

“Even the very well-adjusted ones live in a 
state of barely contained anxiety that something 
terrible is about to happen to them, particularly in 
the employment context.

“A lot of them fear that they’re going to show 
up at work, and they’re going to be suddenly 
fired.”

The 
government 
and Prime 
Minister 
Justin Trudeau 
officially 
apologised 
to victims in 
2017.
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What’s It Like to Go on a 
Conservative Dating App?

—Doctor RJ, Daily Kos, 6/19/19

Trump.Dating, DonaldDaters, and 
TrumpSingles.com are all advertised explicitly 
to Cult 45 members, with slogans such as “Make 
America Date Again.” TrumpSingles.com claims 
more than 45,000 members. Trump.Dating wants 
people who are seeking to “deport liberals from 
your love life.” It also excludes any possible 
gay conservatives out there by making the only 
choices for registration “straight woman” and 
“straight man.” . . . 

I decided to 
[create] a profile on 
Righter to see what 
one could expect from 
a dating app based on 
conservative principles. 
The first thing that’s 
apparent is the binary 
choices. Like some of 
the Trump dating apps/
sites discussed above, 
the gender choices are limited to male or female. 
And once you are in the app, the possible matches 
for a user are limited to only those of the opposite 
sex.

Sorry, Mary Cheney and gay Republicans! 
Y’all don’t exist in conservative principles world!

Another thing that becomes clear is that 
conservative dating apps such as Righter are 
basically just like the normal dating apps, just 
shittier. The people one sees in the app seem like 
the types of people one sees in ordinary dating, 
except there there’s a lot of talk about Jesus, 
guns, and taxes being theft. However, if there’s an 
audience of neglected conservatives needing love, 
it’s a very small one. 

I used the app in a pretty conservative area 
of the country, where one would think Righter’s 
bread-and-butter user base would come from. 
There were only a handful of matches nearby, and 
most of the matches were hundreds of miles away.

Pulse Isn’t Over
—Based on article by Gabe Ortiz, Daily Kos, 6/12/19

Wednesday, June 12, marks three years since 
the mass shooting that stole the lives of dozens at 
Pulse, a nightclub in Orlando, Florida. It’s been 
three years, but for many of the survivors, the 
pain remains overwhelming. “We clam up and we 
close up because we have no one to talk to who 
understands,” said Sylvia Serrano. She said she 
hid in a club bathroom for her life. “People think, 
‘You didn’t get shot so you’re OK.’ But I saw my 
best friend die.”

In addition to Serrano’s friend, 48 other 
people were killed. She said that adding to this 
tragedy is that the shooting targeted an already 
vulnerable population. “LGBTQ adults are more 
than twice as likely to experience a mental health 
condition and are at greater risk for suicidal 
thoughts,” the Tampa Bay Times reports. “The 
general population doesn’t always understand 
how the shooting was a terrorist attack on people 
already at risk.”

Shaker Heights
in the News

—PFLAG Equality Bulletin, 7/26/19

With a sweeping set of updates and actions 
over the past month, Shaker Heights this 
week became the 26th Ohio locality to pass 
comprehensive and inclusive protections for the 
LGBTQ+ community.
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‘deconstruction’; the biblical phrase is ‘falling 
away.’ By all the measurements that I have for 
defining a Christian, I am not a Christian. Many 
people tell me that there is a different way to 
practise faith and I want to remain open to this, 
but I’m not there now.”

He added, “I have lived in repentance for 
the past several years—repenting of my self-
righteousness, my fear-based approach to life, the 
teaching of my books, my views of women in the 
church, and my approach to parenting to name a 
few.

“But I specifically want to add to this list 
now: to the LGBTQ+ community, I want to say 
that I am sorry for the views that I taught in my 
books and as a pastor regarding sexuality. “I 
regret standing against marriage equality, for 
not affirming you and your place in the church, 
and for any ways that my writing and speaking 
contributed to a culture of exclusion and bigotry. 
I hope you can forgive me.”

His bestselling book was to be discontinued 
because of its “flaws,” he said.

Author of Christian 
Relationship Guide Says 
He Has Lost His Faith

—Harriet Sherwood, Guardian Weekly, 7/23/19

. . . . Joshua Harris, whose biblical guide to 
relationships I Kissed Dating Goodbye sold nearly 
1,000,000 copies around the world after it was 
published in 1997, has also apologised to LGBT+ 
people for contributing to a “culture of exclusion 
and bigotry.”

In his book, Harris, 
a former pastor at a US 
megachurch, urged young 
Christians to reject dating 
for “courtship” under the 
guidance of parents and 
observing sexual abstinence. 
Young couples should not kiss, hold hands, or 
spend time alone together before marriage, he 
said. Dating was spiritually unhealthy and a 
“training ground for divorce,” the book argued. 
. . .

Harris later became a senior pastor in the 
Covenant Life church in Gaithersburg, Maryland, 
which he left in 2015. The church had been 
accused of covering up allegations of child sexual 
abuse by failing to report the claims to police.

Last year, Harris disavowed the ideas in 
I Kissed Dating Goodbye, saying in a statement, 
“I no longer agree with its central idea that dating 
should be avoided. I now think dating can be a 
healthy part of a person developing relationally 
and learning the qualities that matter most in a 
partner. “To those who read my book and were 
misdirected or unhelpfully influenced by it, I am 
sincerely sorry.”

This month he announced on Instagram that 
he and his wife were separating after 21 years of 
marriage because “significant changes have taken 
place in both of us.” Another Instagram message 
posted nine days later said he had “undergone a 
massive shift in regard to my faith in Jesus.”

He wrote, “The popular phrase for this is 

 Photograph: TEDx Talks

Anti-LGBTQ Tennessee 
Politician Resigns after 

Reports of Sexually 
Explicit Messages on 

Grindr
—Jen Hayden, Daily Kos, 7/25/19

Tennessee state Rep. Bill Sanderson abruptly 
resigned this week, telling the Tennessean that 
he wanted to spend more time at his business, 
a Tennessee winery, and with his family. His son-
in-law was recently diagnosed with cancer.

However, Tennessee political reporter 
Cari Gervin says there is more to the story. She 
contacted him last week to get comments on 
a story she was working on for her newsletter 
reporting that Sanderson had been using the 
LGBTQ-oriented app Grindr to meet young men. 
Gervin noted that in the messages and photos from 
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Grindr she’d obtained, Sanderson used his real 
job title, real telephone number, and real photos of 
himself in communications with potential dates. 
Gervin didn’t include the messages, but she did 
detail what she saw.

The Grindr messages that I reviewed, as in 
the ones posted by The Dirty, instruct the men to 
text him at a phone number with a 731 area code. 
If you Google that number, you’ll find page after 
page connecting that number to either the White 
Squirrel Winery—which Sanderson owns—or 
sites where it is listed as 
Sanderson’s cell number. 
The texts I saw were sent by 
the same number. It is the 
same number I used to call 
Sanderson for comment on 
this story and have texted him 
on since. (Again, he claims 
that the texts were faked.)

Those texts, in addition 
to including the nude photo, 
are frequently explicit in 
terms of discussing sexual 
activity. I’m not going to 
quote from the explicit parts, 
as Sanderson (allegedly) exchanged them with 
a reasonable expectation of privacy. But I will 
note that in his 2013 Grindr profile, which could 
be seen by anyone using the app, he writes, “I’ve 
seen a lot and done a lot, but I really haven’t had a 
connection with a guy and I have a burning desire 
to have that relationship. I like down and dirty 
guy to guy play too! So, I guess you might say, 
nothing will be held back. . . .” (Sanderson says he 
did not write this.)

Gervin also noted the sticky ethics of 
“outing” someone, but since Sanderson was using 
his real details to communicate on a widely known 
gay dating site, he outed himself. And, of course, 
he has a long history of voting for anti-LGBTQ 
legislation in Tennessee. Gervin did a terrific 
roundup of his votes on that front:

Sanderson, during his time in office, has 
cast many, many votes in support of anti-LGBT 
legislation. In 2011, Sanderson voted to adopt HB 

600, which banned municipalities from adopting 
ordinances prohibiting anti-LGBT discrimination 
and overrode and nullified an ordinance that 
Nashville had adopted. In 2012, Sanderson voted 
for legislation requiring abstinence-based sex 
education in public schools, a bill that notably 
banned discussion of “gateway sexual activity.” 
(Never mind that premarital abstinence tends to 
not end up so well.)

In 2016 Sanderson signed onto a resolution 
denouncing the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling 

legalizing gay marriage in 
Obergefell v. Hodges. He then 
voted to defund the University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville’s Office 
of Diversity over a controversy 
surrounding the annual Sex Week 
and the use of gender neutral 
pronouns. Sanderson supported 
HB 1840, the bill that allowed 
therapists to decline to see patients 
if they are gay, in violation 
of the American Counseling 
Association’s code of ethics. In 
2017, he voted for HB 1111, the 
“natural and ordinary meaning” 

bill, widely perceived as an effort to attack LGBT 
parents.

As recently as this year, Sanderson supported 
four more anti-LGBTQ bills. Gervin also notes 
that Nashville station WKRN-TV recorded an 
interview with a man in 2016 who says he met 
Sanderson at his winery when he was 19 years 
old. The political science student says he wanted 
to get advice about how to break into politics and 
was instead given a shoulder massage and wine, 
including bottles of wine to take home, despite 
being underage. 

As of now, Sanderson is denying it all, 
claiming that he’d been thinking of resigning for 
months and that it had nothing to do with the story 
being released this week. Imani Gandy on Twitter 
said it best:

Imani Gandy@AngryBlackLady
I wish people would just be gay and stop 

being assholes about it.

Tennessee state Rep. Bill Sanderson,
from Tennessee General Assembly website
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Cold-Shouldered by Youth
—Tom Copeland

A recent Harris Poll of citizens of all ages 
shows a sharp decline among persons 18-34, 
especially women, in comfort level with LGBTQ+ 
issues and individuals, such as school lessons and 
the coming out of the family doctor.  Increased 
exposure to hate speech, especially in social 
media, is thought partly responsible, according 
to Susan Miller (“The young are regarded as the 
most tolerant generation. That’s why results of 
this LGBTQ survey are ‘alarming,’” USA Today, 
6/24/19).  

The American Family Association (7/2/19)
gives some interesting specifics: 

75% of [young respondents] have at least 
one [gay]friend. 

In 2016, 63% of millennials considered 
themselves “allies” of the LGBT movement. 
But that number fell to 53% in 2017, and 
plunged to 45% last year.

Today, 36% of millennials are not 
comfortable when they learn a family member 
is homosexual (up from 29% a year ago). . .

A startling 42% of millennial males are 
uncomfortable learning that their child has 
had a lesson on LGBT history at school or has 
a homosexual teacher. That’s up from 27% a 
scant two years ago.  (“LGBT Study Shows 
an ‘Erosion’ 
of Support by 
Millennials,” afa.
net)

Miller’s article 
documents but does 
not discuss a consistent 
increase in comfort level 
among persons 72 and 
older.

Boy Scouts
on Verge of Bankruptcy

—Scott Morefield, Daily Caller, 12/12/18

The Boy Scouts of America is considering 
declaring bankruptcy, according to a Wall Street 
Journal report.

The Wednesday report comes in the wake of 
sinking membership and multiple controversies 
surrounding the 108-year-old organization, 
including sex abuse allegations and its 
controversial decision to change its program name 
from Boy Scouts to Scouts BSA and allow girls 
into that program.

Chicago law firm Sidley Austin has 
reportedly been hired to assist in what would be a 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing.

As the organization has made decisions 
deemed to be more inclusive, such as allowing 
openly gay scouts in 2013 and scoutmasters in 
2015 as well as the 2018 decision to allow girls, 
membership has continued to decline sharply, 
from over 4 million members at its peak to a 
claimed 2.3 million members at present.

Those numbers will likely continue to 
decline. Earlier this year, the Mormon church 
announced the end of a long-standing partnership 
with the Boy Scouts and the formation of its own 
program for boys beginning in 2020, a move that 
could cost the organization almost a third of its 
members. The church was reportedly “deeply 
troubled” by the group’s decision to allow openly 
gay leaders.

Additionally, the Boy Scouts have come 
under criticism of late for keeping records of 
sex abuse perpetrated by scoutmasters—called 
the “perversion files”—under wraps for decades 
instead of revealing them to the public.

Mike Roe wrote in May of the “death of the 
Boy Scouts of America.”

In my opinion, this kind of attrition can only 
explained by an increasing lack of relevance, or, 
the perception of irrelevance. Right now, there’s 
a perception that The Boy Scouts have gone soft. 
That’s the real tragedy, Sharon, because I can’t 

think of anything more needed in our country 
today, than a youth organization that offers kids 
the same experience I underwent in the basement 
of Kenwood Church. Why? Because our country’s 
current obsession with ‘safe spaces’ is destroying 
character faster than the Boy Scouts of today can 
build it.
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Conversion Therapy on the 
Ropes in California

ACR 99, a bill in the California legislature, 
says, in brief, “This measure would call upon all 
Californians to embrace the individual and social 
benefits of family and community acceptance, 
upon religious leaders to counsel on LGBTQ 
matters from a place of love, compassion, and 
knowledge of the psychological and other harms 
of conversion therapy, and upon the people of 
California and the institutions of California 
with great moral influence to model equitable 
treatment of all people of the state” (http://leginfo.
legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_
id=201920200ACR99).

. . . “[E]x-gay leaders Ken Williams and 
Elizabeth Woning protested the bill. As Woning 
wrote, ‘For us, walking out our faith with biblical 
conviction means life and hope. Our faith has 
saved us from suicide and given us freedom 
to live with clear consciences. We too would 
like to be acknowledged 
and affirmed. . . .  Instead, 
activists attack our efforts to 
care for like-minded friends 
by promoting dangerous 
counseling restrictions and 
stifling our free speech’” 
(OneNewsNow.com, 7/1/19).

Maine Governor OKs 
Ban on Gay Conversion 

Therapy for Minors
—Associated Press, National Post, 5/29/19

Maine banned gay conversion therapy for 
minors on [May 29], joining more than a dozen 
other states that have outlawed the controversial 
practice.

Democratic Gov. 
Janet Mills signed the 
bill Wednesday, and it 
will take effect 90 days 
after the Legislature 
adjourns next month.

Conversion therapy 
aims to change a person’s sexual orientation or 
gender identity. Under the new law, professionals, 
including school psychologists, pharmacy 
technicians, and social workers, who have 
advertised, offered, or administered conversion 
therapy to a child could face discipline from 
licensing boards. . . .

“Conversion therapy is a harmful, widely 
discredited practice that has no place in Maine,” 
Mills said. “By signing this bill into law today, we 
send an unequivocal message to young LGBTQ 
people in Maine and across the country: We stand 
with you, we support you, and we will always 
defend your right to be who you are.”

A law against conversion therapy was signed 
recently in Massachusetts, while states including 
North Carolina are considering such legislation 
this year.

“With this law, Maine is taking seriously its 
responsibility to ensure [that] youth and parents 
who seek support are not subjected to fraudulent 
and dangerous practices under the guise of 
therapy,” said Mary Bonauto, the Civil Rights 
Project director for GLBTQ Legal Advocates & 
Defenders.

Maine’s former Republican governor vetoed 
a similar measure last year, but the bill has gained 
momentum this year under a Democratic-led 

Legislature. Republicans argued that the bill was 
unnecessary, while also contending that it would 
prevent parents from seeking religious counsellors 
for their children.

“There have not been any recorded cases 
of this happening in Maine,” said state House 
Republicans spokesman John Bott.

Republicans failed to pass an amendment 
to exclude talk therapy and counselling from 
counting as conversion therapy.

Maine’s law exempts treatment that offers 
acceptance, support, and understanding while 
being neutral on sexual orientation and gender 
identity.

Maine Governor Janet Mills (AP)

Click on picture if reading 
on the computer.
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Israel’s Conversion Therapy
—TruthWinsOut e-mail, 7/14/19

Truth Wins Out called on Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to dismiss 
Education Minister Rafi Peretz today after he 
expressed support for the destructive practice of 
conversion therapy, which unsuccessfully purports 
to turn LGBT people into heterosexuals. Worse, 
Peretz told a broadcaster that he had actually 
practiced this discredited form of quackery 
himself. . . .  The LGBT Jewish Organization 
A Wider Bridge announced it would lead a protest 
demanding that Netanyahu dismiss Peretz. Truth 
Wins Out fully supports this demonstration and 
hopes it will lead to action by Netanyahu. . . .

. . . First time lesbian Mayors – 
Tampa Mayor Jane Castor;

Satya Rhodes-Conway, Mayor of 
Madison, Wisconsin; 

and Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot
connected at the Bloomberg Leadership Initiative! 

(Victory Institute: Outpower, 7/8/19)

Pete Assault Allegation
a False Smear

—OG Gaga Stan, The Daily Beast, 4/30/19

A pair of right-wing provocateurs are being 
accused of attempting to recruit young Republican 
men to level false allegations of sexual assault 
against Democratic presidential candidate Pete 
Buttigieg.

The details of the operatives’ attempt emerged 
as one man suddenly surfaced with a vague and 
uncorroborated allegation that Buttigieg had 
assaulted him. The claim was retracted hours later 
on a Facebook page appearing to belong to the 
man.

A Republican source told The Daily Beast 
that lobbyist Jack Burkman and internet troll 
Jacob Wohl approached him last week to try to 
convince him to falsely accuse Buttigieg, the 
former mayor of South Bend, Indiana, of engaging 
him sexually while he was too drunk to consent. 

The source who spoke to The Daily Beast 
said Burkman and Wohl made clear that their 
goal was to kneecap Buttigieg’s momentum in 
the 2020 presidential race. The man asked to 
remain anonymous out of a concern that the 
resulting publicity might imperil his employment, 
and because he said Wohl and Burkman have a 
reputation for vindictiveness.

Kamala Harris Unveils 
Plan to Fight the Spread 

of HIV
—Laura Clawson, Daily Kos, 6/20/19

There’s a medication that’s 92% effective 
at preventing AIDS transmission, but too many 
people can’t afford it. Sen. Kamala Harris 
unveiled a plan to change that on Thursday [6/20]. 
Harris’ plan would require insurance companies to 
cover Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) without 
a copay and would create a federal grant program 
to help people without insurance get PrEP, along 
with an awareness-raising campaign so that people 
who could benefit would know that the drug exists 
and how they could get it.

“For too many in our country, lack of 
insurance coverage and exorbitant costs have put 
PrEP out of reach—and that needs to change,” 
Harris said in a statement. “Nearly four decades 
since the beginning of the HIV/AIDS crisis that 
took so many lives and caused countless others to 
live in fear, we can and will stop the spread of this 
disease.”

While PrEP is expensive, costing more than 
$20,000 a year, HIV is also expensive. Slowing 
the spread of HIV would lead to significant 
healthcare cost savings in addition to saving lives.
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‘“Last Resort” Letter 
Argues Pope Contradicting 

Catholic Doctrine
—Steve Jordahl, OneNewsNow.com, 5/2/19

A Catholic journalist is among the signatories 
of an open letter that states the words and actions 
of Pope Francis have brought about “one of the 
worst crises” in the history of the Roman Catholic 
Church.

Nineteen prominent and respected Catholic 
clergy and scholars have published an open letter 
accusing Pope Francis of heresy. The 20-page 
letter—addressed to Catholic bishops around the 
world and dated “Easter Week, 2019”—contains 
seven charges of “canonical delict of heresy” 
against the pope and gives multiple examples of 
each.  [The article offers no examples.] . . .

“It’s really not so much [about] 
homosexuality,” [Dr. Brian McCall, 
editor of Catholic Family News,] 
tells OneNewsNow. “It is really the 
fundamental Catholic moral principle that sexual 
relations are limited in their moral freedom solely 
to a validly married husband and wife.”

McCall contends the pope has contradicted 
Catholic doctrine about divorce as well. . . .

Several Catholic scholars have linked 
the priest abuse scandal to a flourishing “gay” 
subculture in Catholic seminaries and the Vatican 
itself. The letter cites several instances of the pope 
shielding alleged abusive clergy.

“[And] as these doctrines became weakened 
[and] undermined, then behavior—including 
behavior in the seminaries—conformed to the new 
belief,” McCall concludes.

The letter came after several unsuccessful 
attempts to get the pope to clarify several heretical 
comments. In fact, the letter describes itself as 
“a last resort” in response to “the accumulating 
harm caused by Pope Francis’s words and actions 
over several years, which have given rise to one 
of the worst crises in the history of the Catholic 
Church.”

Republican Compared 
Anti-LGBTQ Proposal 

to Saving Jews from 
Holocaust

—Daniel Marans, HuffPost, 7/9/19

[North Carolina State Sen. Dan Bishop 
recently proposed a means of partially neutralizing 
LGBTQ protections.] Bishop had floated language 
for a religious exemption, or “conscience 
clause,” that he hoped the Republican legislature 
could negotiate with newly elected Democratic 
Governor Roy Cooper. The provision aimed 
to override any local bans on discrimination 
against LGBTQ people in cases where such a ban 
“burdens an individual’s pursuit of the dictates of 
conscience concerning religion in connection with 
an act of expressive creativity.”

Such an exemption would have applied to 
conservative bakers unwilling to make wedding 
cakes for same-sex couples and other people 
involved in an “act of expressive creativity.” In the 
past, people in creative fields have had grounds to 
argue in court that being forced to bake―or forge 
another creative product―for same-sex couples 
violates their freedom of speech.

But the activists with whom Bishop was 
communicating worried that the exemption 
would be too narrow. “Whom are we attempting 
to protect here?” asked Kellie Fiedorek, legal 
counsel at the Alliance Defending Freedom, which 
the Southern Poverty Law Center designates 
an anti-LGBT hate group. “Just creative 
professionals?” 

“As Oscar Schindler said, as many as we 
can,” Bishop replied, comparing his wish to see 
the maximum number of people exempted from 
local anti-discrimination laws to Schindler’s 
professed desire to hire, and therefore save, as 
many endangered European Jews as possible 
during World War II.

In the end, North Carolina did not append a 
religious exemption. . . .



19

Polish Pride Soured
—”A City’s First Pride March Was Meant to Be a 
Day of Joy. The Far Right Turned It into Chaos,” 

Tara John, CNN, 7/28/19

Bialystok, Poland (CNN)—Drag queens strut, 
rainbow flags flutter in the breeze, and smiling 
marchers form heart symbols with their hands.

From certain angles, the pride parade looks 
just like other such events held around the world, 
from San Francisco to Berlin, London to Taipei.

But behind the glitter and glamor, there is a 
darker side to this celebration: Cher’s “Believe” 
blasting from the sound system isn’t simply music 
to dance to; it is there to drown out the boos, the 
bangs of flash-bombs and the chants of “perverts!”

Because this is no ordinary pride gathering: 
It is the first-ever equality march in the deeply 
conservative Polish city of Bialystok, where the 
LGBTQ community’s increasing visibility has 
sparked a backlash.

The northeastern city of 298,000 is located 
in the Bible-belt region of Podlasie, which is a 
stronghold of the ruling Law and Justice Party 
(PiS) and has become synonymous with far-
right movements. . . .The mayor of Bialystok, 
Tadeusz Truskolaski, an independent, is eager 
to change that reputation. Unlike some centrist 
and right-wing counterparts in Poland, who have 
attempted to ban pride marches from their cities—
Truskolaski let the Bialystock event proceed—
despite widespread criticism from officials in the 
PiS.

According to one 2017 study by Poland’s 
Public Opinion Research Center (CBOS), more 
than half of Poles (55%) think homosexuality 
is abnormal but should be tolerated. Around a 
quarter (24%) believe it should not be tolerated at 
all. . . .

In February, Warsaw’s liberal mayor Rafal 
Trzaskowski, from the opposition Civic Platform 
(PO), signed a declaration in support of LGBTQ 
rights. But just months before, his PO colleague 
Krzysztof Zuk, mayor of Lublin, banned that 
city’s first pride march, citing security concerns. 
The march went ahead after Lublin’s Court of 

Appeals overturned the mayor’s decision.
“The problem for PO is that if they embrace 

LGBTQ rights too much, they might lose some of 
their conservative electorates,” explained Volha 
Charnysh, assistant professor at . . . MIT. . . .

The pride marches reflect many urban Poles’ 
growing support for increased LGBTQ rights. They 
are also a defiant response to a rise in homophobic 
and transphobic rhetoric from Poland’s Catholic 
leaders, the right-wing press, and the ruling Law 
and Justice Party (PiS). In June, tens of thousands 
of people took part in Warsaw’s pride march—said 
to be the largest pride parade in central and eastern 
Europe.

But Bialystok’s pride marchers were 
outnumbered, four to one, by thousands of counter-
protesters, according to local police. Nationalist 
football “ultra” fans, members of far-right groups 
and others packed the parade route and nearby 
parks. “Get out of this city,” yelled a group of men 
trying to break through the 700-strong line of riot 
police protecting the marchers.

“This is MY city,” orange-haired parade 
steward Precel, 19, shouted back, warning marchers 
to watch out for rocks thrown by the counter-
protesters.

Dozens of LGBTQ marchers were physically 
assaulted before, during, and after the parade, 
according to the Warsaw-based advocacy group 
Campaign Against Homophobia (KPH), the 
organizers of the parade, and witnesses CNN spoke 
to. . . . “They were hunting us down,” said Precel, 
who is gender 
non-conforming 
and prefers they/
them pronouns, 
adding that they 
had been spat at 
and chased by a 
group of men. . . .  
Precel, who has 
been toying with 
the idea of leaving Bialystok, said the attacks at 
the Pride parade may have hastened that decision: 
“I was born here, and now I am studying here, but 
now I don’t know how it will be in the future.”

Precel was chased down a street by 
counter-protestors after stewarding at the 

march
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A Colorful History of the 
Rainbow Flag

— Jacopo Prisco, CNN, n.d.

The rainbow flag, which has become a 
universal symbol of hope for LGBTQ people 
around the world, first flew in San Francisco’s 
United Nations Plaza for Gay Pride Day, on June 
25, 1978. It had eight colors—two more than 
today’s version—and was designed by Gilbert 
Baker, an openly gay artist and activist. He had 
been commissioned to design a symbol for the 
LGBTQ community by his friend Harvey Milk, 
the first openly gay elected official in California.

Baker drew inspiration from the US national 
flag, which had celebrated its bicentennial in 1976, 
and [from] an actual rainbow, which displays the 
colors of the light spectrum in roughly the same 
sequence as the flag. He assigned a meaning to 
each of the colors: hot pink for sex, red for life, 
orange for healing, yellow for sunlight, green for 
nature, turquoise for magic, blue for harmony, and 
violet for spirit.

The first flag measured 
30 by 60 feet and Baker, who 
was then 27 years old, had 
sewn it by hand. “When it 
went up and the wind finally 
took it out of my hands, it 
blew my mind,” he told CNN 
in a 2015 interview. “I saw 
immediately how everyone around me owned that 
flag. I thought: It’s better than I ever dreamed.”

After that successful debut, Baker removed 
two colors from the design to make it easier to 
mass produce, dropping pink and turquoise and 
settling with the current six-hue configuration.

Baker died in 2017, aged 65. In the same 
2015 CNN interview, he revealed the rationale 
behind the design of the flag. “We needed 
something to express our joy, our beauty, our 
power. And the rainbow did that,” he said. “We’re 
an ancient, wonderful tribe of people. We picked 
something from nature. We picked something 
beautiful.”

Gilbert Baker in 2003. 
Credit: AFP/AFP/AFP/

Getty Images

Wisconsin Governor Flies 
Rainbow Flag over Capitol, 
GOP Lawmaker Thinks 
He’s Being Repressed

—Aldous J. Pennyfarthing, Daily Kos, 6/7/19
 

I’ll never understand people who can look at 
a symbol of love and inclusion and see only hate 
and divisiveness. But that’s today’s Republican 
Party for you. Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers has 
ordered a rainbow flag flown over the state 
Capitol to mark Pride Month, but at least one 
GOPster thinks it’s a deliberate slap. . . .  State 
Rep. Scott E. Allen, who describes himself on his 
Twitter as a “Child of God” and a “Family Man,” 
tweeted this in response to Evers’ proclamation:  
“Is this any more appropriate than erecting the 
Christian flag over the Capitol?

. . . Allen later explained his position to 
the AP via Twitter: “It advocates a behavior or 
lifestyle that some Wisconsin residents may not 
condone. Therefore it is divisive.”

Dude, I was born in Wisconsin, lived 
there for decades, and I’m a vegan. “America’s 
Dairyland” was printed on my license plate, FFS. 
I had no choice. . . . Suck it up, snowflake. Other 
people live in Wisconsin besides you. I think your 
delicate constitution can handle this for at least a 
few more weeks.

Our Embassies
Found a Solution

—Hunter for Daily Kos, 4/11/19

After the Trump State Department, led 
by . . . Mike Pompeo, refused worldwide 
U.S. embassy requests to fly the LGBTQ 
pride flag from embassy flagpoles, some 
diplomats worked around the ban by instead 
displaying the flags everywhere besides 
those flagpoles.
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Hate Crime Protections 
Expand across US

—Isaiah Dawson, Victory Institute: Outpower, 7/8/19

The Oregon State Assembly recently passed 
legislation—State Bill 577—strengthening 
consequences for perpetrators and will expand 
protections for LGBTQ victims, adding gender 
identity and expression as a protected class. Now, 
prosecutors may classify a transphobic violent 
attack as a hate crime in a court of law. . . .

New York State recently enacted legislation 
to better protect LGBTQ victims of hate crimes 
in court. Defendants in a criminal case have used 
the gay and trans “panic” defense to avoid hate-
related crime convictions. The gay and trans 
“panic” defense was long used as a tactic to 
villainize members of the LGBTQ community, 
[asking] a jury to find that a victim’s sexual 
orientation or gender identity is to blame for 
the defendant’s violent reaction, including 
murder. Assembly Bill A2707, signed into 
law by New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, 
prohibits defendants from using a victim’s sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression 
as a defense in a criminal case. Openly LGBTQ 
New York State Assemblymembers Daniel 
O’Donnell and Deborah Glick were co-sponsors 
of the bill. 

In June of 2019, Connecticut also banned the 
gay and trans “panic” defense. Public Act 19-27, 
the bill outlawing the “panic” defense, affirms 
that homophobia and transphobia [do] not justify 
violent crime. In a public statement after the 
bill signing, Connecticut Governor Ned Lamont 
stated, “Claiming that meeting or interacting 
with someone who is gay or transgender elicited 
some type of temporary insanity that is supposed 
to justify a violent crime is ludicrous, and quite 
frankly it is absurd that this tactic has ever been 
successfully utilized in the court system. The 
strategy also implies that the life of a gay or 
transgender person is valued less than others. We 
will not allow homophobia and transphobia to be 
legitimate reasons that justify violent crime.”

Openly LGBTQ state representatives Raghib 
Allie-Brennan and Jeff Currey were co-sponsors 
of the bill. “The ‘gay and trans panic defense’ 
is a mockery of our judicial system. Its very 
existence is based on hatred, discrimination, and 
homophobia,” Representative Allie-Brennan said 
in a public statement. “Passage of this legislation 
is a victory for the LGBTQ+ community and for 
those of us who recognize the importance of equal 
protection under the law for everyone. I’m proud 
to have played a role in advocating for its passage 
and extend my deepest appreciation to Governor 
Lamont for signing this important legislation.”

Despite these enormous steps forward, 
LGBTQ citizens in the U.S. still are not 
adequately protected under hate crime legislation. 
According to the Movement Advancement Project, 
only about half of the US LGBTQ population 
live in states that have hate crime laws covering 
sexual orientation and gender identity. Courageous 
LGBTQ elected officials continue to fight to 
pass these and other laws that would lend greater 
protections to the LGBTQ community. This is why 
the LGBTQ Victory Institute works to increase the 
number of LGBTQ people in public office.

New Tolerance at
Brigham Young University

—Chad Groening, Jody Brown, “BYU’s Blend of 
‘Honor’ and Homosexuality,” OneNewsNow, 5/1/19

 
. . .  Matt Easton was the valedictorian of the 

Class of 2019 at the Provo, Utah, school. During 
his speech—pre-approved by BYU officials—the 
24-year-old Mormon “came out” to the applause 
and admiration from fellow students and stated “I 
am proud to be a gay son of God.” On Friday he 
tweeted the following:

During my time at BYU, I have slowly come 
out to my closest family members and friends. 
However, this is the first time I have publicly 
declared it. I felt it was important to share both for 
myself and for the LGBTQ+ community at BYU.

While I don’t speak for everyone—my own 
experience is all I can vouch for—I hope that 
people know that we ARE here at BYU, and 
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we’re not going anywhere anytime soon.
The Associated Press points out that in recent 

years the Mormon church “has changed its stance 
on the issue of homosexuality. It said in 2016 that 
homosexuality itself is not a sin, and that LGBTQ 
members have a valued place. This month, the 
church reversed policies banning baptisms for 
children being raised by homosexuals.” . . .

Regarding the issue of homosexuality, BYU’s 
Honor Code policy says the school “will respond 
to homosexual behavior rather than feelings or 
attraction.” It states the following:

One’s stated same-gender attraction is not 
an Honor Code issue. However, the Honor Code 
requires all members of the university community to 
manifest a strict commitment to the law of chastity. 
Homosexual behavior is inappropriate and violates 
the Honor Code. Homosexual behavior includes not 
only sexual relations between members of the same 
sex, but all forms of physical intimacy that give 
expression to homosexual feelings. . . .

An Appeal
— Karen Loewy, Senior Counsel and Seniors 

Strategist, Lambda Legal

Starting a family always has its challenges. 
But for this married same-sex couple, the U.S. 
government is adding impossible obstacles. Help 
us keep LGBTQ families together!

When Jonathan Gregg and Derek Mize met in 
New York City in 2014, it was love at first sight. 
Jonathan, a U.S. citizen, born to an American 
mother and British father in England, moved to 
the United States to be with the love of his life 
and within a year, they were married. The couple 
knew early on they wanted a family together. 
Their daughter, Simone, was born via surrogacy in 
England in July of 2018.

But despite both Jonathan’s and Derek’s 
status as U.S. citizens, the State Department 
refused to recognize their daughter’s citizenship.

Today, Lambda Legal and Immigration 
Equality, along with pro bono counsel Morgan 
Lewis, filed a lawsuit against the U.S. State 
Department on behalf of the family’s right to be 
together and to be treated equally. But lawsuits 
against the government are expensive and only 
possible with the support of caring people like 
you. Your gift today will help us keep LGBTQ 

families together and secure!
The law is on our side: 

Because Jonathan and Derek 
are married U.S. citizens, their 
daughter has been a U.S. citizen 

since birth.
However, the U.S. government is choosing 

to treat their daughter as if she were “born out of 
wedlock” since she does not have a biological 
connection to both of her parents. This is illegal 
and unconstitutional.

Now, their infant daughter’s visa status 
is about to expire. If you believe that LGBTQ 
families deserve to be together, help us fight back. 
We can’t do this without you.  [Click on the link if 
reading on the computer.  Otherwise, go to https://
www.lambdalegal.org, and search for “Derek 
Mize.”  The first article is this one.]

Tennessee Protects Bigotry
—from Lindsay Kee, ACLU-tn.org, 4/1/19

Today the Tennessee House passed HB 
836, which would allow child placing agencies 
to discriminate against prospective foster and 
adoptive families based on the agency’s “religious 
or moral convictions or policies.”

The following can be 
attributed to Hedy Weinberg, 
executive director of the ACLU 
of Tennessee:

“We are very troubled 
by the House’s decision to pass this damaging, 
discriminatory legislation. This bill allows the 
use of religion to discriminate against prospective 
parents for any number of reasons, from their 
religion to their sexual orientation, marital status, 
and beyond. Turning away good families simply 
because they don’t satisfy one agency’s religious 
preferences would deny thousands of Tennessee 
children access to the families they urgently want 
and need. We urge members of the Senate to put 
the best interests of Tennessee’s children first and 
vote down this bill.”
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Bullied by Trump, 
YouTube Bungles Case 
of Racist, Homophobic 

Conservative Host
—Eric Boehlert, Daily Kos, 6/6/19

 
YouTube’s cowardly decision this week to at 

first take no serious action against a popular gay-
baiting, racist video personality, and then belatedly 
move to “demonetize”1 his programming, is just 
the latest example of wildly influential social 
media and tech companies being pushed around by 
Republicans. . . .

The issue of the conservative’s hate speech 
came to the forefront when Vox host Carlos Maza 
detailed Crowder’s long history of attacking him. 
. . . as a “lispy sprite,” a “little queer,” “Mr. Gay 
Vox,” “Mr. Lispy queer from Vox,” “an angry little 
queer,” “gay Mexican,” “gay Latino from Vox,” 
and more. Maza says the relentless attacks have 
led to years . . . of harassment, with Crowder fans 
bombarding the Vox host with vile text messages 
and phone calls. Crowder defended the anti-Maza 
taunts as “friendly ribbing.”

Incredibly, YouTube initially agreed. . . .
YouTube’s hate speech policy page specifically 

bars “content promoting violence or hatred against 
individuals or groups” based on a number of 
attributes including ethnicity, race, and sexual 
orientation. Elsewhere, YouTube specifically 
bans creators from using “racial, ethnic, religious, 
or other slurs where the primary purpose is to 
promote hatred,” and from promoting “stereotypes 
that incite or promote hatred based on any of the 
attributes noted above. This can take the form 
of speech, text, or imagery promoting these 
stereotypes or treating them as factual.”

After initially reviewing Crowder’s deep 
catalog of bigoted speech, YouTube decided he 
wasn’t in violation of its rules because Crowder 

1 demonetize: to stop using (a metal) as a monetary 
standard. 2 : to deprive of value for official payment 
(Merriam-Webster)

was merely expressing his opinion, and not 
trying to be hateful. YouTube stressed that 
because Crowder didn’t specifically urge his 
fans to harass Maza, no rules were being broken.

“YouTube is trying to make excuses to 
avoid enforcing its own policies, because it 
knows that enforcing them would require 
them to punish some of their most ‘engaging’ 
creators,” Maza responded. . . . The next day, 
YouTube changed course and announced 
Crowder’s programming was a problem and that 
the social media giant was moving to make sure 
he could not profit off his clicks.

Again and again, it’s become obvious 
that social media companies like YouTube, 
which is owned by Google, are intimidated by 
conservatives into abandoning anything that 
remotely resembles having core beliefs. . . .

Conservatives understand that social media 
giants represent the most important outlets in 
news media today and that they could dominate 
the landscape for decades to come. So they have 
adopted the same playbook that they used on 
newspapers, cable news, and network TV for 
years, which means lobbing hollow claims of 
“bias” and striking fear into the executives that 
run those companies. They know Trump isn’t 
shy about misusing the power of the federal 
government to retaliate against his enemies. . . .

The implications are staggering. Just 
look at how Facebook helped Trump get 
elected. In 2016, after a flimsy press report 
suggested Facebook editors were “suppressing 
conservative news,” Facebook eliminated 
human editors, or “news curators,” from the 
news selection process in favor of an algorithm. 
That move unleashed a tidal wave of fake news 
stories on Facebook, which boosted Trump’s 
chances. (One “news” story, announcing 
that Pope Francis had endorsed Trump, was 
shared nearly one million times on Facebook.) 
Incredibly, company founder Mark Zuckerberg 
then hired a retired Republican U.S. senator 
to investigate whether Facebook is guilty of 
conservative bias. (i.e. Thank you sir, may I 
have another?) . . .
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LGBTQ+ Communities 
Demand Just Civil Rights 
and Medical Care Access 

Now!
—Daily Kos, 6/2/19

On May 24, the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) proposed a horrific 
rollback to Obama-era civil rights protections 
that had banned discrimination against trans 
communties in the medical system. Their new 
provision would allow doctors, nurses, hospitals, 
and insurance companies to discriminate against 
trans people and deny them access to critical 
medical services. 

Currently, under federal and state laws, it 
is illegal for doctors, hospitals, and insurance 
companies to discriminate against trans people 
based on their own beliefs and notions about 
gender and sexuality. This means that health 
care providers are required to treat all patients 
with respect, in accordance with their gender 
identities, and must provide requested procedures 
like gender affirmation surgery. 

Under this new regulation, all of that would 
be gutted. HHS is proposing that current rules 
that ban discrimination on the basis of sex, not 
include “gender identity.” If this passes, not 
only would trans, non-binary, and gender non-
conforming people no longer have protections 
and be ensured adequate health services, but 
doctors, hospitals, and insurance companies 
would also have free rein to discriminate. . . .

Make no mistake: this is a direct attack on 
LGBTQ+ communities, especially trans people. 
One in three trans people in this country already 
faces some form of harassment and humiliation 
when seeking medical care. The Trump 
administration has recently attacked housing 
protections and safe shelter access for trans 
communities, and now it’s going after medical 
care. By rolling back these civil rights in housing 
and medical care, the lives of LGBTQ+ people, 
especially trans people, are in danger. 

Concern for Mr. Ratburn
—Tom Copeland

The May 13th episode of Arthur, a children’s 
show on NPR, focuses on the same-sex wedding 
of Arthur’s teacher, Mr. Ratburn, causing Alabama 
Public Television to decline to air it.  Kelly Taylor 
Hayes points out that Ratburn’s sexuality had 
never before been mentioned since the series bean 
in 1996 (“Alabama Public Television refuses to 
air ‘Arthur’ episode with gay wedding,” Fox 46, 
5/26/19).  To explain this decision, she quotes 
Mike McKenzie, Alabama Public Television’s 
director of programming and public information:

Parents have trusted Alabama Public 
Television for more than 50 years to provide 
children’s programs that entertain, educate, and 
inspire. . . . The storyline about Mr. Ratburn’s 
marriage conveys a positive message that many 
parents feel is entirely appropriate. Many other 
parents disagree, either because their children are 
too young, or because of their beliefs. The vast 
majority of parents will not have heard about the 
content, whether they agree with it or not, and our 
greatest concern was taking away these parents’ 
choice.
Daily Kos reports 

that Republican Doug 
Lamborn, a Congressman 
representing Colorado 
urges that NPR be completely defunded because 
of the scandalous episode:

Taxpayers now know with complete 
certainty that the goal of the PBS cartoon is to 
impart social liberalism to children. Enough 
is enough. It is time to stop sending our hard-
earned tax money to support programming that 
is objectionable to many Americans.  (qtd. in 
Marissa Higgins, “Republican Congressman 
Wants to Defund PBS over Now-Infamous Gay 
Rat Wedding on Show for Kids,” 2/29/19)
Lamborn was not appeased by Alabama’s 

pulling the episode and the ’05 episode involving 
“a girl who had two mothers” (cited by Hayes).

Hayes adds that “An online petition calling 
for the Alabama state flag to be changed to 
an image of Mr. Ratburn’s wedding received 
thousands of signatures.”
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DADT
Is Back with a New Target

 —Joe Quigley, Daily Kos, 4/16/19

. . . Based on no evidence and having had 
no incidents that would have made it necessary,  
three years after the Obama administration told 
Transgender individuals they could serve openly 
and have access to gender-affirming medical 
and psychological care, Trump has reversed that 
and has begun to implement a version of “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” for trans service members that, 
while allowing currently serving transgender 
individuals who have already received a 
diagnosis of gender dysphoria to continue to 
serve in their actual gender, those with gender 
dysphoria who are taking hormones or have 
already undergone a gender transition will not be 
allowed to enlist.

Gender dysphoria is the distress a person 
experiences as a result of the sex and gender 
they were assigned at birth as it does not match 
the person’s gender identity. It does not simply 
have psychological causes, but may also have 
biological causes.

Any currently serving troops diagnosed 
with gender dysphoria after April 12, 2019, will 
have to serve in their sex as assigned at birth and 
will be barred from taking hormones or getting 
gender-affirming surgery.

Trump’s initial call for the ban came by way 
of a tweet two years ago that caught the Pentagon 
off-guard and essentially forced the Defense 
Department to implement the ban.

He explained his action with this bit of 
confused reasoning:

I have great respect for the community. 
I think I have great support—or I’ve had great 
support from that community. I got a lot of votes. 
But the transgender—the military is working on 
it now. They’re doing the work. It’s been a very 
difficult situation. And I think I’m doing a lot of 
people a favor by coming out and just saying it. 
As you know, it’s been a very complicated issue 
for the military. It’s been a very confusing issue 
for the military. And I think I’m doing the military 
a great favor.

It actually wasn’t “a very complicated issue 
for the military.”

When questioned last October about his 
campaign promise to protect transgender people 
and his redefining gender, he responded,

We’re looking at it. We have a lot of different 
concepts right now. They have a lot of different 
things happening with respect to transgender right 
now. You know that as well as I do, and we’re 
looking at it very seriously.

He went on to say, “You know what I’m 
doing? I’m protecting everybody. I want to 
protect our country.”

Who and from what?
In his initial announcement, Trump referred 

to those people he claims he has spoken with, 
although the ones he should have spoken with 
were taken by surprise, and he got very close to 
the traditional combat ready and unit cohesion 
objections to “others”:

After consultation with my Generals and 
military experts, please be advised that the United 
States Government will not accept or allow 
Transgender individuals to serve in any capacity 
in the U.S. Military. Our military must be focused 
on decisive and overwhelming victory and cannot 
be burdened with the tremendous medical costs 
and disruption that transgender in the military 
would entail. Thank you.

According to the AMA,
The only thing deficient is any medical 

science behind this decision. The AMA has 
said repeatedly that there is no medically 
valid reason—including a diagnosis of gender 
dysphoria—to exclude transgender individuals 
from military service. Transgender service 
members should, as is the case with all personnel, 
receive the medical care they need. There is a 
global medical consensus about the efficacy of 
transgender health care, including treatment for 
gender dysphoria.

We now have the new Don’t Ask/Don’t 
Tell as the Pentagon has claimed the new policy 
doesn’t actually ban transgender people as long 
as they simply pretend they’re not Trans.



26

9-Year-Old Transgender 
Boy Reportedly Turned 
Away from Leadership 

Summer Camp in Arizona
—Marissa Higgins, Daily Kos, 7/9/19

Amber Checky, a foster mom in Arizona, says 
that her 9-year-old transgender son isn’t allowed 
to attend Tonto Creek Camp, an educational and 
leadership summer camp in Payson, Arizona. 
Why? According to Checky, she received an email 
from the camp’s chief executive officer saying that 
because a camp staff member who “had a degree 
in this” was no longer coming, neither could her 
transgender son. It’s unclear what degree “this” 
refers to.

Checky, who is the child’s foster mother, 
told KNXV she was understandably disappointed 
about this turn of events.”I think summer camp is 
really a place where foster kids can go to simply 

be kids,” Checky said. “My child was looking 
forward to doing archery and kayaking and 
hanging out with other kids.”

In terms of camp experience, Checky stresses 
that her son needed almost nothing out of the 
ordinary. She says they requested he have access 
to either a private bathroom or a bathroom with a 
curtain. And, because he’s a boy, he wants to stay 
in a tent with the other boys. Makes sense.

Before offering to refund the costs, Checky 
said the camp offered to house her son in a tent 
separate from everyone else. Checky’s family 
didn’t want that, and then, reportedly, came the 
no-go email.

“He was born female identified but feels 
in his brain and his heart that he is a boy,” said 
Checky. “He’s just a kid that wants to be a kid 
and at this point I can’t even tell him why he’s not 
allowed to go.”

Mind you, the context that this child is openly 
transgender is incredibly important. According to 
GLSEN, trans youth face barriers at school and 
at home, and when it comes to self-esteem. For 
example, 75% of trans youth report feeling unsafe 
at school. Those who do go to school have lower 
GPAs than their cisgender counterparts, are more 
likely to skip school because of safety concerns, 
and are less likely to consider college.

The American Association of Pediatrics 
reports that levels of suicide attempts among trans 
youth and teens are terrifyingly high: 41% of 
non-binary youth reported that they had attempted 
suicide at some point, while 29% of trans female 
students said the same. More than half of trans 
male teens in the survey reported a suicide 
attempt. 

What can help? According to the experts: 
acceptance—at home, at school, and yes, even at 
summer camp.

“How do you tell a 9-year-old who’s accepted 
in every other aspect of their life, in their house 
and in their school that they can’t go to summer 
camp?” Checky continued.

ABC 15 Phoenix reports that the CEO of the 
summer camp has since reached out to Checky to 
resolve the situation, but no updates have yet been 
released.

Development in Trans Ban
—PFLAG Policy Matters, 7/26/19

House passes amendment on July 11 that 
would reverse the Administration’s transgender 
military ban put in place in April; awaits 
Conference Committee negotiation and final 
vote on the NDAA. The amendment to the 
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), 
introduced by Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA) dubbed 
“the Truman Amendment,” passed 242-187 
and included 10 Republicans who joined all 
Democrats. It would enshrine in law that any 
person who meets gender-neutral occupational 
standards can serve in the military regardless 
of race, color, national origin, religion, or sex, 
including gender identity or sexual orientation. 
The NDAA passed in the House by a vote of 220-
197, but because the House and Senate versions of 
the bill differ, it is now in Conference Committee 
for negotiation and for a vote to follow. Stay tuned 
to PFLAG media channels as this progresses.
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For Undocumented 
LGBTQ People, Police 

Presence at Pride Parades 
Doesn’t Mean Safety

—Jose Alonso Muñoz , Daily Kos, 6/7/19

Last year, the city of Philadelphia held a 
magnifying glass to conversations about race and 
inclusion within the LGBTQ community when it 
added black and brown stripes to the city’s Pride 
flag. Responses to the city’s addition were swift 
and included support from people of color who 
saw the change as a specific acknowledgment 
of the nuanced experiences of LGBTQ people 
of color, which include racism within their own 
LGBTQ community. The 
reactions also included outrage 
from some, who called the 
addition of the black and 
brown stripes unnecessary 
and claimed they only created 
division within the LGBTQ 
community.

However, the inclusion 
of the black and brown stripes 
has gained momentum, and 
even presidential candidates 
have taken notice. Amy 
Klobuchar and Pete Buttigieg are both selling 
Pride merchandise that includes the black and 
brown additions to the rainbow flag.

Alongside discussion about the inclusion 
of the black and brown stripes, there has been 
a debate raging about police presence at Pride 
events, including officers marching in Pride 
parades. Last year in Minneapolis, organizers 
from Black Lives Matter blocked the Pride parade 
route, protesting Minneapolis Police presence. . . . 
This year, Sacramento Pride banned uniformed 
police officers from marching.

For undocumented people, police pose 
a danger, because any interaction with law 
enforcement comes with the threat of being placed 

in deportation proceedings. That’s because in 
many cities across the country, police collaborate 
directly and indirectly with Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE). . . .

That’s not all. In many cities across the 
country, ICE has direct access to police databases 
that may contain information about people’s 
immigration status. So even if police aren’t 
calling ICE, the information they gather from an 
individual during any interaction could later be 
used by ICE. . . .  There are countless examples 
of immigrants being faced with the threat of 
deportation after what many might call a “routine” 
traffic violation. . . .

For undocumented people, police 
collaboration with ICE is a real fear. These fears 
are exacerbated for black immigrants, who in 
addition to the real threat of deportation face the 

fear of knowing an interaction 
with police could have a deadly 
outcome.

Pride, on the other hand, 
is the antithesis of fear. It is a 
time to celebrate: to bask in 
our shared struggles and our 
resilience in overcoming them. 
For me, Pride is a reminder of 
all of the years I felt ashamed 
of the things that made me 
feel othered. LGBTQ people 
of color deserve the ability to 
celebrate Pride in the same way 

as our white counterparts. But as long as police 
continue to play a role, the Pride experience 
will be significantly different for undocumented 
LGBTQ people.

You might be thinking, “But police protect 
us. We need police at Pride events because they 
keep us safe.” Wrong. The question we should be 
asking is, Who are police there to protect and keep 
safe? The answer is: not me. Not undocumented 
people like me, and not black people or people of 
color.

We don’t feel safe. So the reality is that police 
are at Pride to make a certain subset of LGBTQ 
people feel safe—but definitely not all of us.

Inspired by the huge women’s marches that took place 
around the world following the inauguration of Pres-
ident Trump, LA Pride has replaced its decades-old 

parade with a protest march.
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Some Good News for Ten 
Trans Asylum-Seekers

—from an article by Gabe Ortiz, Daily Kos, 5/3/19

A group of transgender asylum-seekers who 
were part of the so-called caravan that Donald 
Trump fearmongered about late last year have 
won their cases and been freed from federal 
immigration detention, CBS News reports. “I 
feel so happy,” said one asylee in a video posted 
by immigrant rights advocacy group RAICES, 
“because I know I’m heading to my new life.”

The ten were part of the eighty or so LGBTQ 
asylum-seekers, called “La Comunidad,” that 
presented themselves at the southern border, 
grouping together as a matter of protection while 
making their journey north. . . .

RAICES attorney Cristian Sanchez told CBS 
News that “twenty or so transgender women 
remain in custody at South Texas awaiting court 
dates or have already lost their cases.” Deportation 
can mean death for trans migrants in particular. 
In February, trans advocacy group Asociación 
Aspidh Arcoiris Trans told the Washington Blade 
that a trans asylum-seeker who was deported by 
the U.S. several months ago died from injuries she 
sustained in an attack in El Salvador.

These are the vulnerable people that the 
Trump administration keeps attacking for political 
gain, all the while taking steps to make their lives 
as miserable as possible. Estrellita, one of the ten 
asylum-seekers in the group demonized by the 
Trump administration, said she wants to use her 
new chance at life to help others who have been 
in her shoes. “So many advocates have helped 
me,” she said, “and I want to turn around and help 
others.”

ICE Is Made to Pay
—Gabe Ortiz, “Family of Trans Asylum-Seeker Who 

Died after Weeks in Detention Files $20 Million Claim 
against ICE,” Daily Kos, 6/13/19

The family of a transgender asylum-seeker 
who languished in federal immigration custody 
and was transferred to a hospital only after her 
condition had seriously deteriorated has filed a 
wrongful death and personal injury claim against 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the 
Department of Homeland Security, and is seeking 
$20 million in damages.

Johana Medina died in a Texas hospital on 
June 1, where she had been transferred after being 
jailed at the Otero County Processing Center, NBC 
News reports. But Johana’s advocates say she 
had been sick for weeks, and her pleas for help 
had essentially been ignored by officers. She was 
a trained nurse, and her attorneys say she asked 
for an IV. “’When that request was denied, she 
requested water, sugar and salt to make her own 
solution,’ which was also denied, they wrote.”

ICE Maintains Facility for 
Trans Women

—PFLAG Policy Matters, 7/26/19

Since early 2018, New Mexico’s Cibola 
County Correctional Center has incarcerated 
more than 180 women in its “transgender pod”—
the only known ICE-run detention facility for 
transgender women. The Santa Fe Dreamers 
Project said that the women in the trans pod face 
extraordinary hardships and obstacles to winning 
their cases. “While in custody, they face a shocking 
lack of medical and mental-health services,” she 
said. “They are put in abusive solitary confinement, 
they experience high levels of sexual assault, and 
they face discrimination from the government and 
the corporation that detains them.” Johnson cited 
the deaths of Roxsana Hernandez Rodriguez in 
2018 and Johana Medina Leon this year as grave 
evidence of ICE’s inability to detain trans women 
safely. 

 . . . She never should have been kept jailed in 
the first place: Asylum is legal immigration, and 
Johana had passed her initial asylum interview. . . . 
NBC reported that “Medina Leon’s family believes 
her transgender identity ‘played an active role in 
the denial of her rights and mistreatment,’ lawyers 
wrote, adding that she was held in an all-male 
facility despite identifying as a woman.”
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Canada Defends 
Transgender Candidate

—Based on information in article by Michael L. 
Brown, OneNewsNow, 4/8/19

According to MassResistance, described by 
Wikipedia as “a group which promotes socially 
conservative positions on issues relating to 
abortion, anti-bullying, and LGBT culture,” 
a Canadian activist named Bill Whatcott 
distributed leaflets during the spring 2017 
elections “notifying people that one of the local 
candidates for Parliament, Morgane Oger—who 
claimed to be a woman and dressed as a woman—
was actually a man named Ronan Oger. (In fact, 
up until five years ago, Oger lived relatively 
normally as a father with his wife and two 
children.)”

For this action, a tribunal ruled against 
Whatcott in a 104-page ruling, concluding, 
in Michael L. Brown’s summary, that “‘Mr. 
Whatcott’s conduct was discrimination contrary to 
the [Human Rights] Code’ and that he must cease 
and desist from such action in the future’; (2) he 
must ‘pay Ms. Oger $35,000 as compensation for 
injury to her dignity, feelings, and self-respect’; 
(3) he must ‘pay Ms. Oger $20,000 as costs for 
improper conduct’; and (4) he must pay Oger 
interest due.”

North Carolina Reaches 
Settlement in Long Battle 

Over Bathrooms and 
Gender Identity

—Merrit Kennedy, NPR, 7/23/19

A federal judge in North Carolina has 
approved a consent decree that enshrines the right 
of transgender individuals to use bathrooms that 
match their gender identities in North Carolina 
public buildings.

The agreement was reached between 
senior state officials and the plaintiffs, led by 
a transgender man named Joaquin Carcaño. 
The judge said the parties agree that nothing in 
a controversial state law “can be construed by 
the Executive Branch Defendants to prevent 
transgender people from lawfully using public 
facilities in accordance with their gender identity.” 
. . .

“While this part of the court fight may be 
ending, so much urgent work remains as long 
as people who are LGBTQ are denied basic 
protections from violence and discrimination 
simply because of who they are,” said Irena 
Como, acting legal director of the ACLU of North 
Carolina.

Lawmakers passed the original “bathroom 
bill,” HB 2, in 2016 under Republican Gov. 
Pat McCrory. It required that public agencies 
clearly indicate that multiple occupancy 
restrooms, showers, and changing areas in their 
buildings must be used according to the sex listed 
on a person’s birth certificate.

The bill drew intense backlash. That included 
pullouts from major businesses that, according to 
an estimate from The Associated Press, could have 
cost the state some $3.76 billion over the course 
of 12 years.

In 2017, the newly elected Democratic Gov. 
Roy Cooper repealed major portions of it with a 
new bill, HB 142.

However, as NPR has reported, the updated 

law remained controversial with rights advocates 
because it left state legislators in charge of policy 
on public restrooms. And like the preceding 
bill, it also blocked “local jurisdictions from 
passing anti-discrimination measures protecting 
LGBT people—but only until 2020, instead of 
indefinitely.”

Carcaño, the case’s lead plaintiff, said it 
“remains devastating” that local jurisdictions can’t 
implement such measures yet. “The fight for full 
justice will continue.”

The North Carolina General Assembly, which 
passed these bills, opposed the consent decree, 
according to a court filing. Cooper and several 
other senior state officials were in favor of the 
settlement, while the University of North Carolina 
and its president didn’t take a position.
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“Spider-Man: Far from Home Features Marvel’s 
First Openly Trans Actor,” Leo Alanach, 
Advocate, 7/17/19

Zach Barack made history 
this year when it 
was announced that 
he would appear in 
Spider-Man: Far From 
Home, making him the 
first openly trans actor 
in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. While 
there are a few canonically trans superheroes 
in Marvel Comics, there’s never before been 
an out transgender actor or obviously trans 
character in the Marvel movie world.

“Valkyrie Will Officially Be Marvel’s First 
LGBTQ Superhero,” Jude Dry, IndieWIre, 
7/21/19

Tessa Thompson’s Valkyrie will be Marvel’s first 
openly LGBTQ+ superhero. Marvel Studios 
head Kevin Feige Recently confirmed that 
the character will have an explicitly queer 
relationship of some kind 
in Marvel’s forthcoming 
Thor: Love and Thunder, 
the fourth MCU movie 
centered around the 
hammer-wielding 
superhero played by 
Chris Hemsworth.

Articles Worth Reading
“Queering Biology: Donor Conceived LGBTQ 

Families Re/Defining Family,” Sonja Macken-
zie, Daily Kos, 7/1/19 
A personalized analysis of the difficulties faced 
by LGBTQ couples raising children via sperm 
donors: the stress and shame of the adoption 
process, issues surrounding half-siblings in 
other families using the same sperm donor, 
prejudice faced by children encountering het-
eronormative assumptions, the need to redefine 
“family” as created by “the glue of love.”

Botswana High Court 
Decriminalized Same-Sex 

Relationships
—PFLAG Equality Bulletin, 7/26/19

“The recent High Court decision adds to 
this string of successes, which Kgositau sees as 
fitting neatly within Uganda’s Vision 2036, the 
government’s official development blueprint. 
‘That vision speaks about the concept of Botho, or 
Ubuntu,’ a southern African moral philosophy that 
emphasizes the interconnectedness of humanity. 
‘There is an understanding in Botswana that there 
is no division of humanity on any particularly 
level; that discrimination is not really a part of 
Botswana’s fabric,’ Kgositau says.”

What?

Zach Barack on Set

Tessa Thompson in “Thor: 
Ragnarok”
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Jersey Shore Mayor 
Tries to Ban Curriculum 
That Highlights LGBT 
Contributions to Society

—Wayne Besen, Truth Wins Out, e-mail, 8/8/19

A Jersey Shore mayor is on an unholy 
crusade to keep positive images of LGBT people 
out of public schools.

In January, Democratic New 
Jersey Governor Phil Murphy signed 
a bill into law mandating that middle 
and high school curriculums include 
the historical contributions made by 
people with disabilities or who those who are gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender.

Alfonso Cirulli, The Republican mayor of 
Barnegat, New Jersey, has freaked out about this 
and gone on the warpath. He’s trying to create 

public pressure to force the 
New Jersey legislature and 
governor to reverse their wise 
decision.

The malignant mayor 
told The Jersey Shore online: 

“Sometimes laws are introduced with the best 
intentions but sometimes they go overboard…
from my observation, we’ve crossed over the line 
into absurdity.”

First, there is nothing absurd about teaching 
the truth and giving credit to LGBT people who 
have helped improve this country from the very 
beginning. What Cirulli is doing is unseemly. He 
is demanding that the government lie to students 
about reality. He is insisting that we build a giant 
closet that renders LGBT people invisible. The 
mayor wants to hide LGBT heroes that have given 
far more to this country than he has. What he’s 
not saying is that if LGBT people are hidden, it’s 
much simpler for bigots like Cirulli to ostracize 
and discriminate against them.       

You know what crosses over the line 
into absurdity? Cirulli’s ridiculous reason for 

opposing the LGBT curriculum:  He said, “The 
government has no right to teach our kids 
morality.”

Then he immediately and ironically turned 
around and incoherently said that the LGBTQ 
political movement was “an affront to almighty 
God with the intent of trying to completely 
eradicate God’s law. The Bible tells us that they 
will try but not succeed, and pay the eternal price 
for their rebellion.”

So the mayor doesn’t have a problem with 
teaching morality—as long as it’s his backwater 
version of morality. No hypocrisy or disconnect 
from reality here.  

Finally, the mayor said, “There is no hate or 
bigotry intended here. But no group has a right to 
force others to comply with their beliefs.”

Again, Cirulli is trying to ram his own 
personal sectarian beliefs down the throats of all 
New Jersey residents. And, yes, Mr. Mayor, trying 
to erase the contributions of an entire community 
is the very definition of bigotry. 

In electing to go down this path, the small-
minded, small-town mayor has chosen ignorance 
over information and indoctrination over 
education. He has embarrassed and humiliated 
Barnegat, New Jersey. He has made a place 
most people have never heard of seem intolerant 
and unwelcoming. For what he has done to his 
constituents and the reputation of his town, Cirulli 
ought to resign.

Worst of all, the mayor is a former assistant 
principal—so lord knows how many students he 
harmed with his backward, homophobic attitude 
over the years. How much bullying of LGBT 
students did he allow to take place during his 
tenure? How many lives is he responsible for 
ruining? We may never know.

It’s 2019 and it’s past time to leave this 
medieval mindset behind. Teaching the important 
contributions of LGBT people in world history 
will not turn a single kid gay. However, denying 
students incontrovertible facts about LGBT 
people, could turn these kids into hateful bigots—
and I submit that’s the real goal of Mayor Alfonso 
Cirulli.

Murphy

Alfonso Cirulli


