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The 2015 
Straight for 

Equality Gala
—The PFLAG Voice, 3/15

Now in its seventh year, 
PFLAG National’s Straight 
for Equality Gala honors and celebrates some of 
the most powerful straight allies who are changing 
the world for our LGBTQ loved ones through 
their work. The awards each year focus on areas 
key to moving equality forward, including the 

workplace, faith communities, 
entertainment, literature, 
sports, education, and more. 
This year the event was held 
on Monday, March 30, at the 
New York Marriott Marquis 

on Times Square, and honorees included Marriott 
International (Workplace), New York Rangers 
goalie Henrik Lundqvist (Sports), and the creator/
producer of Amazon Studios’ “Transparent,” 
Jill Soloway.

Reflections on the 
Supreme Court’s Decision

June 28: “Keep On Loving Boldly” Many 
of us are anxiously waiting for news from the 
Supreme Court, who will likely rule on marriage 
equality in late June.   On Sunday June 28, 11 
AM the first Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Youngstown(UUYO), 1101 Elm Street will hold 
a service on the implications of the  US Supreme 
Court’s decision.  During the service, we’ll be 
hearing from Representative Nickie Antonio, 
the first openly gay member of the Ohio General 
Assembly and member of West Shore UU Church 
about her experiences in the legislature. Together, 
we’ll be reflecting on how marriage equality 
will—and will not—change things, with particular 
attention paid to the importance of continuing 
work on LGBTQ issues—that is to say, marriage 
equality isn’t the end of the conversation, just one 
step closer to a more just and equitable place in 
the world. Regardless of the decision, we need to 
keep on loving boldly in the future.

UUYO is a Welcoming Congregation. You 
are welcome here regardless of your sexual 
orientation, gender 
expression, or gender 
identities. Please join us 
any Sunday. Look for the 
rainbow flag! For further 
information please contact 
UUYO at 330-746-3067, 
office@uuyo.org,  www.
uuyo.org. American Embassy in Tel Aviv
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Father and Son Marry
— Rachel Bertsche, Yahoo Parenting, 5/27/15

Norman MacArthur, 74, and Bill Novak, 76, 
were married in Pennsylvania on Sunday. The 
couple, who have been together since their 20s, 
registered as domestic partners in New York City 
in 1994, but in 2000 they moved to Erwinna, 
Penn., where domestic partnerships are not legally 
recognized.  [Anticipating no improvement in the 
law within their lifetimes and eager to do estate 
planning, the couple decided to create a legal bond 
by adoption, which would provide them with, among 
other benefits, rights within hospitals that are denied 
to those recognized by the law as 
strangers to each other.]

Hayley Gorenberg, deputy 
legal director at Lambda Legal, 
says that while adoptions like these 
aren’t common, they aren’t unheard of, either. “It 
reflects people’s deep need to protect each other as 
family, and the attempt to use law that obviously 
isn’t a perfect fit to their situation to protect each 
other,” she tells Yahoo Parenting. “While we’ve had 
a patchwork nation and people have been desperate 
to take care of each other in some basic way legally, 
people have sometimes gotten creative to do what 
they need to do to protect each other as a family. It’s 
entirely understandable.”

Pink Triangle Honors 
Vets

—PFLAG National’s Policy Matters, May 22, 2015

[The] first federally approved monument 
to honor LGBT veterans [is] to have general 
public and invited guest site visits and 
dedication on Memorial Day, May 25th at 
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery. Elwood, 
IL, an hour south of Chicago. . . . [There will 
be] ceremonies and site tours for the future 
home of this historic monument.  A pink granite 
triangle and service seals of the Army, Marines, 
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Merchant 
Marines will accompany an etching that reads, 
“Gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
people have served honorably and admirably 
in America’s armed forces.  In their memory 
and appreciation of their selfless service and 
sacrifices this monument was dedicated.” . . .  
While not on federal property, the monument 
required and received federal approval.

Senate Minority Blocks 
Same-Sex Marriage
Veterans’ Benefits

—by Matthew Fleming, Roll Call WGDB, June 4, 
2015 <http://blogs.rollcall.com/wgdb/senate-mi-
nority-blocks-same-sex-marriage-veterans-bene-

fits/?dcz=>

A Senate minority successfully blocked 
an amendment aimed at ending discrimination 
against same-sex marriage benefits for veterans 
[on June 4].

With the Supreme Court set to rule on gay 
marriage, 53 senators voted for the amendment 
sponsored by Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., 
seven shy of the 60 needed under the rules.

Her amendment would have deferred 
the definition of marriage for qualifying 
for veterans benefits to the state where the 
marriage was issued.

Black Presbyterian Schism
Michael F. Haverluck reports, “More than 

34,000 black churches from 15 denominations, 
representing 15.7 million African Americans, 
have pulled away from the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) because of its newly declared endorsement 
and acceptance of same-sex ‘marriage.’. . .” 
(OneNewsNow.com, 3/31/15).  Leading the exodus, 
the National Black Council Initiative accuses the 
Church of daring to “change the Word of God.”  
Though NBCI president Rev. Anthony Evans often 
refers to “holy text,” he and his constituents seem to 
have access to a still higher authority than the Bible, 
for he declares, “NBCI and its membership base are 
simply standing on the Word of God within the mind 
of Christ.”
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What SCOTUS Faces
The Associated Press puts the issues 

clearly.  The first is “Do same-sex couples have a 
constitutional right to marry or can states continue 
to define marriage as the union of a man and a 
woman? The second: Even if states won’t allow 
some couples to marry, must they recognize valid 
same-sex marriages from elsewhere?” (4/27/15).  
This article goes on to summarize the two sides to 
the argument:

The arguments of marriage-rights supporters 
boil down to a claim that states lack any valid 
reason to deny the right to marry, which the court 
has earlier described as fundamental to the pursuit 
of happiness. They say state laws that allow only 
some people to marry violate the Constitution’s 
guarantee of equal protection under the law and 
make second-class citizens of same-sex couples 
and their families. Same-sex couples say that 
preventing them from marrying is akin to a past 
ban on interracial marriage, which the Supreme 
Court struck down in 1967.

The states respond that they have always 
set the rules for marriage and that voters in many 
states have backed, sometimes overwhelmingly, 
changes to their constitutions to limit marriage to 
a man and a woman. They say a lively national 
debate is underway and there is no reason for 
courts to impose a solution that should be left to 
the political process. The states also argue that 
they have a good reason to keep defining marriage 
as they do. Because only heterosexual couples 
can produce children, it is in the states’ interest to 
make marriage laws that encourage those couples 
to enter a union that supports raising children.

We do not need to wait until the court has 
completed its deliberations to know how things 
are shaping up.  Michael Avery’s May 30th article 
for Truthout, “Understanding the Supreme Court 
Argument on Same-Sex Marriage” presents an 
analysis of the opening arguments, of which the 
following is a sample.

Justice Ginsburg, an ally, asked the first 
question of Mary Bonauto, the plaintiff’s counsel:

Ginsburg asked what Bonauto made of the fact 
that the Court has stressed that the federal govern-

The Next Issues
—Associated Press, April 27, 2015

One fight in the news this year is over efforts 
to carve out religious exemptions for people and 
institutions that object to same-sex marriage. It is 
clear that churches do not have to marry same-sex 
couples if doing so violates their religious tenets, 
but what about county clerks? Can photographers 
refuse to shoot same-sex weddings? Can bakers 
decline to bake a cake for two men? Civil rights 
groups say they will continue pressing for other 
protections from discrimination against LGBT 
people in employment and housing, among other 
areas. Even if same-sex couples win the right 
to marry everywhere, people still can be fired 
because of their sexual orientation in more than 
half the states.

ment historically deferred to the states in matters 
of domestic relations. . . .  Bonauto’s answer was 
simple and direct: “[S]tates do have primacy over 
domestic relations except that their laws must 
respect the constitutional rights of persons.” The 
italicized language was a verbatim quote from 
Justice Kennedy’s opinion for the Court in Unit-
ed States v. Windsor, the 2013 case in which the 
Court held that the definition in the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) of marriage as between 
a man and a woman unconstitutionally denied 
federal benefits to couples that had married in a 
state that recognized same-sex marriage. Undoubt-
edly this was no accident, as Bonauto knew that 
Kennedy’s vote was the crucial one she needed 
to win this case. She then went on, “[H]ere we 
have a whole class of people who are denied the 
equal right to be able to join in this very extensive 
government institution that provides protection 
for families.” So Bonauto came out of the gate 
immediately making two basic points: the legal 
argument that same-sex couples have been de-

nied equal protection of 
the law, and the rhetorical 
assurance that her position 
is consistent with family 
values.   < http://www.truth-out.
org/news/item/31021-understand-
ing-the-supreme-court-argument-on-
same-sex-marriage>
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‘Anti-Gay’ club, to begin with, is an obvious sign 
of bullying and discrimination. These kids need 
help. We are all people and we all deserve to be 
treated as such.”

Read more at http://www.phillymag.com/...
Of course these misguided souls are going 

with the usual claims.  “Freedom of Speech,” 
“Religious Liberty,” and the self-victimization 
claim that they’re the ones who are being bullied 
by all of the mean ol’ queers in the school.  Yadda, 
yadda, yadda.  We hear this all the time from all 
of the bullies—age not withstanding—who are 
butt-hurt that the LGBT community will no longer 
take being the target of their bullying.  I don’t 
need to go into much detail.  But here’s something 
interesting.  Look at their Instagram pic.

Now I don’t know how many of you are into 
Gay porn, but it seems 
to me that if you’re 
going to express your 
“anti-Gayness,” maybe 
you shouldn’t post a 
picture that looks like 
the cover of just about 
every Gay porn film in 
the TLAGay.com film catalog.

Like I always say, inside every homophobe is 
a homosexual waiting to “come out.”

Wells Fargo, As Seen by 
Our Arch-Enemy

—Tim Wildmon, President
American Family Association

In 2003 . . . Wells Fargo was beginning to 
show public support for homosexuality. They were 
one of the first companies in America to do so.  In 
2005 . . . the company threw its support behind 
homosexual activist organizations.  In May, 2015, 
Wells Fargo released a one-minute commercial 
video featuring two lesbians adopting a little girl. 
. . . Wells Fargo’s history follows a pattern from 
which it has not wavered. Over the past few years, 
Wells Fargo has marched in scores of “Gay Pride 
Parades,” advertised monthly in gay magazines 
and websites, and has endorsed “Gay Pride 
Month.”  Wells Fargo has earned Human Rights 
Campaign’s highest “gay” award 13 years in a 
row, including paying for employee sex-change 
operations and associated mental therapy.

Anti-Gay Day in PA
—jawillie, Daily Kos, 4/21/15

Located somewhere between Squeellikeapig 
and Yougotapurtymouth, Pennsylvania (the 
political “T” between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh 
that we call “Pennsyltucky”) a group of clearly 
closeted self-hating students in McGuffey High 
School in Claysville, PA organize an “Anti-Gay 
Day” in retaliation to the National Day of Silence 
protesting LGBT bullying in schools.

From G-Philly...
A student named Ashley, wrote to G Philly 

saying that organizers of the anti-gay movement 
asked students to wear flannel shirts and write 
“anti-gay” on their hands if they opposed the 
LGBT community. “Stickers and flyers are also 
being placed around the school and on queer kids’ 
lockers that read ‘ANTI-GAY,’ she wrote. “This 
movement is a retaliation of the Day of Silence 
that was set in place to remember people whose 
lives have ended due to LQBTIA bullying. The 

Homophobe’s Website
Hijacked

Jen Hayden writes in The Daily Kos, 
3/25/15, “Idaho state Rep. Paul Shepherd has 
been diligently working to roll back equal rights. 
Just last week he called on Congress to impeach 
federal judges who struck down discriminatory 
marriage bans in places like Shepherd’s home 
state of Idaho.”

When Shepherd failed to renew his website, 
though, a Reddit user, TibitXimer, renewed it 
and converted it into a pro-marriage site.  Now 
when you access it < http://paulshepherdusa.com> 
you are redirected to < https://lgbtchat.net>, an 
interactive LGBT site.
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year and in August, when he turned 18, wrote an 
open letter to the Boy Scouts of America, saying, 
“Despite the 
Boy Scouts’ 
historic 
decision last 
year to open 
its ranks to 
gay youth, 
the Scouts 
still ban gay 
adults. And 
as of today, 
that means 
me” (quoted 
by Lindsey Bever, The Washington Post, 4/3/15).  
And then, on the eve of the new day there 
appeared defiance in the ranks, for, as Bever 
reports, Tessier applied for the post of summer 
camp leader, and the the New York chapter 
“decided he was qualified based on his merits” 
and hired him.

Zack Wahls, executive director of Scouts 
for Equality, commends Tessier for his courage 
in coming out but adds, “The lion’s share of the 
credit here goes to the New York council for 
stepping up to the plate. . . . There are a lot of 
chapters that say they don’t discriminate, but they 
just talk the talk. The Boy Scouts in New York 
walk the walk” (quoted by Bever).

The American Family Association is so 
desperate to block that walk that its director of 
Special Projects, Randy Sharp, urges parents 
to withdraw their sons from BSA immediately, 
doubtless hoping to scare the organizaton into 
retreat.  According to Charlie Butts, of One 
News Now, Sharp warns that the presence of gay 
scoutmasters “subjects boys to opportunities 
for sexual abuse by their trusted leaders,” 
and Butts adds fuel to the fear by observing, 
“A 2012 investigation found the Boy Scouts 
allegedly failed to report hundreds of cases of 
child molestation to authorities for decades, USA 
Today reported at the time” (“Trail Life Offers 
New Path As Boy Scouts Invite Homosexuals,” 
OneNewsNow.com, 5/22/15).

Scouts March Onward
“In May, 2015,” we read in Wikipedia, “BSA 

President Robert Gates told the national meeting 
of the BSA that he believes that the policy of 
excluding openly gay adults is ‘unsustainable’ 
and should be changed as soon as possible if the 
organization is to survive and remain relevant. He 
said that he expects the BSA to take action on his 
recommendation by October, 2015” (Boy Scouts 
of America Membership Controversies).

The road leading to the Boy Scouts’ current 
position on gays has been long and difficult.  
Among the heroes 
along the way were 
the identical twins 
Liam (gay) and 
August (straight) 
Easton-Calabria, 
both Eagle Scouts.  
Liam’s openness agout his sexuality exposed 
him to rejection the moment he turned 18, a 
consequence which August said “goes against all 
I learned in Scouting” (see his change.org petition 
page).

And then there were the martyrs, adults who 
had been safely in leadership positions and were 
expelled because of the prominence into which 
the new policy suddenly threw them.  The first 
such martyr was Scoutmaster Geoff McGrath 
of Seattle, married to his partner of 20 years, 
well known to have been active in gay causes, 
and recently assigned a new troup.  While 
being profiled by NBC News, “the news outlet 
posted on its website that his membership had 
been ‘revoked,’” a decision which the Scouts’ 
spokesperson Deron Smith justified by telling 
NBC News, “Our policy is that we do not ask 
people about their sexual orientation, and it’s 
not an issue until they deliberately inject it into 
Scouting in an inappropriate fashion.”  In other 
words, DADT was still alive and well in the Boy 
Scouts of America.

Another hero was Pascal Tessier, who 
received his Eagle Scout badge in February of last 

Pascal Tessier receives his Eagle Scout badge at his 
weekly troop meeting at the All Saints Church in 

Chevy Chase on February 10, 2014. (Evelyn Hock-
stein/For The Washington Post)
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“For the sake of our chil-

dren and society, we must 

OPPOSE the spread of 

homosexual activity! Just 

as we must oppose murder, 

stealing, and adultery!”
“Since homosexuals cannot reproduce, the only way for them to ‘breed’ is to RECRUIT! And who are their targets for recruitment? Children!”

Extracts from Fund-
Raising Letters of 

the American Family 
Association

A Fight to 
the Last 
Ditch

—See Scott Wooledge, “When Will Conservative 
Christians Relent On The Gays?” Daily Kos, 2/20/11

Conservative Christian organizations like 
The Family Research Council and The American 
Family Association, says Scott Wooledge, have 
doomed themselves to a losing battle against the 
LGBT population, a campaign that is eroding their 
credibility but from which they cannot withdraw.  
“How to exit a fight you’ve entered because you 
said you were following God’s unerring word?”  
But still more to the point, will they ever dare to 
“euthanize the goose laying the golden eggs?”

For make no mistake; “theology isn’t the 
only reason these groups fight the gays,” says 
Wooledge. “And in fact, it’s probably the least of 
the reasons. There’s big business in it. A large part 
of their business model is built on ginning up fear, 
hatred, and outrage about the gay agenda, and then 
of course, asking the [hate-driven] and ignorant 
for funds to help stop it. They are in the fortunate 
position to be able to manufacture a market for the 
very product they are selling.”

. . . [T]heir rhetoric . . . is . . . designed 
precisely with the goal of creating hate.

And how will they get attention if not by 
going on the TV machine to fight LGBT legislative 
and judicial movement? [Tony] Perkins [of the 
FRC] and his ilk get more media airtime fighting 
gay rights than any other topic, by far. . . . I suspect 
Perkins’ phone rarely rings from CNN, MSNBC, or 
Fox News except when they need to find someone 
to “balance” out opinions on gay rights stories.

They are now in greater demand than ever, 
as producers’ rolodexes get thinner. Fewer people 

are willing to speak out publicly against the 
LGBT community’s demands for equal treatment 
under the law. More than a dozen State Senators 
proudly took to the New York Senate floor to 
enthusiastically implore their colleagues to vote for 
marriage equality last June. Senator and Reverend 
Ruben Diaz was the lonely voice of public 
opposition. . . .  But no one provides the “good 
TV” soundbites these Christian Conservatives 
provide. The average LGBT blockader saying, 
“I’m committed to equality, and am thinking of 
the bill, but I’m not sure the time is right, we’ll 
see,” doesn’t exactly make for most riveting TV 
segment.

And in this way, Maggie Gallagher wins, even 
when she loses. Sure, Maryland may pass marriage 
equality anyway, despite her appearance before the 
Senate to argue against it. And we may scuttle the 
effort to repeal equality in New Hampshire. But 
she now has something to report back to her fans 
and followers. She went and fought the good fight. 
She got an audience with the decision makers, even 
in a state [where] she doesn’t reside! She’s a real 
player! She could really stop gay marriage next 
time, if you just open up your wallet and give more. 
Please give more.

From this perspective, it seems unlikely 
they’ll be willing to give up the money-making 
potential that the continued oppression of gay 
people gives them. Until societal attitudes 
sufficiently change to make them no longer fiscally 
viable. But, I’d say Maggie and Tony are safe in 
this lifetime.

After all, nearly 40 years after Roe v. Wade 
settled the abortion question, abortion rights 
remains a significant cash-cow for many people.

IDAHOT
—PFLAG National’s Policy Matters, May 22, 2015

Obama Administration releases statement 
in support of IDAHOT. On May 17th, The 
International Day Against Homophobia and 
Transphobia (IDAHOT), President Obama and 
the first lady issued a statement declaring that 
“. . . LGBT rights are human rights.” Also in 
that statement, released by the White House, 
Obama addressed workplace discrimination for 
LGBT employees and the rights of transgender 
individuals, and he also acknowledged the 
importance of LGBT rights overseas.
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Licensed to Discriminate?
After the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which 

banned whites-only lunch counters, it seemed 
for a time fairly clear that this meant all lunch 
counters, not only those run by persons who 
agreed with the law.  When Maurice Bessinger 
claimed an exemption on religious grounds in 
1968, “the Supreme Court disagreed,” writes Ian 
Millhiser, “ruling 8-0 in Newman v. Piggie Park 
Enterprises that Bessinger’s claim that a religious 
objection could authorize discrimination was 
‘patently frivolous’” (Twitter, 4/6/15, 8 a.m.).  Since 
then, however, the case 
has grown murky.

First came The 
Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act of 
1993.  Stephan V. 
Beyer explains the law: 
“RFRA . . . prohibits 
government from 
imposing a substantial 
burden on a person’s 
exercise of religion, 
even if the burden 
results from a rule of 
general applicability, 
unless the government 
can demonstrate 
that the burden is, 
first, in furtherance 
of a compelling 
governmental interest, 
and, second, the least restrictive means of 
furthering that interest. . . .  The passage of RFRA 
was the legal equivalent of Congress poking a 
sharp stick into the Supreme Court’s eye, and the 
Court responded accordingly. In City of Boerne 
v. Flores (1997), the Court held that RFRA was 
unconstitutional as applied to state and local 
governments” (Singing to the Plants, University 
of New Mexico Press, 2009).

As a result, state and local governments 
have been obliged to pass their own versions of 

RFRA.  One very interesting case occurred in 
Texas when George W. Bush was governor, a case 
which, says Millhiser, nevertheless “include[d] 
explicit language ensuring that people with 
strong religious views are not exempt from anti-
discrimination law” (ThinkProgress 3/30/15).  But 
times have changed, for on March 31, Indiana’s 
“Religious Liberty” bill became law without any 
such restriction.  How have we reached this point? 

Millhiser explains:
“When RFRA became law, and, indeed, 

until very recently, the law of religious liberty 
was bound by a simple principle: one person’s 
religious freedom stops at another person’s rights. 

This principle was 
especially strong in 
the business context. 
As the Supreme 
Court explained in 
United States v. Lee, 
“when followers of a 
particular sect enter 
into commercial 
activity as a matter 
of choice, the limits 
they accept on their 
own conduct as a 
matter of conscience 
and faith are not to 
be superimposed on 
the statutory schemes 
which are binding on 
others in that activity.”

“In 2014, 
however, the Supreme 

Court effectively scrapped this principle in 
Burwell v. Hobby Lobby, the case holding that 
employers with religious objections to birth 
control could refuse to comply with federal rules 
requiring them to include contraception in their 
employees’ health plans. Thanks to Hobby Lobby, 
religious objections may now be raised, at least at 
the federal level, to diminish the rights of others.”

Where is this heading?  Since March, writes 
Stephanie Guilloud of Truthout, many “religious 
exclusion bills were introduced, debated, modified 

Talking Point to Confront 
Bigoted Bakers

We choose to live in a democracy, and that 
choice limits our personal freedom. I do not 
have the freedom to refuse service to African-
Americans at my lunch counter, and you do not 
have the freedom to refuse gay men, lesbians, or 
transgender people in your bakery.  That is simply 
a matter of definition: Democracy means the 
freedom to live together as equals, and equality 
means being served in your establishment as 
any other law-abiding person is served. You are 
not obliged to open a business if your religious 
convictions forbid you to serve all citizens.  You 
are free to make a living in some other way.
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and either defeated or signed into law. . . .   
[T]hese bills are not aberrations or flash-in-the-
pan hate legislation. More than 20 states already 
have similar laws on the books (half of them 
Southern), and 12 states introduced versions this 
year, including Georgia. . . .  The strategy is to test 
the social and legislative climate for how far states 
are willing to recodify discriminatory, exclusive, 
segregationist and violent practices” (4/12/15).

Guilloud adds, “If religious beliefs are legally 
allowed to disregard, diminish, or oppose other 
religions, people’s behaviors or even people’s 
existence as humans, we are not on a slippery 
slope: We are swimming in the muck of a new era 
of social control and segregation.”

Finally Guilloud warns the LGBT community 
to form alliances with other vulnerable groups 
while there is still time: “The religious freedom 
laws and their byproducts are being introduced 
at a time of extreme racist hostility and violence. 
If we see these new codes as applying to or 
endangering gay people only, we will lose the 
opportunity to strengthen a social movement 
based in many communities under attack on 
multiple front lines.”

Gay Liberation Cannot 
Stand Alone

—from Toshio Meronek, “Israel’s ‘Pro-Gay’ Occupa-
tion,” Truthout, 4/1/15

The openly gay mayor of Seattle, Ed Murray, 
. . . [will attend this June] an LGBTQ conference 
in Tel Aviv, a conference that queer activists 
recognize as just another public relations play by 
Israel to appear progressive on gay issues, while 
obscuring the nation’s policy of apartheid against 
Palestinians.

Forty miles south of the conference’s rainbow 
flags lies a cage made for human beings, fenced 
with 25-foot concrete walls. Noam Chomsky 
called Gaza “the world’s largest open-air prison.” 
Here, Palestinians, regardless of gender or 
sexuality, are forced to live in conditions that 

black South African politician Baleka Mbete 
described as “far worse than” those experienced 
by South Africans during apartheid.

Oppression is oppression is oppression. 
Murray’s travel to Tel Aviv illuminates the double 
standard among the US’s gay elite: “We’re here, 
we’re queer, but don’t expect us to get behind 
your liberation struggle.”

[Dean Spade told the author,] “I visited the 
West Bank as part of an LGBT Delegation. . . .  
What I saw was utterly devastating. I visited a 
Palestinian village, Nabi Saleh, where the Israeli 
military uses tear gas and skunk water to harass 
families engaged in protest against the theft 
of their land and water every week and met a 
family whose son had been killed in December 
from a tear gas canister fired at his head. I sat in 
their living room and watched video footage of 
Israeli soldiers waking their children from bed 
at gunpoint in the middle of the night, arresting 
children and shooting gas canisters into their 
homes. I visited homes and villages where the 
apartheid wall is being constructed to separate 
Palestinians from their farmland, from their 
families, from their jobs, from health care and 
schools. I passed through checkpoints where 
Palestinians are humiliated every day trying to get 
to work or school or a hospital. I witnessed the 
apartheid road system, where Israeli settlers are 
allowed to drive on certain roads and Palestinians 
are barred. I saw the use of elaborate permit 
systems to enforce apartheid and imprison 
Palestinians. I walked the streets of Hebron, where 
a barricade separates the part of the sidewalk 
Palestinians are allowed to use and the rest of the 
road, which Israeli settlers may use.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
“While many people doing anti-colonial, anti-

prison and anti-border work are queer and trans, I 
think the more visible LGBT politics these days is 
not one that is deeply invested in racial justice and 
decolonization. 

“We see queer and trans politics as part of a 
broader political orientation that wants to end the 
brutal suffering caused by poverty, colonialism, 
and racism.”
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Valedictorian Muzzled
Evan Young, the valedictorian for Twin 

Peaks Charter Academy High School in Bolder, 
CO, intended to come out to his school at 
commencement.  This is what he meant to say:

On a more serious note, there is something I would 
like to reveal to you. You may have already sus-
pected this, but I hope this does not change your 
opinion of me: I am gay.  I’ve been attracted to men 
for as long as I can remember, and I’ve never had 
a girlfriend because I prefer members of my own 
sex. . . .  And that’s my biggest secret of all: I’m 
gay. I understand this might be offensive to some 
people, but it’s who I am. And whether you’ve al-
ways suspected this, or this is a total shock to you, 
now you know. When I was writing this speech, 
I was endlessly debating with myself whether I 
should reveal this, on account of how divisive an 
issue this is and how gay people tend to be stereo-
typed, and I thought that, if I did, I should repeat-
edly apologize and beg you guys not to think any 
differently of me. But then I realized: I don’t have 
to. I shouldn’t have to. If there’s one thing I learned 
at this school, it’s that we can still be friends even 
if we profoundly disagree with each other.  (qtd. by 
Amy Goodman in Nation of Change, 6/4/15) 

B. J. Buchmann, the principal of Evan’s 
school, asked him to delete this passage, and when 
he declined, he was forbidden to speak, in order, 
the school maintains, “to protect the solemnity 
of the evening and to preserve and protect the 
mission of the school” (qtd. by Charlie Brennan, 
“Longmont Valedictorian Silenced,” Boulder 
Daily Camera, 5/28/15).

In addition, Buchmann telephoned Evan’s 
father, Don Young, an accountant who had 

Trans Prom Queen—
In Utah!

—Mary Emily O’Hara, “How Utah’s Schools . . .” 
The Daily Beast, 5/11/15

Maka Brown, 18, was happy but “chill” 
when she was voted homecoming queen at prom 
this April. The transgender teen studies dance 
at Salt Lake City’s School of the Performing 
Arts, where she focuses on acrobatics and is 
training for a professional career in circus arts. 
Brown transferred to SPA at age 16 from another 
Salt Lake high school, Brighton. Her gender 
transition—using female pronouns, changing her 
name—was timed with the move. But it wasn’t 
because Brighton was a hostile environment for an 
LGBT student.

“I haven’t really ever experienced 
discrimination or bullying. I know that sounds 
kind of pompous but it’s true,” Brown said. She 
noted that one day, a creative writing teacher 
accidentally used 
male pronouns to 
describe her, and 
“the whole class 
spoke up and 
said ‘Hey, that’s 
wrong.’”

previously been a member of the school’s board 
of directors, and told him why his son’s speech 
had been canceled.  Young had never before been 
told his son was gay, according to a Daily Kos 
contributor.  Evan said, “My parents are very 
liberal. I think they were totally OK with it.  But 
I was not OK with it” (DiscipleofCarlin, “In 
Longmont . . .” 5/30/15).

Brennan reports 
that Out Boulder 
arranged for Evan 
to deliver his speech 
at a ceremony at a 
private home.

Credit: CBS
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Vatican Mystery
Early this year France nominated Laurent 

Stefanini, 54, an openly gay foreign service 
officer, as ambassador to the Vatican.  The 
appointment has not yet been confirmed or 

declined.  Two articles 
offer radically different 
interpretations of this 
delay.

In one of them, 
Jean Ann Esselink 
declares that in a 
fifteen-minute interview 
with Stefanini Pope 
Francis told him he 
was unacceptable as 
ambassador to the 
Vatican because he 

might choose to marry a man while so employed 
(“Pope Francis Tells Gay Ambassador to His 
Face He Is Unacceptable,” The New Civil 
Rights Movement, April 23, 2015).  However, 
in an article published four days later, Edward 
Pentin says that the meeting lasted 40 minutes 
and was meant “to reassure [Stefanini] that [the 
Pope] had nothing against his appointment.”  
Pentin concludes, “For now, signs are that both 
the French government and the Holy See will 
proceed with the appointment. Given the Pope’s 
implicit approval . . .  the Vatican is unlikely to 
rule differently” (“Vatican May Confirm Gay 
Ambassador,” Newsmax).

Both articles agree that silence from the 
Vatican lasting 4-6 weeks is interpreted as a 
refusal of a nomination, in which case it is 
expected to be withdrawn and also that the 
Pope’s personal intervention, a highly unusual 
event, occurred four months after the nomination 
and only after France refused to withdraw the 
nomination.  Whatever may or may not have been 
said in the tête-à-tête, it is clear at least that, as 
Esselink puts it, “The French government appears 
to be determined; if Pope Francis rejects the 
French ambassador because he is gay, he is going 
to have to own his bias in front of the world.”

Cardinal Demoted
— Leslie Salzillo, Daily Kos, 11/10/14

Raymond Leo Burke, America’s highest-
ranking cardinal at the Vatican, was officially 
removed from the Vatican’s Supreme Court, 
and demoted to chaplain of the Knights of 
Malta, where he will reign with much less 
responsibility. The ultra-Conservative and 
anti-gay cardinal, continuously challenges 
the jurisdiction of Pope Francis and the 
Catholic Church’s new receptive stance on 
homosexuality.

How ironic it is to find the demoted 
cardinal is from the United States. . . .

Raymond Burke is one of the pope’s 
strongest opponents. The 66 year-old Burke 
believes homosexuality is, “always and 
everywhere wrong [and] evil” and continu[al]ly 
questioned the authority of Pope Francis, now 
77. Burke told Buzzfeed in October, “The Pope 
is not free to change the church’s teachings 
with regard to the immorality of homosexual 
acts or the insolubility of marriage or any other 
doctrine of the faith.”  Apparently the Pope is 
free, at minimum, to encourage change. This 
is one more reason why so many free-thinkers 
in America, and in other countries love Pope 
Francis.

Our Tomorrow
—From the National

PFLAG is proud to be one of 
the more than 100 organizations and 
foundations, both big and small, 

from national nonprofit organizations to local 
community centers in towns and cities across the 
country, supporting Our Tomorrow, a campaign 
to engage LGBTQ people across the country in 
a conversation to shape the future of a bigger, 
bolder movement that leaves no one behind.

What is this program:  http://www.shareourtomorrow.
org/about/

Get started:  http://www.shareourtomorrow.org/sto-
ry-wall/
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Two Dudes Smooch on 
Dodgers’ Kiss Cam, to 

Hearty Applause
—Samer Kalaf, Deadspin, 5/4/15

Back in 2000, two women were kicked out 
of Dodger Stadium for kissing. The team and the 
world have changed since then. Between innings 
of Saturday’s game, the stadium’s Kiss Cam team 
found two men, not as a joke, but a couple. (It’s at 
the 0:28 mark.) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Reader Steven, who was in the ballpark (but 

didn’t film this video), says he was “proud of the 
loud, enthusiastic response from the crowd. Not 
one person around me groaned or made derogatory 
remarks, and seemed genuinely pleased with the 
moment.”

[Read the whole story about Kiss Cam and gay 
kissing at ballgames: < http://deadspin.com/the-kiss-cam-and-

american-sports-fans-a-slightly-awkwa-1523113498>.]
“Matt Shepard is a Friend of Mine”
PO Box 61
Burbank, CA 91503

Don’t Plan to Donate 
Blood in the USA

— I. Glenn Cohen and Eli Y. Adashimay, 
New York Times, May 21, 2015

LAST week [the week of May 11], the 
Food and Drug Administration released highly 
anticipated draft recommendations that would 
allow gay men to donate blood after one year of 
celibacy. While an improvement from the current, 
highly criticized lifetime ban, the new policy, 
which was announced in December, still caters to 
fear and stigma rather than science. It should be 
reconsidered.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
But the F.D.A. has failed to explain how a 

blanket one-year ban is justified by the existing 
public health data. To appreciate the injustice 
of its proposed approach, consider an analogy. 
There are ZIP codes in America that have much 
higher H.I.V. rates than others for reasons such 

A Note to My Kid
—The PFLAG Voice, 3/15

If you follow PFLAG National on Facebook 
and Twitter, then #ANTMKTuesday probably 
looks familiar to you. If not, you probably know 
this great project better as A Note to My Kid 
(ANTMK). Every Tuesday over at anotetomykid.
org, we share a note, a photo, or a video from a 
parent, family member, friend, or ally expressing 
their unconditional love to one or more of the 
LGBTQ people in their lives. These posts are 
also shared through our social media channels, 
including  Facebook and Twitter. Through these 
expressions of love, PFLAG maintains an online 
space where 
all LGBTQ 
people can 
find love, 
support, and 
affirmation.
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Donate Blood in Europe
—PFLAG National’s Policy Matters, May 7, 2015

European Court of Justice . . . ruled on April 
29th that governments may issue bans [on blood 
donations from men who have sex with men only 
if] they show the ban is the best way to limit 
health risks. The European Court of Justice is the 
highest court in the European Union.

Are Bisexuals Allies?
“Obviously,” writes Lindsay Miller in “Queer 

by Choice, Not by Chance: Against Being ‘Born 
This Way,’” “no one sits down and makes a 
rational decision about who to fall in love with, 
but I get frustrated with the veiled condescension 
of straight people who believe that queers 
‘can’t help it,’ and thus should be treated with 
tolerance and pity. To say ‘I was born this way’ 
is to apologize for the person I am and for whom 
I love. It’s like saying I would be different if I 
could. I wouldn’t” (The Atlantic, 4/12/11).

Miller claims to “have dated both men and 
women in the past, and when I’ve been with 
men, I never had to lie back and think of Megan 
Fox. I still notice attractive men on the street and 
on television. If I were terrified of the stigma 
associated with homosexuality, it would have been 
easy enough to date men exclusively and stay in 
the closet my whole life.”

Yep, some people are born like that too, 
Lindsay.

Gay President?
— Janie Velencia, “More Americans . . .” 

Huffingtonpost.com, 5/5/15

More Americans feel comfortable with a 
presidential candidate who identifies as gay 
or lesbian than with one who identifies as an 

Rubio Mellows
— Michael F. Haverluck, OneNewsNow.com, 

5/22/15)
Despite his opposition to [legalizing same-sex 

marriage], Republican presidential candidate Marco 
Rubio took a stand on the LGBT side of the argument 
[4/19/15], proclaiming that homosexuality is a 
biological condition — not a choice.. . .

“I . . . don’t believe that your sexual preferences 
are a choice for the vast and enormous majority of 
people,” Rubio expressed [sic]. “In fact, the bottom 
line is, I believe that sexual preference is something 
people are born with.”

as poverty, 
poor access to 
health care, or 
intravenous 
drug use rates. 
Imagine if the 
F.D.A. were to 
announce that 
anyone who 
had lived in 
that ZIP code 
would have to remain celibate for a year in order 
to donate blood. We would view such a blanket 
ban as unreasonable and discriminatory.

The sensible policy solution would be to 
rely on individualized risk assessments and the 
ultrarapid and extremely accurate antibody and 
nucleic testing already done to all blood that 
enters the blood supply to deal with donors who 
pose higher risks.

Such testing is already applied to every pint 
of blood donated in the United States. As a result, 
the F.D.A. estimates that the H.I.V. risk from a 
unit of blood has been reduced to about one per 
two million — almost exclusively from donations 
made during the “window period,” very early after 
infection, when even the most up-to-date testing 
methods cannot detect all infections.

evangelical Christian, according to [the latest 
WSJ/NBC poll].  The results revealed that 
Americans are actually quite open to having a gay 
presidential candidate. Sixty-one percent said they 
would be either enthusiastic about or comfortable 
with a gay or lesbian candidate, while only 37 
percent said they would have reservations or be 
uncomfortable.
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Corporations 
to the Rescue?

Indiana and Arkansas recently passed 
“religious freedom” laws permitting businesses 
to refuse service to LGBT customers, but then 
they almost immediately reversed course and 
passed amendments, that in Indiana making 
GLBT persons a protected class.  The reason 
for the about-face, explains Michael I. Niman, 
is the intervention of corporations: Angie’s List 
and NCAA in Indiana (as well as a few city and 
state government travel bans to the state) and 
Walmart in Arkansas (“Wal-Mart,” writes Niman, 
“essentially owns Arkansas”).

But Niman warns against regarding the 
corporate giants as beneficent Beings:

. . . [C]orporations aren’t people, persons, 
or sentient beings of any sort. And if they were, 
as the documentary film The Corporation 
accurately concludes, they would be sociopaths. 
Corporations aren’t stepping in to protect LGBT 
rights because it’s the right thing to do. They’re 
stepping in because it’s the right thing for their 
bottom line. They are chartered to do one thing: 
accumulate money. The threat of real living 
sentient persons boycotting corporations because 
they are located in, do business with, or otherwise 
are connected to a hate state threatens that bottom 
line. So does any negative perception of their 
most valuable assets, which are their brands; 
embedded in people’s psyches, they must remain 
“cool” in order to ply their magic. Association 
with homophobes is no longer cool. Worse, it’s 
uncool. Bad for the brand. 

Painting the corporations as heroes is a false 
narrative. The real heroes are still the people 
who, in threatening to perceive the corporations 
as uncool, threatened their brand value and 
forced them to do the right thing. The last 
generation has produced ever-shrinking returns 
on corporate investments in homophobia, with 
folks increasingly finding it repulsive. So the true 
power still lies with the people, who, at the first 
peep of maybe boycotting Indiana commerce, 
won the culture war and protected basic human 
rights for LGBT Hoosiers. This is truly inspiring.  

The Other Side of the 
Parenting Debate

— Michael F. Haverluck, OneNewsNow.com, 
03/27/15

Heather Barwick was brought up in a home 
by two lesbian mothers. Barwick, now married 
to a man and raising four children, argues that 
growing up 
in a same-sex 
household is 
detrimental 
to a child’s 
development 
— a realization 
she didn’t come 
to until she was 
well into her 
20s.

“Growing 
up, and even 
into my 20s, I supported and advocated for gay 
marriage,” Barwick stated in The Federalist. 
“It’s only with some time and distance from 
my childhood that I’m able to reflect on my 
experiences and recognize the long-term 
consequences that same-sex parenting had on me. 
. . .

“And it’s only now, as I watch my children 
loving and being loved by their father each day, 
that I can see the beauty and wisdom in traditional 
marriage and parenting,” Barwick added.

“My father’s absence created a huge hole in 
me, and I ached every day for a dad. . . .  I loved 
my mom’s partner, but another mom could never 
have replaced the father I lost. . . .

“I grew up surrounded by women who 
said they didn’t need or want a man,” Barwick 
recollected. “Yet, as a little girl, I so desperately 
wanted a daddy. . . .

“It is a strange and confusing thing to walk 
around with this deep-down unquenchable ache 
for a father, for a man, in a community that says 
that men are unnecessary.”
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LGBT History: 
“America the Beautiful”

—Daily Kos, 9/18/10

Among our nation’s most 
famous pieces of poetry is 
that which underlies the song 
“America the Beautiful.”  On 
several occasions, it has been 

proposed to replace “The Star Spangled Banner” 
as our national anthem.  Its author was a young 
Wellesley College English professor named 
Katharine Lee Bates.  Almost everbody in this 
nation knows the words.  Few know that she was a 
lesbian.

[You can find most details of her life in 
almost any library or in the article from which 
these extracts come.  What the standard sources 
omit] is the single most important thing to her 
in her life: her partner, Katharine Coman.  Until 
recently, in most histories of  “America The 
Beautiful” and its author, Coman was written out 
of nearly every scene in Bates’ life.

Bates became close to Coman at Wellesley, 
where Coman was a professor of history.  It 
was Coman herself who appointed Bates to her 
position.  [Their romantic relationship began] in 
1887, and in 1890 they moved in together in what 
was then known as a “Boston Marriage.”   

They lived the American dream together.  
They bought a small home that they nicknamed 
“Scarab,” got a collie that they named “Sigurd,” 
and an early automobile that they named 
“Abraham.”   Whenever they parted, they wrote 
almost daily love letters to each other:  “Your love 
is proof of God.  How does love come, unless 
Love is?. . . That is a glorious sentence wherewith 
to close your letter.  I love it and I love you and I 
love what shadowy hint of God comes to me.”

While “the two Katharines” lived in 
Massachusetts, their hearts remained with the 
American west.  Coman wrote some of the first 
works on the economy of the old west, including 
“Economic Beginnings of the Far West.”  They 
took every opportunity to travel west together; 
in Massachusetts, their hearts remained with the 

American west.  Coman wrote some of the first 
works on the economy of the old West, including 
“Economic Beginnings of the Far West.”  They 
took every opportunity to travel west together, 
including Bates’ fateful 1893 trip to Pike’s Peak.  
Along the way they had stopped in Chicago 
to visit a newly-built monument to women’s 
accomplishments in the arts and sciences, and 
admired statues of women’s rights pioneers such 
as Susan B. Anthony.  

The two also had another devout 
committment: that to equal rights for the 
poor.  They cofounded the College Settlements 
Association in 1887, a program which helped 
send female graduates to spend time among the 
European poor arriving on America’s shores.  
In 1892, Coman helped open Denison House 
in Boston, which became a center of labor 
organization in the United States.  Coman sided 
with the workers during the 1894 Pullman 
strike, and travelled to Chicago in 1910 to help 
striking seamstresses win union rights.  She 
began writing another work on a then radical 
topic: “Unemployment Insurance: A Summary of 
European Systems.”  

And then disaster struck: Katharine Coman 
developed breast cancer.

Coman’s death in 1915 was an event that 
Bates would never recover from.  Even nearly 
a decade later, she wrote to a friend:  “So much 
of me died with Katharine Coman that I’m 
sometimes not quite sure whether I’m alive or 
not.”

Bates began work shortly after Coman died 
on a long volume of poetry, titled Yellow Clover: 
A Book of Remembrance, to Katharine Coman.  
Despite Bates’ growing popularity from “America 
The Beautiful”, the sad, longing poems of Yellow 
Clover proved unpopular, and the book fell into 
obscurity.

On March 28th, 1929, at the age of 69, Bates 
died in Wellesley, Massachusetts.  She helped 
develop a sense of pastoral patriotism within our 
growing nation and left us with one of the most 
memorable pieces of poetry.  She nurtured the 
growing women’s rights and labor movements.

Let us honor her memory by not writing away 
from history that which mattered to her the most.
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Trans Aging
—SAGE Matters, 3/15

A powerful recent New York Times article 
highlighted the experience of transitioning later in 
life. Michael Adams, SAGE’s Executive Director, 
penned a response and pointed to recent policy 
recommendations to improve the lives of older 
transgender people.  [Search Sage’s blog, <blog.
sageusa.org>, for “It’s Never Too Late to Make a 
change.”]

Jenner a Republican
— Aly Weisman, “Bruce Jenner . . .,”  

Business Insider, 4/25/15

[In his 4/24 
interview with 
Diane Sawyer, 
Caitlin Jenner 
remarked, ] “I’ve 
never been a big 
fan [of President Obama], I’m kind of more on the 
conservative side.”

“Are your a Republican?” Sawyer asked in 
response, to which Jenner replied, “Yeah! Is that a 
bad thing? I believe in the [C]onstitution.”

“Do you think that would be an unsettling 
thing for some people in the conservative wing of 
the party?” Sawyer asked.

“I’ve thought about that,” says Jenner, adding 
that neither political party has a monopoly on 
understanding.

Transgender Resources
—Tom Beck

Akron Pride Center: www.canapi.org 
330-252-1559 
They are housed with the Community AIDS 
Network Office, so don’t be surprised if you 

Notice in Michigan Spa
Planet Fitness is committed to creating a 

non-intimidating, welcoming environment for our 
members. Our gender identity non-discrimination 
policy states that members and guests may use all 
gym facilities based on their sincere self-reported 
gender identity.

Prove Your Gender!
— Anthony D. Romero, ACLU Action 3/12/15 email

A . . . “new bill introduced in Florida . . .  
would imprison people for 60 days for using a 
public restroom that the state decides doesn’t 
match their gender. . . .

The Florida legislative session just started 
last week and the bill has already passed its first 
committee.

A Family Transitions
—PFLAG National’s Policy Matters, May 22, 2015

E! airs first two episodes of Keeping Up 
with the Kardashians: About Bruce [see eonline.
com]. Two episodes, aired Sunday, May 17th 
and Monday, May 18th, began to deal with 
Bruce Jenner’s transition. Since coming out 
as transgender in an interview last month with 
Diane Sawyer, Jenner, Jenner’s ex-wife Kris, and 
their entire family have been speaking publicly 
about working together as a family through the 
transition. To help other families and educate 
interested viewers, we are proud to share that 
PFLAG has been included as a resource on the E! 
website for the show.

Manning Still Fighting
—Chad Groening, One News Now, 3/12/15 

The court of criminal appeals has now 
instructed the military to refer to [Private 
Manning, now serving 35 years for whistle-
blowing] by the female name he [sic] has chosen, 
Chelsea . . . use the gender neutral “Private First 
Class Manning” or employ the feminine pronoun. 
. . . Elaine Donnelly, president of the Center for 
Military Readiness, [fumes, saying,] for a court 
to order a feminine pronoun for a person who is 
still biological male, it’s an egregious example of 
judicial overreach.”  (Dear, dear, such a burden!)
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Calendar
PFLAG Youngstown meets the second Tuesday of 

every month at St. John’s Episcopal Church: 
July 14, August 11, September 15, October 
13, November 10, and December 8. Watch for 
additional activities throughout the year.

The Pride Center of Greater Youngstown meets on the 
fourth Saturday of every month at 1:00 in the Main 
Branch of the Youngstown Public Library.

Coffee with Louisa, an informal LGBT discussion 
group, meets monthly on the second Saturday at 
6:00 at the Mocha House in Boardman.

The Stonewall Democrats meet on the first Thursday 
of the month at 7:00 at 1523 Poland Avenue.

6/19, 7:00 p.m., Mixology Night (See article at left.)
6/21  Mineshaft: Daddies’ Day Party
6/21  Mineshaft: T Is for Toga Dance Party
6/28, 11 a.m.  Unitarian Church reflections on 

Supreme Court’s decision on same-sex marriage.  
See story on p. 1 of this issue.

7/04  Mineshaft: Fireworks BBQ
7/25  Mineshaft: Christmas in July
10/4:  Non-Violence event at YSU.  Save the date.

Weekly Mineshaft Events
Hours: M-Th 5-12, F-Sat 5-2, Sun 3-12
Sunday T-Dance begins at 3 PM with DJ Penk and 

BBQ specials
Monday Music Night
Taco Tuesday: $1 Tacos, Nach specials, $2 

Margaritas
Wednesday Chef menu
Thursday Leather Bingo
Friday Shotboy Jason.  Blackout party begins at 

midnight.

Mixology Night & Dinner 
for LGBT Singles

—Recommended by Kenny Evans of Out & About

Learn how to make your own drinks with 
The Cocktail Chef Steven Kowalczuk/ www.
thecocktailchefusa.com. It’s fun, super easy, & 
a great way to get to know other LGBT singles 
in the greater Pittsburgh area in a super relaxed 
environment. We’ll also be doing buffet style 
dinner. This is a great way to meet & socialize. 
Great way to learn a great new skill you can use 
at your next party, or to show off to friends. Total 
cost is $37.50 cash and includes all the supplies, 
all the food, non-alcoholic drinks, mixology 

reach that office first.  Ask for some Trans 
contacts.

Cleveland Pride Center: www.lgbtcleveland.org 
216-651-5428   

Trans Family Cleveland has good contacts.    
www.transfamily.org 
216-691-4357—This is a working phone num-
ber, I called to check, connects to a member of 
the organization.

Alpha Omega Society: www.aosoc.org 
(May be more for cross-dressing, not sure.)

Chi Lambda Epsilon Chapter of Tri-Ess: 
www.triess-cle.org 
(May be more for cross dressing, not sure.)

In the on-line version of the Gay People’s Chron-
icle <http://www.gaypeopleschronicle.com>, 
you can find listings for many community 
resources.  It’s in alphabetical order, so Trans-
gender groups are near the end of the page.  
Several Trans group contacts are listed.

The Cleveland Pride Center has an extensive list-
ing as well, several pages long: 
<http://www.lgbtcleveland.org/directo-
ry/?page=browse&category=4>

instruction, cost of alcohol for drinks you make, 
private hall, and tax & tip. We’ll be making 
Margaritas too. Good deal & good time. Email 
back or call 330-509-9430 if you would like to 
sign up to attend.
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What Is PFLAG?

Our Vision
We, the parents, families and friends of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons, 
celebrate diversity and envision a society that 
embraces everyone, including those of diverse 
sexual orientations and gender identities. Only with 
respect, dignity and equality for all will we reach 
our full potential as human beings, individually and 
collectively. PFLAG welcomes the participation and 
support of all who share in, and hope to realize this 
vision. 

Our Mission
 PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons, their 
families and friends through: support, to cope with 
an adverse society; education, to enlighten an ill-in-
formed public; and advocacy, to end discrimination 
and to secure equal civil rights. Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays provides opportunity for 
dialogue about sexual orientation and gender identity, 
and acts to create a society that is healthy and respect-
ful of human diversity.

Our Strategic Goals
1. Build the capacity of our organization at every 

level so that we may have all the resources, in the 
form of information, people and funding, neces-
sary to move forward in our work with the greatest 
possible effect.

2. Create a world in which our young people may 
grow up and be educated with freedom from fear 
of violence, bullying and other forms of discrim-

ination, regardless of their real or perceived gen-
der identity or sexual orientation or that of their 
families.

3. Make our vision and our message accessible to the 
broadest range of ethnic and cultural communities, 
ending the isolation of families with lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender family members within 
those communities.

4. Work toward full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgender persons within their chosen 
communities of faith.

5. Create a society in which all LGBT persons may 
openly and safely pursue the career path of their 
choice, and may be valued and encouraged to grow 
to their full potential in the workplace.

6. Create a society in which all lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender persons may enjoy, in every as-
pect of their lives, full civil and legal equality and 
may participate fully in all the rights, privileges 
and obligations of full citizenship in this country.

We welcome the participation and support of all who 
share in our Vision and Mission and who hope to 
realize our goals. 

- See more at: http://community.pflag.org/page.aspx-
?pid=237#sthash.WpB2s9T6.dpuf

Submissions
The Youngstown Area PFLAG Rag needs your 

input.  There are four issues annually, having the 
following deadlines: March 1, June 1, September 1, 
December 1.  Send submissions (including pictures) to 
tcopeland@neo.rr.com or to

 Youngstown Area PFLAG
 313 N. Belle Vista Ave.
 Youngstown, OH  44509

Disclaimer
The views expressed 
in these pages are not 

necessarily those of the 
executive board, editor, or 

chapter.

Meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of 
every month at 6:30 
in the Parish House 
of St. John’s Epis-
copal Church (lower 
level), 323 Wick Av-
enue, Youngstown, 
OH.

Join Us

If you are joining as a new member, please 
send your name, email, postal address, and phone 
number to youngstownpflag@aol.com.  You may 
submit your dues payment of $25 per household 
plus any optional donation using PayPal at our 
website:  http://www.youngstownpflag.org.


