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Care with Pride: A Letter from National PFLAG
Dear Chapter Leaders,

We just officially launched the Care with PRIDETM campaign at pflag.org. This first-of-its-
kind initiative—in partnership with the Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies and Walgreens 
Family of Companies—is an important educational, awareness and media campaign on the harm 
of bullying, violence, discrimination for all students—LGBT and otherwise. We strongly believe 
that it will elevate the important work of PFLAG and your own chapter in your community and 
send a message that all parents, families, friends, and allies should play a role to make schools 
safe for all children. 

For chapters that want to leverage the visibility of this campaign, we have created a tool kit of 
support media that we are attaching for your use on your website, social media presence and with 
local media outlets: https://community.pflag.org/document.doc?id=615&erid=1919298

Federal Appeals Court 
Declares DOMA 
Unconstitutional

—http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/defense-of-marriage-—http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/defense-of-marriage-—
act-unconstitutional-federal-appeals-court-declares/2012/05/31/

gJQAHDxO4U_story.html?hpid=z1

[Michael Ley, Ohio’s PFLAG chair, sends 
along this report.]

[On May 31] Federal appeals court [found] 
Section 3 of DOMA unconstitutional.  Section 3 
defines marriage for federal purposes as the union 
between one man and one woman.  Section 2 of 
DOMA, which says that a state does not have to 
recognize a same-sex marriage from another state, 
was not challenged.  If upheld, this [ruling] will 
have an impact on Ohio same-sex couples married 
legally elsewhere because they would then 

obtain the over 1000 federal benefits conferred to 
married couples, such as Social Security benefits, 
immigration rights, etc. 
  . . . . The 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Boston issued the ruling in a unanimous, 3-0 
decision. Of particular interest is the fact that 
two of the appeals court judges are Republican 
appointees—and the decision was written by 
Judge Mike Boudin, a traditional conservative 
appointed by George H.W. Bush, who was the 
deputy assistant Attorney General in the Reagan 
administration.

From [this] decision:
To conclude, many Americans believe that 
marriage is the union of a man and a woman, 
and most Americans live in states where that 
is the law today. One virtue of federalism is 
that it permits this diversity of governance 
based on local choice, but this applies as 
well to the states that have chosen to legalize 
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Thoughts on Gay Marriage
Same-sex marriage is being hastened to a 

test in the United States Supreme Court by an 
unlikely coalition of not only rich LGBT folks 
and traditionally sympathetic entertainers but also 
straight billionaires, Wall Street moguls, high-
ranking Republicans, both straight and gay, and 
actors normally shy of gay issues, like George 
Clooney and Brad Pitt.

Learn more from “Gay Marriage Effort 
Attracts a Novel Group of Donors” (http://www.
nytimes.com/2012/03/24/us/gay-marriage-effort-is-attracting-a-novel-
group-of-donors.html?_r=1&hp=&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=13325944

23-WfwhIDfBnWj0t5VF+7m0qQ” \t “_blank.).  This article, 
copyrighted by Truthout and not to be reprinted, 
leaves one breathless at the staggering amounts 
of money being raised and the impressive list 
of names of all political colors, but it also raises 
doubt about the wisdom of delivering all our 
hopes in a single package to the door of this 
particular Supreme Court.

It is also worth noting that polls and voting 
records are at variance on this issue.  “According 
to a Washington Post-ABC News poll released 
[March 21]” and reported by David Crary of the 
Associated Press, “53 percent of those questioned 
say gay marriage should be legal, a new high for 
the poll, while 39 percent, a new low, say it should 
be illegal.”  This result is in line with other recent 
polls, and yet, as Brian S. Brown, the president 
of The National Organization for Marriage, has 
pointed out, voters have “opposed same-sex 
marriage in the 30 times the question has been 
on a ballot since 2000” (“Gay Marriage Polls... 
Something Doesn’t Add Up,” http://www.onenewsnow.

com/Culture/Default.aspx?id=1605030, 5/27/2012 6:15:00).  
“It’s a paradox with multiple explanations,” 
Crary explains, “from political geography to 

California Gay Marriage 
Case Headed 

to U.S. Supreme Court

 —Maura Dolan, 05 June 2012 15:47, The Los Angeles 
Times | Report

The U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals’ 
decision to deny an appeal of February’s ruling 
against Proposition 8 paves the way for a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision on gay marriage by next 
year.

The decision means the U.S. Supreme Court 
is likely to have two major gay-rights cases on its 
docket in the near future.  Another federal appeals 
court last week struck down a federal law that 
denied federal recognition to same-sex marriage.

Backers of Proposition 8 said they will ask 
the U.S. Supreme Court to review the 9th Circuit 
ruling.

. . . . . . . .
“The final chapter of the Proposition 8 case 

has now begun,” said Chad Griffin, founder of a 
group that is financing the legal fight to overturn 
Proposition 8. “Should the United States Supreme 
Court decide to review the 9th Circuit’s decision 
in our case, I am confident that the justices will 
stand on the side of fairness and equality.”

Marriage Equality, another gay rights group, 
noted that opponents of gay marriage have 90 
days to request review by the U.S. Supreme Court.

“Earlier this year, a three-judge panel 
of the 9th Circuit held that Proposition 8’s 
targeting lesbian and gay people and taking away 
their freedom to marry violated the equality 
and fairness guarantees of the United States 
Constitution,” said John Lewis, Marriage Equality 

USA’s legal director.
“Today, a majority of the Court agreed, by 

declining to revisit the ruling. If the United States 
Supreme Court also declines to review the case, 
loving, committed lesbian and gay couples could 
be able to marry again in California later this year 
or early next year.”

same-sex marriage. Under current Supreme 
Court authority, Congress’ denial of federal 
benefits to same-sex couples lawfully married 
in Massachusetts has not been adequately 
supported by any permissible federal interest.
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Some of the 
gay rights leaders 
specifically cited 
support from the 
NAACP for same-
sex marriage as a 
reason they decided 
to oppose the stop-
and-frisk policy. 

the likelihood that some 
conflicted voters tell 
pollsters one thing and then 
vote differently.”  Frank 
Schubert, a conservative, 
thinks the pollsters’ 
question (Should same-
sex marriage be legal?) 
awakens respondents’ 
sympathy, and he avers that 
asking whether “marriage” 
should be defined as “the 
union of one man with one 
woman” would elicit results 
more in line with voting 
records (http://www.dailyherald.
com/article/20120527/news/705279871/

print/).  Crary observes that 
states which have forbidden 
same-sex unions represent 60% of the country’s 
population, and legalized by only 15 states (35% 
of the population).  “In November...Maine, 
Maryland, Minnesota, and Washington...will vote 
on the issue.”

The Daily Herald reports Frank Schubert’s The Daily Herald reports Frank Schubert’s The Daily Herald
warning that “. . . polls are misleading and he 
asserted that same-sex marriage would be rejected 
if a national referendum were held now.”  Now 
may not be the ideal time to force a once-and-for-
all decision on the matter.

Results of Obama’s Stand 
on Same-Sex Marriage
Laurie Kellman, of the Associated Press, 

contends that Republicans will use the president’s 
change of heart to make Romney look by contrast  
both more consistent and more conservative 
than he has been appearing, but she insists that 
the economy will be far more important in the 
campaign (“GOP: Gay Marriage an Issue but Not 
like Economy,” (5/12/2012 7:40:00).  

In “Obama’s Support for Same-Sex Marriage 

NAACP Supports Marriage Equality
—http://www.naacp.org/news/entry/naacp-passes-resolution-in-support-of-mar-

riage-equality

The NAACP Constitution affirmatively states our objective to 
ensure the “political, educational, social and economic equality” of 
all people. Therefore, the NAACP has opposed and will continue to 
oppose any national, state, local policy or legislative initiative that 
seeks to codify discrimination or hatred into the law or to remove the 
Constitutional rights of LGBT citizens. We support marriage equality 
consistent with equal protection under the law provided under the 
Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution.  Further, 
we strongly affirm the religious freedoms of all people as protected 
by the First Amendment.

Black Leaders and Gay 
Advocates March in Step

—http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/10/nyregion/black-leaders-and-gay-—http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/10/nyregion/black-leaders-and-gay-—
advocates-find-ways-to-march-in-step.html

. . . [On June 5] representatives of several 
national gay rights organizations gathered at New 
York City’s Stonewall Inn, often described as the 
birthplace of their movement, to announce that 
they would march to protest the New York Police 
Department’s stop-and-frisk practice, under which 
the police each year have been stopping hundreds 
of thousands of New Yorkers, most of them black 
or Latino, in an effort to prevent crime.

The Rev. Al Sharpton, center, with 
Jeffrey Campagna, left, a national gay 
rights organizer, and Benjamin Todd 
Jealous, right, the president of the 
NAACP, at a news conference in New 
York this month to announce a march 
to protest the stop-and-frisk practice by 
the New York police.
By KATE TAYLOR
Published: June 9, 2012 
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Conservative Movement 
Sanctions Gay Marriage

—JTA, 
6/2/12, 

http://www.
haaretz.

com/jew-
ish-world/

jewish-
world-news/

conserva-
tive-move-

ment-sanctions-same-
sex-marriage-1.433911

The Jewish movement’s central authority on 
Jewish law votes 13-0 to approve new guidelines 
for holding same-sex marriage ceremonies. 

The Rabbinical Assembly’s Committee on 
Jewish Law and Standards, which sets halakhic 
policy for the Conservative movement, has 
voted unanimously to provide the approximately 

1,600 Conservative rabbis with guidelines on 
performing same-sex marriages.

The move is an official sanction of the 
ceremonies by the movement.

The CJLS approved the documents [May 
31] by a 13-0 vote with one abstaining ballot. For 
years, the Conservative movement has debated 
how to approach same-sex unions. Traditionalists 
often opposed such relationships while urging 
respect, as progressives—particularly some 
rabbinical students—pushed for full equality.

For the latest updates visit Haaretz.com on 
Facebook and Tumblr.

In 2006, the CJLS officially sanctioned gay 
relationships.  At the time, it stressed that rabbis 
were not obligated to perform such ceremonies 
but could do so and not be violating RA standards.  
Rabbis Daniel Nevins, Avram Reisner, and Elliot 
Dorff created the new ritual guidelines.  They 
offer two types of gay weddings, as well as gay 
divorce.

“Both versions are egalitarian,” Nevins told 
the Forward.  “They differ mostly in style—one 
hews closely to the traditional wedding ceremony 
while the other departs from it.”

The templates do not include kiddushin, 
the ceremony in which the groom presents his 
bride with a ring.  However, they do detail a ring 
exchange that is based on Jewish partnership law, 
an established halakhic concept, Nevins told the 
Forward.

Maryland’s Highest Court 
Recognizes Gay Divorce

—Brian Witte, Associated Press, http://www.onenewsnow.com/
Legal/Default.aspx?id=1600322 

The Court of Appeals issued the ruling [May 
18] that couples who have a valid marriage from 
another state can divorce in Maryland.

The ruling says Maryland courts should 
withhold recognition of a valid foreign marriage 
only if that marriage is “repugnant” to state public 

Shows Where African-Americans in General Are 
Heading,” Allison Samuels traces the evolution of 
Black attitudes to same-sex marriage from 2008, 
when 67% opposed it and the president supported 
only civil unions, to 2012, when 47% oppose it 
and the president supports marriage.  She includes 
several illustrative anecdotes, ending with this 
account of 67-year-old Lamont Jacobs:

“My grandson is gay and of course me and 
my wife love him to death, but it was hard to 
accept at first,’’ says the Long Beach, Calif., 
native, while getting his hair cut in South Central 
Los Angeles. “I didn’t understand why he wanted 
to be with or marry another man. I just didn’t. 
I told him that wasn’t a real marriage. But over 
time, my wife and I learned to accept it and be at 
peace with it. Who are we to deny him happiness? 
President Obama just came to that same decision, 
and I respect him for it.’’  (“African-Americans 
Support Obama’s Same-Sex Marriage Stance,” 
May 11, 2012 4:45 AM EDT; http://www.thedailybeast.
com/articles/2012/05/11/african-americans-support-obama-s-
same-sex-marriage-stance.html?utm_medium=email&utm_
source=newsletter&utm_campaign=cheatsheet_morning&cid=newsletter
%3Bemail%3Bcheatsheet_morning&utm_term=Cheat%20Sheet).
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Arrests at Marriage
License Bureau

On May 10 in Winston-Salem, NC, 
writes Emery P. Alesio, “Mary Jamis, 52, of 
Mocksville, and a heterosexual friend, . . . Mary 
Lea Bradford of Winston-Salem, were arrested 
after they blocked the entrance to the marriage 
license office and refused to leave more than 30 
minutes after closing time” (“Lesbian Seeking 
Marriage License, Arrested,” 5/12/12, http://www.
huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/11/mary-jamis-lesbian-north-carolina-

arrest_n_1509022.html). Alesio explains that this act 
of civil disobedience formed part of an effort 
by the Campaign for Southern Equality to draw 
attention to the injustice of North Carolina’s new 
constitutional amendment, approved two days 
earlier, that strengthens existent laws forbidding 
same-sex marriage.  President Obama’s historic 
personal approval of the very institution this state 
has outlawed was made public only the day before 
the arrest.

While several gay couples were politely 
turned away, adds Alesio, heterosexual couples 
received their licenses, one woman so favored 
remarking that she had thought the government 
should not interfere in people’s personal lives.  

Thoughts on Marriage
“Marriage,” wrote G. B. Shaw, “is popular 

because it combines the maximum of temptation 
with the maximum of opportunity.”  The furor 
surrounding same-sex marriage invites us to 
re-examine marriage in general, particularly our 
society’s curious eagerness to encourage it by 
manifold perquisites and monetary rewards.

An excellent treatment—with historical 
analysis of why first marriages fail so often and 
subsequent ones still more often—is “Some 
Relationship 
Counseling for 
Feminism and the 
Left,” by Harriet 
Fraad (http://truth-out.
org/opinion/item/8581-
some-marriage-counseling-
for-feminism-and-the-

left).  Consider this 
thought-provoking 
paragraph from her 
exordium:

Marriage is the only form of deep connection 
our society enthusiastically endorses. People 
seek marriages for the same reason they are 
so hard to sustain. People need marriage to do 
the impossible job of compensating for social 
loneliness and collective disconnection. When 
marriages work, they can be a basis of deep, 
lasting and productive partnership in which 
people connect around collective actions, 
deeply held beliefs, shared trusted friends 
and family members, and intimate relational 
bonds. Although some marriage partnerships 

Harriet Fraad 

policy. The court says the threshold is a high bar 
that has not been met in the case that it ruled on.

The case involved two women who were 
married in California and denied a divorce in 2010 
by a Maryland judge.

Lawyers for the women told the Court of 
Appeals that it would be unprecedented for the 
state not to recognize same-gender marriages 
performed elsewhere.

When Brent Morin and his male partner were 
refused, he asked that his petition be marked 
“denied” and signed, and “the clerk complied. 
Other clerks smiled sheepishly or shook the hands 
extended to them by couples they had turned 
away.  ‘I just want to point out that we’re married 
in the District of Columbia, our nation’s capital,’ 
Morin said. ‘Thank you.’”
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Alison Redford 
First Alberta Premier

to Attend Gay Pride Event
“There were cheers at Edmonton’s Gay Pride 

festival,” writes The Canadian Press (06/09/2012 
6:00 p.m. Updated: 06/09/2012 10:05 p.m.) “as 
Alison Redford became the first Alberta premier 
to participate in the annual event.

“Redford spoke to the crowd in the city’s 
downtown immediately following the pride 
parade, and several thousand people filled the 
square as Redford took the stage and donned a 
rainbow sash.

“‘Personally, it’s a privilege to be able to be 
here to celebrate community, diversity, families, 
tolerance and an Alberta for 2012 where all of us 
feel safe, secure and confident about expressing 
who we are,’ Redford said.”

Copy URL (http://www.globaltvedmonton.com/redford+first
+alberta+premier+to+attend+gay+pride+festival+organizers/644265313
5/story.html#ixzz1wk0gml8B) and paste into your browser to read story 
and see video.

Campbell’s Soup 
Sponsors LGBT Event
Campbell’s Equality Forum, 

which took place in Philadelphia 
the first week in May, included 
activities such as panel discussions 
and seminars on gay adoption, 
school visitations, and transgender acceptance by 
the public and the military.

 Diane Gramley of The American Family 
Association of Pennsylvania observes, “[Other 
companies provide comparable soup products” 
(Quoted by Charlie Butts, “Campbell’s not so 
‘clean-cut,’” OneNewsNow, 5/4/2012 4:35:00 
a.m.).

White House to Delay 
Implementation of Key 

Anti-Discrimination Order
—Igor Volsky, Thursday, 12 April 2012 12:44  p.m.

Barack Obama “committed to supporting a 
formal written policy of non-discrimination that 
includes sexual orientation and gender identity 
or expression . . . for all Federal contractors” as 
a candidate in 2008 and pledged to fight for the 
community in 2009 and 2011. “I’m here with a 
simple message:  ‘I’m here with you in that fight,’ 
Obama told the Human Rights Campaign in 2009, 
adding, ‘Nobody in America should be fired 
because they’re gay, despite doing a great job and 
meeting their responsibilities. It’s not fair. It’s not 
right. We’re going to put a stop to it.’”

Yet, “after months of  dodging questions 
about the progress of an executive order 
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation and gender identity in federal 
contracting, the White House won’t issue the 
directive, but will instead study whether gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender employees 
require employment protections.

help people profoundly, most fail. Marriage 
was never, nor could it ever be, a substitute for 
a wider relational circle or social collectivity. 
Traditional marriage was, historically, in 
law and in practice, a relationship of male 
dominance and female and child subordination. 
It is not something the left needs to celebrate. 
However, the left and feminism both need to 
address the breakdown of the one cooperative 
and non-capitalist form of connection that 
Americans counted on.
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Mel White’s
Dismal Prospect

Mel White, founder of Soulforce, warns us 
not to be unduly cheered by signs of growing 
acceptance.  The broader picture, sketched in 
“Homophobia Threatens to Turn Democracy into 
a Fundamentalist Theocracy” (http://truth-out.org/

opinion/item/9428-the-war-on-gays), is that as the economy 
continues to falter and the poor become still 
poorer and more desperate, scapegoats are needed, 
and none make better scapegoats than marginal 
people who are growing in power, wealth, 
or social acceptance.  We are still extremely 
vulnerable, and those of us who are out may soon 
wish we had reconsidered opening the closet 
door.  This country is ripe for a fascist takeover.  
Those now enjoying advantages are the most 
obvious targets for the backlash which is already 
in progress.

White lived in Lynchburg, VA, with his 
husband until homophobia forced them to 
move.  When people in Lynchburg, home of 
Jerry Falwell’s Liberty 
University, see the Ellen 
Degeneres show or 
watch Queen Latifa lead 
a gay pride march on 
television, they see “the 
enemy,” and they see that 
it is growing stronger.  
This scares them.  When 
the president himself 
endorses same-sex 
marriage, imagine their alarm.  “‘By the time Gary 
and I moved away from Lynchburg, a majority 
of Virginians seemed to be turning against gay 
people,’ White said. ‘They passed a constitutional 
amendment against marriage equality and new 
laws saying we cannot adopt [children] or provide 
foster care. More than half the people of Virginia 
seem to see us as the enemy.’”

“Homophobia Threatens” presents a bleak 
prospect for the future:

White watched as Liberty University rose to 

Queen Latifa at Long 
Beach Gay Pride Festival

dominate Lynchburg.
 “Liberty University is funded by 
fundamentalist billionaires, like the man who 
owns Hobby Lobby, like Chick-fi l-A and the 
fundamentalist author who wrote these terrible 
books, the ‘Left Behind’ series, Tim LaHaye,” 
White said. “These guys are giving tens of millions 
of dollars to institutions such as Liberty. They see 
the Liberty Universities of the world as the Koch 
brothers do, as the bastions of training for the new 
Americans. They are brainwashing young people 
whom [sic] they hope will guide us away from the 
precipice of liberalism.”
 Liberty is one of the fastest-growing 
universities in America. It has 50,000 students, on 
campus or taking degrees through online courses. 
The university built a 24-hour, all-seasons ski 
resort, the fi rst in the nation. It has an Olympic-
size pool and an Olympic-style ice rink. It has an 
accredited law school. Its debate team often beats 
major Ivy League teams. It is putting in a medical 
school. This is also a university that teaches that 
the oldest fossils date from only 6,000 years 
ago. It produces Ph.D.s who believe exclusively 
in creationism, reject evolution, and deny that 
global warming exists. And it is a university that 
is openly hostile to gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and 
those who are transgender.

Disney for Gays
Gay Day at Disney’s Animal Kingdom Park 

on Thursday (May 31), Gay Day at Disney’s 
Hollywood Studios on Friday (June 1), Gay 
Day at the Magic 
Kingdom on 
Saturday (June 
2), and Gay 
Day at Epcot on 
Sunday (June 
3).  (Information, 
including picture, 
supplied by Charlie 
Butts of the 
strenuously anti-
gay OneNewsNow, 
5/29/2012 3:45:00 
a.m.)
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Keaton Fuller Gets His 
Moment on Stage

The Eychaner Foundation awarded the 
Matthew Shepard Scholarship to Keaton Fuller 
at Prince of Peace College Preparatory School 
in Clinton, Iowa, but the school, considering 
it too controversial, initially declined to allow 
the presentation to be made at the graduation 
ceremony.  It took the intervention of the Most 
Rev. Martin J. Amos, Bishop of Davenport to 
negotiate an agreement whereby this young 
scholar could receive public recognition of his 
accomplishment at his graduation ceremony in the 
presence of his peers and family.

Homophobia
= Self-Loathing?

In the early ’70s, I attended a meeting of the 
AAUP and heard the following question:  “But 
suppose that there is someone whose presence is 
simply toxic —say he smells bad—wouldn’t it be 
possible to terminate him on that account?”  The 
answer was a definite “no”—unless he didn’t have 
tenure or had committed a punishable offense.  
Later I learned that both the intended victim of 
this attack and the department chair who had 
asked the question were frequent visitors to public 
sex environments.  I was not surprised since I had 
already learned from my own experience that the 
expression of homophobic sentiments can be an 
externalization of an interior campaign against 

same-sex longing or a form of camouflage.  Freud 
called it “reaction formation,” and the news has 
lately produced lots of examples of homophobes 
caught in compromising situations.

Now there is empirical evidence that this 
theory is accurate.  The experiments, discussed 
by Chloé Poizat in “Homophobic? Maybe You’re 
Gay” (http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/29/opinion/sunday/

homophobic-maybe-youre-gay.html), consisted of exposing 
subjects to images of same-sex couples, opposite-
sex couples, and words like “gay” and “straight.”  
Before each came a 35-millisecond flash of 
the word “me” or “other.”  The subjects were 
asked to sort the images out as “homosexual” 
or “heterosexual” as quickly as possible.  The 
time it took to do this sorting was recorded, and 
the subjects self-identifying as straight tended 
to divide into two groups, one (about 20% of 
the whole) taking substantially longer to do the 
sorting and also favoring harsher policies and 
penalties for same-sex behavior.  The article does 
not actually say that the other 80% of the self-
identified straights performed at a rate equalling 
that of the self-identified gays or that the latter did 
not divide clearly into two strata, but that seems 
to be the implication.  The explanation of the data 
is that subjects who favor punitive treatment of 
homosexual behavior suffer from an inner conflict 
in dissociating themselves from the behavior they 
condemn.

Don’t Be a Victim
Three ugly tricks played by criminals on 

motorists have come to my attention.  Be aware, 
and don’t fall for them.

1. An abandoned car seat with what appears to 
be a baby in it will be seen by the side of the 
highway, usually near a wooded area.  Men 
hide until someone stops to investigate, who is 
then overpowered and dragged into the woods.  
After that, use your imagination.

2. A mixture of eggs and water is thrown on the 
windshield of a passing car.  The driver reflex-
ively turns on the wipers, which completely 
obscures the windshield.  When the car stops, 
. . .

3. An unmarked car with a light on the roof and 
a siren pursues you in an effort to make you 
pull over.  Don’t.  Instead, call 211 on your cell 
phone.  This connects you to the state patrol 
office.  Give your location and describe the 
situation, explaining that you will not stop for 
an unmarked car.  The office will check to see 
if any such vehicles are in your area and, if 
not, will send properly marked police cars to 
apprehend whoever is following you.
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Inscrutable Billionaire 
Vexes Fans

OneMillionMoms (whose membership, 
according to Bill Berkowitz, is some 960,000 
short of a million), warns that “The April 2012 
catalog from Urban Outfitters has begun arriving 
in home mailboxes the last couple of days.  On 
page two of this catalog is a picture of two women 
kissing in a face holding embrace!  The ad and 
catalog are clearly geared toward teenagers.”  
OneMillionMoms advises parents to cancel their 
subscription as a political statement and then (as 
a practical follow-up) to destroy the catalogue as 
soon as it arrives, before the offending image can 
reach the retinas of their tender teens.

The billionaire owner of Urban Outfitters, 
Richard Hayne, has declined to express his 
opinion of homosexuality but did contribute 
to Rick Santorum’s presidential campaign and 
in 2008 pulled from the shelves a same-sex 
marriage T-shirts that his company had previously 
supplied.  The Advocate reports several previous 
ventures by Hayne into politically incorrect but 
lucrative territory:  “In 2003, Urban began selling 
‘Everyone Loves a Jewish Girl’ shirts, which 
had dollar signs surrounding the text.  In 2006, 
Philadelphia stores featured handgun Christmas 
decorations, even though the city suffered over 
300 gun-related murders that year” (Quoted in 
Berkowitz’s “Christian Right, Targeting Gay Kiss, 
Is at It Again,” BuzzFlash on 04/19/2012, 8:26 
a.m.).

United in Anger:
ACT-UP

Sarah Schulman and Jim Hubbard’s film 
United in Anger, developed from the ACT UP 
Oral History Project, powerfully evokes the early 
days of the ACT UP movement, whose name is an 
acronym for AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power.

Melissa Gira Grant says, “What cannot be 

ignored, in this film or in our attempts to make 
sense of the early years of the epidemic, is the 
power of people to organize in the face of death, 
to claim expertise, to lead.  As the gatekeepers 
in medicine and government struggled to catch 
up with the virus, ACT UP took caring for their 
communities into their own hands and took their 
fight to the doors of those in power.  Through 
United in Anger, we meet activists who worked to 
redefine AIDS, to take account of their lives and 
what could be done to preserve them, and to hold 
those who abandoned them to death accountable.  
‘In my view as a witness, people did not die of 
AIDS,’ Shulman said in a recent interview. ‘They 
died of government neglect and indifference. 
These are political deaths’” (“ACT UP Is at It 
Again,” Thursday, 26 April 2012 15:13, TruthOut 
News).

Civil Rights Protections 
Face Fierce Opposition

Anchorage, Alaska, was expected to pass 
protections for GLBT persons, with the rest of the 
state following suit, but despite heavy funding the 
measure failed. “Proposition 5, which would have 
added ‘sexual orientation’ and ‘gender identity’ 
to the city’s [non-discrimination] code, was 
defeated by a margin of 58-41 percent,” chortles 
Charlie Butts of OneNewsNow (“‘Natural family’ 
prevails in Anchorage,” 4/12/2012 a.m.).

The next battleground will be Lawrence, 
Hutchinson, Salina, Wichita, and Pittsburg, 
Kansas (Charlie Butts,“Protected classes in 
Kansas,” OneNewsNow, 4/27/2012 3:55:00 a.m.).

CA Protections
—http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_—http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_—

id=201120120SB1172

CA Senate Bill 1172 would forbid “mental 
health providers” from recommending reparative 
therapy for gay clients under the age of 18.
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home in Ethiopia.  “If 
I go back home, they 
arrest me,” he says. “I 
don’t have the right to 
go back home.”

Kelto points out 
that affairs are still 
worse in Nigeria, 
which “recently 
banned same-sex 
marriages and 
made it illegal to 
work with LGBT 
groups—a move that 
could hamper AIDS 
prevention efforts.”

In all, 37 of Africa’s 52 countries have laws 
outlawing homosexual behavior, and even in 
South Africa, whose laws protect gay rights, 
persecution is very common.

Yet he adds that the minister of justice 
in Rwanda spoke against proposed anti-gay 
legislation and that Uganda (while by no means 
soft on gays) has at least “removed the death 
penalty from a proposed anti-gay bill.”  Graeme 
Reid, the director of the LGBT Rights Program for 
Human Rights Watch in New York, Kelto’s source 
for the foregoing information, says, “Kenya, with 
its new constitution, is more open to protecting 
human rights.  Botswana is open to new dialogue 
and discussion.”  In the UN, Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon has spoken encouragingly to LGBT 
persons around the world, and South Africa has 
introduced legislation intended to force member 
nations to protect gay rights.

For The First Time, 
Mr. Gay World Crowned 

In Africa
Anders Kelto, as heard on All Things 

Considered, c. 7:00 p.m., 4/9/12, reports that Considered, c. 7:00 p.m., 4/9/12, reports that Considered
even though the Mr. Gay World contest this year 
included only two black African men, and even 
though it was Andreas Derleth of New Zealand 
who won, the fact that it was held in Africa and 
that there were any black African contestants 
marked the beginning of what may be a shift in 
attitude in the dark continent.

One of the organizers of this event, Coenie 
Kukkuk of South Africa, explains its purpose:  
“This is not a beauty 
pageant.  It is a 
search for an LGBTI 
[lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, intersex] 
representative and an 
ambassador. There’s 
no age limit; they have 
to do written tests and 
have knowledge —even 
in part of the sports 
challenge today, the 
clues were questions 
about LGBTI history 
and LGBTI rights.”

Wendelinus 
Hamutenya, a 
midwife who was one of the two black 
African contestants, was placed in a mental 
institution by his parents when, as a teenager, 
he told them he was gay.  Anders Kelto 
adds, however, that, “eventually, his family 
members decided to accept him, and they 
gave him full support for his participation in 
the competition.”

On the other hand, the other black 
African contestant, graduate student Robel 
Hailu, has never told his family and friends 
of his orientation and fears to return to his Photo by Denis Farrell/AP

Wendelinus Hamutenya, 
23, of Namibi

Photo by Alexander Joe/
AFP/Getty Images

Robel Hailu of Ethiopia
Photo by Denis Farrell/AP
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From J. C. Penney’s
 June Catalogue

Text: “First Pals—What makes Dad so cool? 
He’s the swim coach, tent maker, best friend, 
bike fixer and 
hug giver—all 
rolled into one. 
Or two. Real-
life dads Todd 
Koch and Cooper 
Smith with their 
children Claire 
and Mason.”

Comics for Our Time
Marvel’s X-Men hero Northstar marries his 

partner, Kyle Jinadu, in “Astonishing X-Men” 
No. 52, due out 
June 20. Likewise, 
DC Comics has 
announced that the 
Green Lantern is 
gay.  Monica Cole 
of One Million 
Moms laments that the comics clearly aim at 

indoctrinating children, and, she 
adds with horror, “They’re being 
successful at it” (quoted by Bill 
Bumpas, http://www.onenewsnow.com/

Culture/Default.aspx?id=1607554).
Archie Comics has quite a 

different audience but one that 
evidently includes enough LGBT 
members to make Kevin Keller, 
the new gay resident in Archie’s 

comic book hometown of Riverdale, a pretty 
popular guy.  Bill Berkovitz quotes Brian Truitt 
of USA Today to the effect that Kevin has “proved 
so popular that not only is he coming back to 
hang with Archie and the gang in issue 205....
but he’s getting his own Kevin Keller ongoing 
series beginning in June.”  Now Kevin has been 
married—to a guy!

Although the American Family Association 
has petitioned Toys “R” Us not to stock the comic 
book, it appears to be too late, for the issue has 
sold out, with used copies selling for ten times 
their original price.

According to Berkowitz, “Archie Comics 
co-chief executive John Goldwater said that the 
company ‘stands by’ the new issue. ‘Riverdale 
is a safe, welcoming place that does not judge 
anyone. It’s an idealized version of America that 
will hopefully become reality someday,’ he said.

‘We’re sorry the American Family 
Association/OneMillionMoms.com feels so 
negatively about our product, but they have every 
right to their opinion, just like we have the right 

Star Wars Game Scandal-
izes Family Association

BioWare, maker of “Star Wars: The Old 
Republic,” announced that at some point 
in the post-launch, the game will include 
some homosexual characters (Bill Bumpas, 
OneNewsNow, 3/8/2012 3:55:00 AM).

David Caton, executive director of the 
Florida Family Association, claiming that this 
decision reverses an earlier determination more 
in keeping with their aim “to ensure political 
neutrality and equality,” blames this reversal 
on a threat by a “handful” of LGBT activists to 
boycott the product.  “We’re very, very obviously 
concerned,” says he, “about adding homosexual 
content to video games to a captured audience of 
hundreds of thousands of children who otherwise 
would not ever see this type of material.”

Dream on, Dave.

to stand by ours. Kevin Keller will forever be a 
part of Riverdale, and he will live a happy, long 
life free of prejudice, hate, and narrow-minded 
people’” (“Archie Comics Defies Religious 
Extremists and Celebrates Gay Marriage,” http://blog.

buzzflash.com/node/13387, 3/21/12).
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The Weight 
By William Rivers Pitt, Truthout | Op-Ed 

Wednesday, 25 April 2012, http://truth-out.org/opinion/item/8711-
the-weight

I pulled into Nazareth,
Feelin’ ‘bout half-past dead,
Just need to fi nd a place,
Where I can lay my head.
“Mister, can you tell me
Where a man might fi nd a bed?”
He just grinned and shook my hand,
“No,” was all he said...

—The Band

It is brutally hard to be a Christian in America 
these days.  Yeah, I said it.  It’s true.

I’m a Christian.  I was born and baptized, and 
then given First Confession and First Communion 
wearing my little white suit with the little gold 
buckles on my little white shoes.  I learned the 
Bible at my grandmother’s knee—her way of 
teaching me to read—and went out into the world 
thinking do-unto-others-as-you-would-have-them-
do-unto-you and that-which-you-do-to-the-least-
of-my-brothers-you-do-unto-me was the proper 
way of things.

In Bible study, I remember being impressed 
by a specific command from Jesus from Matthew 
6:5—not a request, not a suggestion, not a hint, 
but a flat-out command:  “Whenever you pray, do 
not be like the hypocrites, because they love to 
pray while standing in synagogues and on street 
corners so that people can see them.  Truly I say 
to you, they have their reward.  But whenever you 
pray, go into your room, close the door, and pray 
to your Father in secret.  And your Father, who 
sees in secret, will reward you.”

And my Father, who sees in secret, will 
reward me.  Well, thanks a lot, Dad, for rewarding 
me with this hideous, necrotic 21st-century 
version of Christianity . . . you know, the version 
that has little if anything to do with what You 
tried to tell us in those four friendly books at 
the beginning of the New Testament.  Do Unto 
Others has been replaced with Do Others In The 
Throat, and as for prayer in secret so as not to be a 

hypocrite, well . . . have you seen CNN and Fox 
lately?  They’re praying all over the place, all the 
time, around the clock . . .  but for war, death, 
punishment, and the castigation and flagellation 
of anyone who dares to, as you said in John 
13:34, “Love one another, as I have loved you.”

Yup, I’m talking about the 
“hommasexchulls” among us, the ones deprived 
of The Light of American Jesus because of their 
sinful, sodomic ways.  I can quote Exodus and 
Leviticus at you until your eyes bleed, two books 
that are wildly popular with this country’s curious 
breed of Jesus-shouter . . . except Jesus came 
along to make sure four new books got written, 
right, the ones with all the loving lessons I 
learned at my grandmother’s knee, right?  

Those were the stories I was raised with.  
Maybe I missed a chapter.

 Long-time Truthout readers know that I 
am a survivor of bullying.  Well, it turns out 
that some of the stars of modern American 
Christianity have gathered their forces to blunt 
any state or local push to stop bullying in schools.  
Some of these festering, pestiferous frauds have 
even gone so far as to craft a prayer to God, so 
that He will intercede on their behalf to thwart 
laws that would keep LGBTQI kids from being 
harried to such an extreme degree that they 
commit suicide rather than face another day in the 
warm bath of American Christianity.  Those kids 
kill themselves all the time nowadays, thanks to 
the endless and barbaric harassment they endure 
from Christians . . . just as Jesus intended?

Um . . .
The prayer:  May God help us to not to 

“bully” anyone, but to graciously yet urgently 
speak the truth in love to young people who are 
hurting themselves with the “LGBT” lifestyle.  
May believers across America not be “bullied” 
by our government’s efforts to promote harmful 
and sinful sexual practices among our youth and 
instead determine to stand courageously against 
these misguided efforts which can only lead to 
God’s judgment!

My favorite part of that is the way they 
put “bully” in quotation marks, as if crucifying 
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Matthew Shepard on a fence in Wyoming was 
only kinda-sorta “bullying,” instead of flat-out 
assault and murder.  According to those who 
crafted that abomination of a prayer, Shepard’s 
killers were just American Christians attempting 
to save a soul . . . oh, and the exclamation point 
after “God’s judgment” at the end of that so-called 
prayer is just a nudge in the . . . um . . . proper 
direction.  Direction?  I should have said Way.

It is brutally hard to be a Christian in America 
these days.  Some of us Christians take that bit 
about doing unto the least of us deeply, deeply 
seriously.  Some of us Christians think that it 
is wrong, sinful, and in fact a brazen form of 
Apartheid to deny certain Americans the rights 
enjoyed by other Americans based upon who they 
love.  Mostly, some of us think Christianity in 
America has gone barking-mad insane.

I am a Christian.  I make no apologies for 
it.  I’m not sure if I believe that Jesus turned that 
water into wine, or if He raised up Lazarus, or 
even if He rose from the dead.  That all sounds 
like a lot of magic nonsense from two thousand 
years ago when you think about it, which is why 
they call it The Mystery of Faith.

But I believe that I am my brother’s keeper, 
that I should worship without bragging about it, 
that the poor will God-damned-right inherit the 
Earth, and that what you do to the least of my 
brothers and sisters, you do unto me.  I believe 
that the first four books of the New Testament are 
a wonderful blueprint for being a decent person on 
this planet, and that’s what I live by, as best I can.

I am an American Christian, and it is a burden 
to bear.  Now, if you’ll excuse me, I’m off to drink 
some new wine, hang out with a familiar whore, 
and listen to the dead.

Amen.

Persecution Is Not a Right
—Vincent Warren, http://truth-out.org/news/item/9120-persecu-

tion-is-not-a-right, May 17,2012

“War is peace,” “freedom is slavery,” 
“ignorance is strength.” Thanks to the religious 
right, we can update these examples from 1984’s 

doublespeak to include the idea in 2012 that 
persecution is liberty. Religious liberty, to be 
exact, and nowhere is this claim more viciously—
and absurdly—manifested than in the insistence 
by some U.S. Christians that they are being 
oppressed when others try to keep them from 
bullying, discriminating against, and sometimes 
literally hounding lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people to death. It is an 
astonishing claim in a nation where 85 percent 
of LGBT students report being verbally harassed 
and 40 percent report being physically harassed. 
Saying or doing anything to stem this epidemic, 
we are told, infringes on religious liberty.

The most recent incarnation of this argument 
has been in the uproar over Dan Savage’s 
(colorful, but factually unassailable) remarks on 
the highly selective use of the Bible to justify anti-
gay bigotry, in response to which commentators 
have called the founder of the anti-bullying 
“It Gets Better” project a bully. But the cry of 
“religious liberty!” has been getting louder for 
some time now. It is the go-to argument used by 
the right to object to anything it doesn’t like—
from access to contraception to anti-bullying 
legislation. It’s an attempt to silence discussion, to 
define issues as outside the acceptable boundaries 
of debate and put them beyond the reach of 
ordinary democratic politics.

The most shocking expression of this 
argument, though, comes from Scott Lively, the 
U.S. evangelical who has called the gay rights 
movement “an evil institution” that is spreading 
pornography, promiscuity, and child molestation, 
and has traveled the world to export his solutions 
to this menace to any legislature that will listen. 
He has spent the last decade whipping up anti-
gay hate in Uganda—and is now complaining 
that he has been unfairly targeted by Uganda’s 
beleaguered LGBT minority because they filed 
a lawsuit against him in March for his efforts to 
further strip away their rights. In a newsletter to 
supporters defending his actions in Uganda, he 
expresses outrage over the “lengths” that Sexual 
Minorities of Uganda (SMUG) and the Center for 
Constitutional Rights (CCR) would go “to punish 
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one minor American pastor.”

Lively belittles the suit—brought under 
the Alien Tort Statute, which allows foreigners 
to bring claims about crimes against humanity 
in a U.S. court  —as based on little more than 
“a tiny handful of relatively minor incidents 
of ‘persecution’”—surely another phrase that 
deserves to be added to the Orwellian lexicon. 
Amazingly enough, he enumerates some of these 
“relatively minor incidents” himself: the murder 
of SMUG leader David Kato in 2011, the breakup 
by police of a gay rights conference in 2012, the 
2008 arrest of three AIDS activists, the case of a 
transperson who was sexually abused by police in 
2005, the shutdown of a radio station, the outing 
of Ugandan LGBT activists in newspapers (one of 
which ran their pictures under the heading “Hang 
Them”).

Lively is the man who—literally—wrote the 
book on how to deprive LGBT people of their 
rights. Redeeming the Rainbow is a how-to guide 
on demonizing and criminalizing LGBT people, 
and in Uganda, he has been a driving force of the 
campaign to systematically outlaw LGBT people’s 
ability not only to love, but to meet and advocate 
to defend themselves. He has, furthermore, 
whipped up hatred against them that results in 
state repression as well as extra-legal violence. 
That is the very definition of persecution under 
international law.

Which is precisely why SMUG has gone to 
court to hold Lively accountable for his actions. 
Every day that Lively and his willing accomplices 
in Uganda continue to stoke the fires of anti-gay 
hatred increases the risk of greater repression and 
violence and the potential for large-scale atrocity.

But in the universe of the Christian right—the 
same crowd that fought in 2011 to include an 
exemption from Michigan’s anti-bullying law for 
people with “a sincerely held religious belief”—
it’s Lively, the “minor American pastor,” who is 
the victim here.

The truth is that religious liberty is the 
freedom to practice your religion, not a license 
to oppress others. Persecution is not a right. It’s a 
crime.

CA’s First Openly Gay 
Federal Judge

Michael Fitzgerald, a Los Angeles attorney, 
is the first openly gay federal judge in California.  
New York’s Judge Deborah Batts, a Clinton 
appointee, is the only other openly gay federal 
judge in the country, according to Becky Yeh (“The 
President’s Pro- ‘Gay’ Political 
Correctness,” OneNewsNow, 
3/20/2012, 4:05:00 a.m.).  
“Fitzgerald is a graduate of UC 
Berkeley Law School who has 
served as a federal prosecutor in 
Los Angeles.  The U.S. Senate 
confirmed his new position by a 
vote of 91-6....”

Coming Out Is Dangerous
(See http://www.onenewsnow.com/Church/Default.

aspx?id=1558342)

When Barbara Johnson introduced her 
female partner as her “lover” at her mother’s 
funeral on February 25, she disqualified herself 
to receive communion from the officiating priest, 
who has since been suspended by the Archdiocese 
of Washington.

Some  Companies Whose 
Terms of Service Ban 
Class-Action Lawsuits

AT&T
Sprint
Verizon
Time-Warner
PNC
Citibank
Sony
Dell
Starbucks
Discover

Amazon
Barnes & Noble
Macy’s 
Yahoo
Discover
PepBoys
Gateway Computers
Chase
T-Mobile
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LGBT Obama Super PAC
—Becky Yeh, “No surprise—LGBT super PAC for Obama,” 

OneNewsNow California, 4/12/2012 3:50:00 a.m.

. . . The San Francisco Chronicle reports 
that Pride-LGBT, a newly formed San Francisco-
based super PAC, will seek to reach the [LGBT] 
community through social media platforms on 
behalf of Obama. . . . The group wants to increase 
voter registration and grass roots efforts, and it 
hopes to raise $1 million by June.

PRIDE Festival
Volunteers Needed

—Marguerite Felice

Volunteers are needed to staff table at the 
Pride Festival on Saturday, June 30, from 12 to 
9 in downtown Youngstown: 3-HOUR SHIFTS. 
This year we are participating in the “Care with 
Pride” campaign.  We will be distributing the 
“Safe Schools Action Pack” book on cultivating 
respect for all children.  The book contains 
coupons from J&J.  For each coupon used $1 goes 
to PFLAG.  For our participation, Youngstown 
PFLAG receives $500 (Please see the Care with 
Pride campaign article on p. 1).

All interested in getting involved in this, 
please attend the PFLAG meeting on Tuesday, 
June 12, at 6:30 p.m.  We will review the 
materials, which are being shipped to us as you 
read this.  If you cannot attend, please call or 
email me and I will be happy to discuss the event 
with you.  It’s a great way to get involved and 
meet others in the community.

Mfelice43058@live.com or 330-782-9554.

Spanish Heritage Festival
We are also looking for volunteers to 

staff a table at the Spanish Heritage Festival in 
downtown Youngstown August 18 & 19, noon-8. 
We will distribute the Safe Schools Action Packs 
there as well. 

Cocoa Mocha Suspended
The Welcoming Congregation of the 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Youngstown 
is suspending the Cocoa Mocha Youth Group 
because of low attendance by the target audience, 
LGBT youth and their allies.  Attendance 
has steadily declined since our September 
opening event on HIV/AIDS with Lynn Duffey.  
Attendance by youth at our Dreams of Hope 
Theater Group  event was lower than expected.  

The Welcoming Committee has decided to 
concentrate on  developing a worship service for 
National Coming Out Week and hosting speakers 
and workshops, some of which may target youth. 
For any questions you can contact Marguerite 
(mfelice43058@live.com) or Diana Shaheen 
through the church (330-746-3067).

Starbucks Supports
Same-Sex Marriage

With smoldering rage, OneNewsNow 
(http://www.onenewsnow.com/Culture/Default.aspx?id=1562230, 

March 23, 2012 ) reports that at a stock-holders’ 
meeting on March 21, Starbucks CEO Howard 
Schultz responded to criticism of the company’s 
endorsement of same-sex marriage by declaring 
that this position “is right for our company.”  
He explained that “since we made that decision 
there has not been any dilution whatsoever in our 
business.”  However, the National Organization 
for Marriage has announced a “Dump Starbucks” 
campaign.
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Submissions
The Youngstown Area PFLAG 

Rag needs your input.  There are Rag needs your input.  There are Rag
four annual issues, having the 
following deadlines: March 1, 
June 1, September 1, December 
1.  Send submissions (including 
pictures) to tcopeland@neo.rr.com or 
to the PFLAG mailbox at this postal 
address:

Youngstown Area PFLAG
313 N. Belle Vista Ave.
Youngstown, OH  44509

Disclaimer
The views expressed in these pages are not necessarily 

those of the executive board, editor, or chapter.

Calendar
T 6/12:  PFLAG support meeting, St. John’s Episcopal Church basement, 323 Wick Avenue 

Youngstown, Ohio, 6:30
Sat. 6/16: The Erie Pride Picnic will be held at Presque Isle State Park at the Rotary Pavilion. This 

year, it is being organized by NW PA Pride Alliance, Inc. and will be held the THIRD Saturday 
in June (June 16), from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.  (http://www.eriegaynews.com/news/article.php?recordid=201202pridepicnicp

romo).  Please note that another web page of Erie Gay News (possibly earlier and defunct) con-
flicts with this announcement, listing the event as scheduled for August 25: http://www.eriegaynews.

com/news/article.php?recordid=201202rallypromo.

Sat 6/23: The Annual Cleveland Pride Festival takes place on Saturday from noon until 8 p.m., at 
Voinovich Bicentennial Park (north end of E. 9th St.), preceded by a parade which leaves from 
West 3rd Street and West St. Clair Avenue, heads north on 3rd, east on Lakeside Avenue East, 
and then north on East 9th Street past the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame to festival at Voinovich 
Park.

Sun. 6/24: Political Awareness Day, 5 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at the Mineshaft, 1105 Poland Ave (South).
F 6/29: Reception by the Democratic Party from 1:00 to 6:00 at Party headquarters on Friday, June 

29, with a $5.00 cover charge
Sat. 6/30: Youngstown Pride Parade from Woodland Ave., over the Market Street bridge to Federal 

Plaza for the Festival, commencing at noon
Sun., 7/1: Picnic at B&O Station, $1.00 cover, 1:00-6:00.  Bring your own picnic lunch.  There will 

be no vendors, no beer, no restaurant services.
T 7/10: PFLAG support meeting, St. John’s Episcopal Church basement, 323 Wick Avenue 

Youngstown, Ohio, 6:30
8/18-19: Spanish Heritage Festival, E. Federal between Market & Walnut, Saturday noon-mid-

night, Sun. noon-8:00 p.m.
T 8/14: PFLAG support meeting, St. John’s Episcopal Church basement, 323 Wick Avenue 

Youngstown, Ohio, 6:30
8/14-18: QAMP! (see below)

QAMP!
Summer Arts Camp
August 14-18, 2012

A safe, fun, camp experience, QAMP! is open to ALL queer 
youth, children of LGBTQ parents, and friends of LGBTQ youth 
ages 13-17.  No one will be turned away for financial need!  
Registration open now; forms are attached and on line at http://
www.dreamsofhope.org/camp.


