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Care with Pride: A Letter from National PFLAG
Dear Chapter Leaders,

PFLAG is proud to announce the Care with PRIDE™ campaign, an educational, awareness, 
and media campaign on the harm of bullying, violence, and discrimination for all students—
LGBT and otherwise. This first-of-its-kind initiative—in partnership with the Johnson & Johnson 
Family of Companies and Walgreen’s Family of Companies—will raise awareness about 
bullying, and elevate the important work that PFLAG and its hundreds of chapters are doing in 
communities all over the country, forming partnerships to expand the circle of support to make 
schools safe for all children.

You save, they give. For more than 65.00 worth of coupons, learn more about the initiative 
and join the fight against bullying please visit www.carewithpride.com.

To learn more about PFLAG’s Cultivating Respect Safe Schools for All initiative, and the 
work being done by chapters in local communities, please visit www.pflag.org/safeschools.

Vote!
Remember to vote on 

November 6.  If you cannot do 
so, you can vote early at the 
Board of Elections, 2801 Market 
Street, or request an absentee 
ballot.

Our tax-exempt status 
as a 501(c)(3) organization 
prevents PFLAG from endorsing 
candidates, but we do urge you 
to learn the candidates’ positions 
on LGBT issues as well as the 
party platforms so that you can 
cast an educated vote.
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PFLAG Summer Activity
—Marguerite Felice

We had a great time at the Pride Festival.  
We marched in the parade and passed out lots of 
“Care with Pride” coupon books from Walgreens/ 
J&J campaign.  In August we also passed out 
literature and coupon books at the Spanish 
Heritage Festival in downtown Youngstown.  
Thanks to all the volunteers and board members 
who staffed the tables.

Liam Grice spoke in July on Transgender 
issues and enlightened us to the complexities and 
struggles transgender people face.

Unfortunately Marc Adams fell ill and was 
unable to fufill his speaking engagement in 
August. Hard to believe it’s back to the schools 
already. 

Coming-Out Week
—Marguerite Felice

Coming-Out Week
—Marguerite Felice

Coming-Out Week

On  Sunday October 14 at 11 a.m., The First 
Unitarian Universalist Church’s Welcoming 

Committee and friends will lead the 
worship on “Coming Out as an Ally.”  
Marguerite, Roger, Diana, Liam, and 
Lynn are planning an interesting service.  
Plan to attend.  All welcome. Bring a 
friend.  The “UU” is located on the corner 
of Elm and Illinois, across from Wick 
Park.

Someone familiar with PFLAG is 
needed to speak  help with a speaking 
engagement to the congregants of  St. 
John’s Episcopal.  The talk is slated for 
October, date TBA.

 If you can help out or are interested 
in doing speaking  engagements in the 
schools, churches, or community, please 
contact Marguerite (mfelice43058@live.

com or Youngstownpflag@aol.com).

Youngstown PFLAG Is on 
Facebook—Finally!!

—Marguerite Felice
Thanks to Bob, who told me about a 

community giving opportunity, which required 
Facebook . Despite  my pitiful lack of social 
media savvy,I  started  our page. We did not get 
organized enough to compete for the big bucks but 
maybe next year.  A big thank you to my son Jonta 
for his advice and assistance. 

 Like us @ Youngstown pflag@aol.com
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Great Lakes
Regional Conference

—Molly Toth
Regional Conference

—Molly Toth
Regional Conference

I had the pleasure of spending a weekend in 
the beautiful city of Cleveland in early September 
for PFLAG’s Great Lakes Regional Conference.  
Bringing together more than 70 representatives 
from PFLAG chapters throughout the Great Lakes 
area, the conference offerings were as diverse as 
the participants themselves, covering methods for 
advancing PFLAG’s mission in communities of 
faith, the 2014 Gay Games which Cleveland and 
Akron are so fortunate to host, and transgender 
health. 

Saturday began with an engaging presentation 
led by Jean-Marie Navetta, Director of Equality 
Partnerships, who rolled out a new initiative from 
PFLAG’s Straight for Equality. This endeavor, 
Straight for Equality for Faith, seeks to build on 
the progress that has been made in recent years 
where faith communities are concerned; more and 
more churches are “coming out” for tolerance and 
equality.  It’s time that we check our assumptions 
at the door and initiate conversations in our own 
communities of faith.  The materials that can help 
initiate these conversations can be found online at 
http://www.straightforequality.org/Faith.

Ann L. Hanson, the Minister of Sexuality 
Education and Justice with the United Church 
of Christ, led a breakout session on Our 
Whole Lives, the sexuality education program 
developed and implemented by the UCC and the 
Unitarian Universalist Association.  This unique, 
comprehensive program looks at sex as one part 
of a whole being, linked to and inseparable from 
one’s gender identity, expression, and orientation.  
This program is being used in communities 
around the world, and its message of inclusion 
and acceptance is resonating with young LGBT 
people.  

Saturday’s “Lunch and Learn” discussion 
was facilitated by Dr. Jes Sellers, a professor of 
psychology at Case Western Reserve University 
and a longtime member of Cleveland PFLAG.  

The discussion focused on LGBT terminology 
at the intersections of race, class, and age.  We 
discussed the evolution of terms like “queer” 
from the perspectives of multiple generations, 
and learned new terminology, like “cisgender” 
that are constantly evolving as understandings 
of gender change.  We were also given a list of 
more than one hundred different terms related to 
sex, sexuality, orientation, and gender expression 
and identity, compiled by the Trans and Queer 
Wellness Initiative (available online at http://www.
transqueerwellness.org/terms).

In the afternoon the discussion turned 
political as representatives from Illinois, 
Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio LGBT equality 
organizations addressed the coming elections 
and what they mean for progress for LGBT 
people state by state.  Kim Welter of Equality 
Ohio mentioned her organization’s support 
for the Voters First initiative that would bring 
reform to the redistricting process in Ohio, thus 
increasing the likelihood of electing pro-equality 
politicians.  Marriage equality has been put on 
hold temporarily as people on the ground work 
to increase its favorability among voters across 
the state, but the presence of LGBT issues in the 
state legislature is still strong: equal housing and 
employment, the expansion of anti-bullying laws 
to include gender identity and sexual orientation, 
and hospital visitation and HUD housing reform 
are all in the offing.

The conversation remained political the 
following morning, when Cleveland City 
Councilmember Dale Miller and Cuyahoga 
County Councilmember Joe Cimperman joined 
us to discuss efforts by the county and city to 
establish protections for its LGBT population—
efforts, Cimperman said, that were largely a 
response to inaction at the state level.  Cleveland 
successfully passed domestic partner benefits, 
which Miller noted is a step in the right direction 
but not the end goal of the city council.  Cuyahoga 
County in recent years has implemented a 
domestic partner registry that has proved critical 
to many people as it grants next-of-kin status to 
partners. Both councilmembers said that support 
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has been overwhelming for their legislation and 
has easily drowned out criticism but that having 
benefits and a registry is not enough and that more 
people need to be vocal if progress is to continue. 

The conference wrapped up early Sunday 
afternoon with a panel presentation on transgender 
health and resources.  Dr. Henry Ng, the director 
of the MetroHealth Pride Clinic, did an excellent 
presentation that included case studies illustrating 
how the treatment of transgender patients requires 
sensitivity that permeates their entire experience, 
from the waiting room (using a preferred name 
rather than a legal name to refer to a patient, 
for example) to the examining room (using the 
right pronouns and building trust). He gave a 
brief history of the medical study of transgender 
individuals, noting that the field is rapidly moving 
towards a culture of affirming a patient’s identity, 
as opposed to the older model that understood 
transgender identity as inherently disordered.  

Dr. Daniel Medalie of MetroHealth, a 
longtime plastic surgeon who came to specialize 
in the treatment of transgender patients, discussed 
the various methods of obtaining surgeries and 
the identity-affirming power that these surgeries 
can have.  Dr. Medalie has become a nationally 
known source for transgender individuals seeking 
reductive and reconstructive surgery, and he, like 
Dr. Ng, attributes the success of 
his practice to the fact that he and 
his staff are sensitive and actively 
work to create an inclusive 
atmosphere.  Both doctors 
lamented the high uninsured rate 
among LGBT people, stating that 
cost and lack of insurance are 
two barriers among a multitude 
of others including caregiver 
bias and “coming out” fears that 
prevent LGBT patients from 
seeking regular medical care. 

The PFLAG Regional 
Conference brought together a 
diverse crowd—we came from different states, 
with vastly different backgrounds, facing different 
struggles in our communities.  But we all arrived 

with open minds and a desire to bring change 
back home when we left after our weekend 
together.  The diversity of topics covered—faith 
communities to trans health!—illustrates the 
magnitude of our movement and the number of 
ways we are making progress. It also demonstrates 
that there is a role for every ally in the PFLAG 
community, no matter where we may come from 
or how varied our interests and beliefs may be.  
We are all bonded by a desire to make positive 
change and to advance equality for those we love. 

Episcopal Church
Moves Forward

—Tom Copeland

According to Charlie Butts of OneNewsNow, 
“The House of Deputies has passed legislation 
stating that “gender identity and expression” 
would not be barriers to ordained ministry. 
Considering that and the fact that the church’s 
canons were also altered to included transsexual 
categories alongside gender, race, and sexual 
orientation as protected status, Jeff Walton 
of The Institute on Religion & Democracy tells 

OneNewsNow the already 
liberal policies within the 
Episcopal denomination 
have become more liberal.”

The Associated Press 
reports that “The Episcopal 
Church has approved a 
churchwide ceremony for 
blessing same-sex unions.  
The Episcopal General 
Convention gave final 
approval to the liturgy 
Tuesday during a meeting 
in Indianapolis. It’s the 
latest Episcopal step toward 
accepting homosexual 

relationships. The church elected the first openly 
homosexual bishop, Vicky Gene Robinson, in 
2003.”
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Proposition 8 Supreme Court Appeal
—Sunnivie Brydum, Advocate.com, 8/24/12 (http://www.advocate.com/politics/marriage-equality/2012/08/24/plaintiffs-

Proposition 8 Supreme Court Appeal
—Sunnivie Brydum, Advocate.com, 8/24/12 (http://www.advocate.com/politics/marriage-equality/2012/08/24/plaintiffs-

Proposition 8 Supreme Court Appeal
ask-supreme-court-not-hear-prop-8)

Lawyers for the gay and lesbian plaintiffs in Hollingsworth v. Perry (formerly Perry v. Brown and 
Perry v. Schwarzenegger), the federal case challenging the constitutionality of California’s Proposition 
8, today filed a brief asking the nation’s highest court not to hear the case. If the U.S. Supreme Court 
declines to hear the case, lower court rulings that found Prop. 8 unconstitutional will stand and 
marriage equality will be restored in California, possibly by the end of this year.

“The Ninth Circuit found that eliminating the ability of gay and lesbian couples to have their 
relationships designated as marriages — and relegating them to separate and unequal domestic 
partnerships — achieves nothing except the marginalization of gay and lesbian individuals and their 
relationships, and therefore cannot withstand constitutional scrutiny,” plaintiffs’ attorneys Theodore B. 
Olson and David Boies wrote in today’s brief.

Democrats Back 
Freedom to Marry 
in Platform Draft
—MasterAdri-

an’s Weblog, 
7/31/12 (http://

masteradrian.
com/2012/07/31/
democrats-back-

freedom-to-marry-
in-platform-draft/)

A draft 
of the Democratic Party platform 
includes support for allowing same-
sex couples to marry, a development 
that caps the party’s rapid evolution 
on the issue in the past few years.  
“The fact is, by every action that 
should be taken, the Democrats in 
Washington have repudiated DOMA,” 
said Rep. Barney Frank, a member 
of the platform drafting committee 
who said the vote to include support 
for marriage equality was unanimous.  
Other LGBT-related language in the 
draft rejects the Defense of Marriage 
Act and supports passage of the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act. 
(The Washington Blade, 7/30/12).

GOP Party Platform
Rejects Civil Unions for Same-

Sex Couples
—Traci G. Lee, Lean Forward, 8/21/12 

Sex Couples
—Traci G. Lee, Lean Forward, 8/21/12 

Sex Couples
(http://leanforward.msnbc.com/_

news/2012/08/21/13396863-gop-party-platform-
rejects-civil-unions-for-same-sex-couples?lite) 

The platform’s section on marriage 
was written by Family Research 
Council president Tony Perkins, who 
told BuzzFeed he was pleased with the 
outcome of his proposal, which included an attack on the 
“court-ordered redefinition of marriage”:

We oppose the Administration’s open defiance of 
this principle [of separation of powers] — in its handling 
of immigration cases, in federal personnel benefits, in 
allowing a same-sex marriage at a military base, and in 
refusing to defend DOMA in the courts.

. . . [W]e believe that marriage, the union of one man 
and one woman must be upheld as the national standard, 
a goal to stand for, encourage, and promote through laws 
governing marriage.

Mitt Romney has spoken out against same-sex marriage 
and civil unions. The official Romney-Ryan ticket vows to 
defend DOMA and to argue for a constitutional amendment 
that would define marriage as between one man and one 
woman.
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CA SB 1172
—Clarissa Filgioun, Equality California <email@eqca.org>

[On August 29], the California Assembly 
took the historic step of voting for a bill to end the 
psychological abuse of LGBT youth by licensed 
mental health professionals who falsely claim they 
can “cure” them of being gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
or transgender (LGBT). The bill, Senate Bill 1172 
by Senator Ted Lieu, 
passed by a margin of 
52-21 and will advance 
to the Governor’s desk 
within a matter of days.

[Around the 
Capitol reports the 
latest action on the 
bill thus:  “08/30/12: 
Assembly amendments 
concurred in. (Ayes 
23. Noes 13.) Ordered 
to engrossing and 
enrolling.”]

One More Group to 
Watch Out For

—http://community.pflag.org/page.aspx?pid=504

The American College of Pediatricians is 
a small splinter group of medical professionals 
who do not support the mainstream view of the 
American Academy of Pediatricians (AAP) that 

homosexuality is 
a normal aspect of 
human diversity.  
The organization 
was formed in 2002 
in opposition to 
the AAP’s support 
of adoption by 
LGBT parents.  The 
College believes 
that allowing 
LGBT adoption 
is “dangerously 
irresponsible.”

Celebrated feminist poet, author and activist ADRI-
ENNE RICH died at age 82 at her home in Santa 
Cruz, Calif. Rich 
is one of the most 
widely read poets 
of the 20th century, 
her literary infl uence 
surpassed only by her 
status as a feminist 
and lesbian-rights 
rabble rouser. 

Lesbophobia: An Old Lesbian’s 
Experience in a Hospital 

—Mina K. Meyer, 1940, from 
Experience in a Hospital 

—Mina K. Meyer, 1940, from 
Experience in a Hospital 

Old Lesbians Organizing for Change 
Experience in a Hospital 

Old Lesbians Organizing for Change 
Experience in a Hospital 

(http://www.oloc.org/news/downloads/OLOC%20reporter%20dec2010.
eversion.pdf)

Eight months ago, after a heart attack, I ended up in 
the intensive care unit of a major hospital. I was receiving 
excellent care until I realized one nurse, on a particular shift, 
was not giving me the attention that I needed. My Foley bag 
was not being emptied in a timely way, my call button was 
not being answered, and I was not being turned at regular 
intervals. I felt very helpless, because I had also broken 
two bones in my ankle when the heart attack happened, so I 
couldn’t move myself around in the hospital bed. I was also 
heavily sedated with morphine.

My Lesbian spouse of 39 years came to see me every 
day and concurred that there was Lesbophobia going on with 
that nurse. The nurse also ignored my spouse’s attempts to 

Another Retailer
Gets behind Gay 

Marriage
—Charlie Butts, OneNewsNow, 8/3/2012 

Marriage
—Charlie Butts, OneNewsNow, 8/3/2012 

Marriage

. . .Target [has a] new 
wedding registry ad featuring a 
male couple.

. . . JC Penney [recently 
selected] Ellen DeGeneres as the 
company’s spokesperson.  Not to 
be outdone, Target’s ad promoting 
its wedding registry depicts two 
men holding hands, standing nose-
to-nose.  They are accompanied 
by the slogan, “Be yourself, 
together.  Build a Target wedding 
gift registry as unique as the two 
of you.”
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Boy Scouts
Reaffi rm Ban

on Homosexuals
—David Crary, Associated Press, 

7/17/2012 

After a confidential two-
year review, the Boy Scouts 
of America on Tuesday 
emphatically reaffirmed its 
policy of excluding “gays,” 
ruling out any changes despite 
relentless protest campaigns by 
some critics.

An 11-member special 
committee, formed discreetly 
by top Scout leaders in 2010, 
“came to the conclusion that 
this policy is absolutely the 
best policy for the Boy Scouts,” 
the organization’ national 
spokesman, Deron Smith, told 
The Associated Press. 

get the situation 
corrected. When 
my spouse asked 
the nurse about 
the Foley bag, 
the nurse replied, 
“Yes, it is close 
to bursting,” and 
kept on walking 
past the room. 
I had to call in 
the charge nurse, 
complain about 
the Lesbophobia, 
and tell him not 
to allow that 
nurse near me again. I also emphasized the need 
to educate the nurses on that floor about Lesbians 
and gay men.

The Cleveland Public Theater
6415 Detroit Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44102

for

Standing on Ceremony: The Gay Marriage Plays

October 4, 2012

Reception 6:00pm

Show 7:30pm
Written by Jordan Harrison, Moisés Kaufman, Mo Gaffney, Neil LaBute, Wendy McLeod, José Rivera, Paul Rudnick and Doug Wright        

Directed by Craig George

“Funny and moving. A staged celebration.” —The New York Times.

General Admission: $35

Host (VIP seating): $100 
To RSVP or for more information, please call Patti Seitz at 614-224-0400 or email patti@equalityohio.org.

Communicating this 
information was very 
difficult for me because 
of my feeling vulnerable 
and not knowing how 
the hospital staff would 
react. On the other 
hand, I felt my life was 
endangered by this 
nurse’s lack of respect for 
me. As it turned out, the 
charge nurse profusely 
apologized for the actions 
of the Lesbophobic nurse 
and made sure I received 
excellent care for the rest 

of my stay. I never saw the Lesbophobic nurse 
again. I can only hope she was educated so that 
her behavior will not be repeated ever again.

Cleveland Great Trail Council Re-
ject Boy Scouts’ Discriminatory 

Policy
—David Fedyniak, Hudson, Ohio  (http://www.
change.org/petitions/great-trail-council-reject-the-boy-

scouts-of-america-s-anti-gay-policy?utm_source=action_
alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10607&alert_

id=TbpDUffBAC_XwWJLhYKFW%20style=)

We, the Scouts and community 
members of Great Trail Council urge the Council to reject the 
Boy Scouts of America’s anti-gay policy.

Among service organizations, the Boy Scouts are 
increasingly isolating themselves with their discriminatory 
policy. Organizations including the Girl Scouts, the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America, as well as the 4H Club all welcome gay kids 
as well as adult leaders.

We love the Boy Scouts, but we can’t support this policy. 
That’s why we urge you to speak out against the ban on gay 
Scouts and leaders and adopt an inclusive policy like other 
troops, packs, councils, and lodges across the country have 
done—so the Boy Scouts can maintain its relevancy, improve 
recruitment, and truly live by the principles it teaches its 
members.
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The Arc of the Rainbow 
—Katrina vanden Heuvel, The Nation, June 4, 2012

When President Obama endorsed same-sex 
marriage, he did more than just “evolve” into a 
new position. He lent his moral authority to the 
century-long struggle for gay rights. 

Since the “homosexual” became a distinct 
and recognizable category in the late nineteenth 
century, almost every institution of Western 
society has sought to eradicate, punish, repress, 
and exclude those men and women who fell 
under that name.  Science deployed its arsenal of 
clinical instruments—medical experimentation, 
electroshock therapy, psychoanalysis, and the 
jailhouse of the asylum—to “cure” individuals, 
and society of this so-called affliction.  From 
the bully pulpit of the church came down the 
scarlet letters of sin and shame and, with them, 
the status of moral pariah. The modem state made 
homosexuals a criminal class of people—the sex 
they had punishable as a felony; the signs of their 
existence subject to censorship; their attempts 
to gather in public the target of raids, beatings, 
and mass arrests.  In Nazi Germany, this state-
sponsored pogrom reached murderous heights 
when, along with millions of Jews, thousands 
of suspected homosexuals were exterminated 
in concentration camps.  Here in America at 
around the same time, homosexuals were also 
considered enemies of the state, lavender menaces 
spied on by the FBI, blackmailed, and charged 
with sedition. Employers—from corporations to 
small businesses to schools—considered even the 
whiff of homosexuality sufficient cause to fire 
workers.  And all of this sent a powerful message 
to society at large—that it was O.K. for family 
members, neighbors, colleagues, and strangers 
to shun homosexuals and, sometimes, to commit 
acts of violence against them. . . .  In the face of 
this almost total injunction rose one of the most 
remarkable social movements of the twentieth 
century—the struggle for gay and lesbian 
liberation and equality.  Displaying unimaginable 
courage, gays and lesbians reclaimed their lives 
from the doctors, priests, cops, and judges who 

What to Do
about Bullying

—from “Anti-bullying Education Can Wait,” 
about Bullying

—from “Anti-bullying Education Can Wait,” 
about Bullying

by John Rosemond, McClatchy Newspapers, 2012

  . . . [A]ll parents should know several things [about 
bullying].  First, it is a school’s responsibility to provide 
a safe and positive learning environment for all chil-
dren. 

Second, if a school is lax in responding to a 
bully, parents can and should (in my estimation) 
explore legal means of forcing the school to act. 

Third, if bullying is physical, then the bully has 
broken the law (which applies to children as well 
as adults), and parents have a taxpayer right to file 
a complaint with the police, and the police have an 
obligation to investigate and determine whether or 
not to charge the perpetrator with a crime. 
 The problem is that for all the hoopla schools 
make of their anti-bullying programs, many administra-
tors, when push comes to shove, respond to bullies and 
their parents in decidedly less-than-effective ways. 
 The reason may be that there are no parents 
more diffi cult to deal with, no parents who defend their 
children with greater ferocity, no parents more blind to 
reality, no parents more irrational, than the parents of 
bullies. They are world-class enablers and terrorists all 
rolled into one. The apples don’t fall far from the trees.  
As a result, many administrators handle them with kid 
gloves—unfortunate, inexcusable, but somewhat under-
standable at the same time. 
 I said as much on a talk show recently, and then 
braced myself for a fl ood of complaints from outraged 
school administrators.  It never came.  In fact, I heard 
not a peep. That spoke volumes. 
 A number of years ago, I learned the value of 
letting law enforcement handle a lawbreaker, even when 
the lawbreaker is a child.  When my son was 12, the 
neighborhood bully, around that same age, chased him 
into our house when we weren’t home and backed him 
up against a wall, threatening him with bodily harm.  
When my wife and I got home and the sitter informed 
us what had happened, I promptly called the police and 
fi led a complaint.  The boy, whose parents had consis-
tently failed to recognize his budding criminality much 
less do anything about it, was served with a warrant.  
Two days later, a For Sale sign appeared on their front 
lawn, and within a month, the family had vanished.  
Enabling always comes with a price.
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would have kept them unseen and unheard.  They 
came out of the closet, renouncing shame and 
secrecy.  They chose their own names, made their 
own vibrant culture, formed their own political 
organizations, and, when a plague struck their 
community, took care of their own while those in 
power would not even admit that AIDS existed.  
They forced AIDS onto the national agenda 
and, along with, it, the demand for an end to 
the criminalization of gay sex and a call for full 
citizenship, for a place at the table. 

 With his declaration in support of same-
sex marriage, perhaps at some risk to his political 
fortunes, President Obama threw in his lot with 
this minority, still despised by many, not so long 
ago despised by almost all. It was a brave act, 
yes, but the moral epiphany he reached that day 
was made possible not just by conversations with 
gay staffers and his wife and daughters, as the 
president said in his interview, but by generations 
of gay and lesbian activists and allies.  It was born 
of a courage nurtured in common—until it was 
just safe enough for the most powerful man in the 
world to join the cause.

 The reverberations of Obama’s declaration 
will be felt for decades, but it has already 
had immediate payoffs.  Several prominent 
Democrats—including Harry Reid, Steny 
Hoyer, Jack Reed, and James Clyburn—have 
come out in favor of same-sex marriage since 
Obama’s announcement.  Support for same-
sex marriage will almost assuredly become a 
plank in the Democratic Party platform, and it 
is impossible to imagine that future Democratic 
presidential candidates will be anything but 
enthusiastic advocates for gay rights. By making 
his announcement before the November election, 
Obama has in effect declared that at least on 
this front of the culture war, Democrats will no 
longer cower in fear. They have chosen sides—
emphatically so.  And if polls are any indication, 
it’s the Republicans who ought to cower in fear.  
In response to Obama’s announcement, Romney 
tepidly described his anti-gay agenda as also just 
a “personal position,” and then sought to change 
the subject.  For the record, he supports a position 

to the right of George W. Bush; they both favor 
a constitutional amendment banning same-sex 
marriage, but Romney also opposes civil unions.  
There’s no doubt that Obama’s declaration will 
stoke the far right’s visceral hatred of him, but with 
support for same-sex marriage rapidly growing, 
especially among young voters and independents, 
it is no longer the wedge issue it once was. 
Indeed, if anything, the differences between the 
two parties has been crystallized, as the adult 
bullies of the Republican Party seem dead set on 
not just discriminating against gays and lesbians 
but also using the invasive powers of the state to 
control women’s reproductive lives.  Got sex? The 
Republicans are against that. 

 Of course, there’s still a long, tough slog 
ahead: to repeal the Defense of Marriage Act, 
to undo the thirty state constitutional bans on 
same-sex marriage, to pass the Employment 
Nondiscrimination Act, among other legislation.  
Obama’s personal position favoring same-sex 
marriage was tempered by his claim that he 
still thinks states should figure the issue out for 
themselves.  But his administration knows that 
full marriage equality for gays and lesbians can 
happen only at the federal level.  It has supported 
Senator Dianne Feinstein’s Respect for Marriage 
Act, which would strike down DOMA; and 
quietly, behind the scenes, Eric Holder’s Justice 
Department has laid down the legal brief that 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation 
should be subject to a heightened level of scrutiny, 
an argument that will come into play if and when 
the Supreme Court settles the matter. 

 For gays and lesbians, who sits on the 
Court when those arguments are heard will matter 
a great deal—just as it mattered a great deal that 
Barack Obama—and not John McCain—sat in 
the White House for his historic interview.  But 
even as the media scurry to calculate the odds and 
piece together the advisers, donors, and politicians 
who will continue to push gay rights forward, let’s 
not forget the real heroes of this moment: those 
millions of everyday gays and lesbians whose 
personal acts of defiance against the established 
social order were no less earthshaking than what 
just happened in Washington. 
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PFLAG National
Responds to Chick-fi l-A 

Controversy 
—Contact  Liz Owen | lowen@pflag.org> | (202) 467-8180 

ext. 214 

WASHINGTON, DC—PFLAG National 
(Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays)—the nation’s original family and ally 
organization, and the largest grassroots-based non-
profit for families, friends, and allies of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people—
issued the following statement today regarding the 
recent Chick-fil-A controversy: 

“While we find his beliefs and actions to 
be deeply damaging, PFLAG National supports 
Chick-fil-A President Dan Cathy’s right to freely 
express those beliefs, religious or otherwise. 
And no matter how destructive the action, or 
how much we disagree with it, we support his 
right to funnel profits from his company into that 
company’s charitable arm (WinShape) which 
subsequently donates dollars—over five million of 
them and counting—to groups that openly work to 
deny basic rights to our lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) loved ones. 

But let’s be clear: It is also the right of 
millions of LGBT people and their families, 
friends, and allies to use this same right to free 
speech to protest that position, and to educate 
the public as to just where the revenue from Mr. 
Cathy’s business is going. 

Dan Cathy may say that his company has 
never discriminated against an LGBT person, 
but WinShape’s massive financial contributions 
to organizations that advocate for the passage of 
laws that would make such discrimination legal 
(or in some cases, keep discrimination legal) 
say otherwise. WinShape has funded numerous 
organizations that oppose efforts to protect LGBT 
youth from bullying in schools, support “ex-gay” 
groups, and bankroll efforts to allow international 
laws enabling the execution of LGBT people to 
stand. Educating people as to this reality isn’t 
about crushing freedom of religion— it is about 

exercising the right to free speech . . . just as Mr. 
Cathy has done. 

For many years, anti-equality activists have 
used boycotts and protests against corporations 
to voice their opposition to LGBT-inclusive 
practices. Ironically, when Americans who 
support equality use this same strategy, it is 
called discrimination. As this issue continues to 
be discussed, PFLAG members everywhere will 
continue to exercise their right to free speech and 
dialogue, sharing the truth about this situation: 
Chicken, speech, religion . . . these are simply 
a distraction from the real issue: a well-funded 
campaign against equality for all people. 

On behalf of the hundreds of thousands of 
families, allies, and LGBT people represented by 
PFLAG, PFLAG National President David M. 
Horowitz welcomes the opportunity to open a 
dialogue with Mr. Cathy about these issues.” 

Truth Wins Out Responds 
to Family Research

Council’s Call for Removal 
of Its Hate Group

Designation
—Contact: Wayne Besen, Truth Wins Out, 8/16/12

Designation
—Contact: Wayne Besen, Truth Wins Out, 8/16/12

Designation

WASHINGTON - Today, in response to 
a shooting at the headquarters of the Family 
Research Council on Wednesday, FRC President 
Tony Perkins held a press conference in which 
he stated that the “reckless” labeling of his 
organization as an anti-gay hate group by 
organizations like the Southern Poverty Law 
Center gave the shooter a “license” to carry out 
his attack.

Truth Wins Out, the national LGBT 
organization dedicated to fighting anti-gay 
extremism, released the following statement:

“Truth Wins Out and dozens of major 
LGBT organizations across the country swiftly 
condemned yesterday’s shooting at Family 
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Research Council headquarters,” said Wayne 
Besen, the group’s founder and executive director. 
“The LGBT community knows all too well the 
devastating consequences of violence—lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and trans people are harassed, 
threatened, intimidated, beaten, and killed on a 
daily basis in violent acts of hatred all over the 
world, simply because of who they are and who 
they love. That is why—yesterday, today, and 
every day—we stand squarely against violence in 
all its forms, because violence is never a way to 
resolve political differences or settle disputes.”

“But yesterday’s senseless act of violence 
does not exonerate the Family Research Council 
and other anti-gay hate groups from the decades 
they’ve spent slandering, demonizing, and 
actively lying about the LGBT community,” 
added John Becker, TWO’s Director of 
Communications. “The Southern Poverty Law 
Center—a venerable civil rights organization that 
monitors and documents extremism across the 
country—rightfully labeled the Family Research 
Council an anti-gay hate group because of its 
extensive history of spreading malicious, hateful 
falsehoods about gay people.  FRC is not a hate 
group because of its public policy views, as Mr. 
Perkins has alleged.  It is a hate group because it 
earned that designation.”

 “In his statement today, Tony Perkins 
expressed appreciation for the LGBT 
community’s swift repudiation of violence but 
asked us to go further and disavow FRC’s 
hate-group designation. Truth Wins Out 
cannot do that,” concluded Besen.  “The 
Family Research Council says that gays are 
deviants and pedophiles, strongly promotes 
fraudulent ‘pray-away-the-gay’ therapy, 
calls for the imprisonment of gay people, 
and says that homosexuality is destructive 
to society.  Perkins cannot be allowed to 
exploit the sympathy rightfully generated 
by this inexcusable crime to whitewash 
his group’s ongoing anti-gay activities.  If 
the FRC wants to stop being labeled a hate 
group, it must stop doing and saying hateful 
things.”

Teen Victim in Anti-Gay 
Beating Speaks Out

—http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/lo-
Beating Speaks Out

—http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/lo-
Beating Speaks Out

cal/2012/07/28/school-bullying-victim-speaks-out.html

Victim of bullying at his Chillicothe high 
school, Zach King describes his experiences with 
his mother, Becky Collins, at his side.

Zach King says when he goes back to high 
school next month, he won’t be scared.

Bullied since second grade, the openly gay 
16-year-old was harassed and taunted for acting 
“girly,” having long hair and being different at 
Unioto High School in Chillicothe. It came to a 
head in October when he was severely beaten in 
his third period class by another student and it 
was captured on video.  That’s when Zach and 
his mom, Becky Collins, went from victims to 
activists.  Since the attack, they’ve told their 
stories to groups of teens and adults, most recently 
at the American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio’s 
biennial conference yesterday in Columbus.  
They were part of a panel called “It’s Getting 
Better,” where they shared their story and talked 
about what can be done to prevent and react to 
bullying and harassment of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender youth.  “It’s empowering to do 
this, to share my story with other people,” Zach 
said after the panel.“And I hope they will learn 
and one day, there will be a lot less bullies than 

Zach King (Huston)
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How Many LGBT People 
Are There, and So What?

—Tom Copeland

Charlie Butts reports on his conservative 
website, OneNewsNow (“Misperception Clouds 
the Truth,” 7/21/12) that Americans vastly 
overestimate the size of the LGBT minority.  “A 
Gallup poll released last year, he says, “revealed 
that the perception of the American public is 
that nearly 25 percent of the population is ‘gay’ 
or lesbian.  In a recent article published in The 
Atlantic magazine, political reporter Garance 
Franke-Ruta says of those poll results: ‘Such 
a misunderstanding of the basic demographics 
of sexual behavior and identity in America 
has potentially profound implications for the 
acceptance of the gay-rights agenda.’”  “‘On 

the one hand,’” he adds, 
quoting Franke-Ruta, 
“‘people who overestimate 
the percent of gay 
Americans by a factor 
of 12 seem likely to also 
wildly overestimate the 
cultural impact of same-
sex marriage, [and] the 
extraordinary confusion 
over the percentage of 
gay people may reflect 
a triumph of the gay 
and lesbian movement’s 
decades-long fight against 
invisibility and the closet. 

. . .’”
Butts adds that “Peter LaBarbera of 

Americans for Truth about Homosexuality tells 
OneNewsNow the misperception is astounding 
because the actual figure—even from many 
homosexual activist groups—is more like 1.7 
percent as homosexual and another 1.8 percent as 
bisexual.  ‘And so why are we giving such weight 
to this special-interest group?’ he asks.  ‘We need 
to fight back.  We need to address the media 
propaganda that we see all the time—media 

there are now.”  After the October attack, Zach 
and his mom, along with the ACLU, sued the 
Union-Scioto school district, saying that school 
officials “fostered an atmosphere” that permitted 
the bullying of LGBT students while disregarding 
his reports of harassment. At the time of the 
attack, Zach was known as Zach Huston.  Earlier 
this month, the school board agreed to settle 
the lawsuit for $35,000—while admitting no 
wrongdoing—and agreed to make changes to 
the way it handles harassment and bullying of 
LGBT students.  Matthew Grimm, the chair of 
the Greater Dayton chapter of the Gay, Lesbian, 
and Straight Education Network, also told of his 
experiences being bullied at a Florida high school. 
His jaw was wired shut for almost seven months 
after a boy, who was shouting gay slurs at him, 
punched him in the face, said Grimm, who is 26.

“Matt’[s] and Zach’s stor[ies] are far more 
common than we might believe,” said 
Raphael Davis-Williams, an ACLU board 
member and civil rights attorney. “Sexual 
orientation and issues around sexual 
orientation are still viewed as the only 
acceptable form of discrimination.”

In addition to speaking on the panel, 
Zach and his mom were honored by the 
ACLU for their contributions over the last 
year, receiving the organization’s Flame of 
Liberty award.

“They have been so clear about their 
desire to see broader change in school 
systems,” said Chris Link, executive 
director of the Ohio ACLU.

Collins told those in attendance to 
keep reaching out to teachers, principals, 
and other parents if their child is bullied, and if 
that doesn’t get a response, [he recommended 
going] to the police to report verbal or physical 
harassment.

“The more people that stand up, the more it 
makes a difference,” Zach said.

Collins says her son has grown up a lot this 
year, and now has a passion to help others.

“Everybody’s different,” Zach said. “But they 
should be treated the same.”
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stories that are written, like press releases for 
homosexual activist groups and ubiquitous 
Hollywood propaganda. . . .  [W]e have to get 
back to reality and help Americans understand that 
this is just a tiny sliver of society.’”

The bottom line appears to be that it’s okay 
to deprive a very small minority of their civil 
rights, and if we find their behavior particularly 
odious (e.g., holding hands in public), it’s morally 
imperative to do so.

Nothing to Be Hung Up 
About 

— Lucy Tobin, The Guardian Weekly, January 14, 2011

When two students asked Eric Anderson,  a 
sociology lecturer at Bath University, if he had 
heard of the game “gay 
chicken,” he shook his 
head.  “I had no clue 
what it was,” he says. “So 
they showed me.”  The 
students—both men—went 
in to kiss each other.  
“The challenge was that 
whoever pulled out first 
was the loser,” Anderson 
explains.  “But because 
men are no longer afraid 
of this, they ended up 
kissing.”  This led to a new 
research project.  
Growing up in the 
US, Anderson did 
his PhD on “the 
intersection of 
sport, masculinities, 
and declining 
homophobia” after 
coming out at 25.

 His research 
subjects caught the 
interest of students 
at Bath, hence 

the question about “gay chicken.”   Anderson 
discovered that the game had almost died out in 
the UK in the last few years “because nobody 
ever loses,” and began to consider heterosexual 
university students’ views of kissing other men.  
“I started going through my students’ Facebook 
profiles, with their permission, and was inundated 
with hundreds of photos of men kissing on their 
nights out,” Anderson reports. 

 He decided to do some formal research.  
He interviewed 145 students, a mixture of men 
studying sports-related subjects and every third 
man who left the library on a particular day, 
from two different universities, plus other male 
students from a sixth-form college.  The results of 
his survey showed 89% of the polled men saying 
they were happy to kiss another man on the lips 
through friendship.  And almost 40% added that 
they had engaged in “sustained kissing, initially 

for shock value, but now just 
for ‘a laugh.’” 

 Anderson now 
believes that homophobia 
is dying out on university 
campuses, and says 
attitudes to male kissing 
reflect that.  “Sexual 
minorities have made 
tremendous cultural 
and legal improvements 
towards equality—the 
media is saturated 
with images of sexual 

minorities, and 
homosexuality is 
almost normalised 
today,” he says.  
“This is particularly 
true of youth. 
Young people 
have disassociated 
themselves from 
homophobia the way 
they once did from 
racism.” 

The Oakland Center for the Arts is performing  
Larry Kramer’s The Normal Heart, The Normal Heart, The Normal Heart
September 21- October 6. They performed it 
25 years ago, under Alexandra Van Such. It 
deals with the AIDS crisis and the aftermath 
in the eighties.  Larry Kramer, recently 
deceased, was a founder of ACT UP, a group 
whose strong words and actions pushed the 
government to invest in AIDS research and 
prevention.
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Camp fYrefl y
Camp fYrefly is Canada’s only national 

leadership retreat for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
trans-identified, two-spirited, intersexed, queer, 
questioning, and allied youth.  The camp was 
started in 2004 to help youth develop leadership 
skills and personal resilience to become agents for 
positive change in their communities.  It’s open to 
youth aged 14-24, from all across Alberta.  Camp 
fYrefly originally ran for two and a half days, but 
has been extended to four days. . . .

Camp fYrefly operates under a by-youth-
for-youth approach.  The programming is 
guided by input from the youth but facilitated 
by trained educators and youth 
workers.  Campers experience 
four days of activities including 
empowerment, reflection, and 
personal growth.

For some, the camp may 
be one of the few places they 
can truly find acceptance, ask 
questions openly, and explore 
personal and societal growth. . . .   
Wells says he has had inquires 
from parents and young people 
as young as 10 years old who are interested in 
coming to Camp fYrefly.  He points out that the 
average age of attendants when the camp opened 
was between 20 and 21 years old.  This year, the 
average age is 17.

“That’s how quickly our world is changing.  
Our coming-out age is now, on average, 15 years 
old,” says Wells.  “They can be themselves, 
they can be happy, they can be proud of who 
they are.  And hopefully, they can get support 
in their families and their schools, because 
those are the two most critical places.”  Wells 
says discrimination against sexual minorities 
has decreased but points out it is still prevalent 
in daily life.  Last week, University of Alberta 
student Chevi Rabbit says he was called a faggot 
and was assaulted.  Just a few months ago, a blog 
post by Wild Rose candidate Allan Hunsberger 
surfaced, claiming homosexuals were doomed to 

an eternity in a “lake of fire” if they didn’t change.  
The post stated, “if gay people die the way they’re 
born they will suffer the rest of eternity in the 
lake of fire.”  Wells says it’s because of that 
discrimination that Camp fYrefly needs to exist.

“There will always be a need for Camp 
fYrefly as long as people are victims of hate 
crimes. Gay bashing, political rhetoric, that’s 
discrimination or unjust. Those aren’t the kinds of 
messages we want our young people exposed to,” 
says Wells. “We want these young people to know 
that their sexuality or their gender identity doesn’t 
have to be their biggest barrier in life; it can be 
their biggest asset to achieve.”

The camp aims to bring in the idea of inter-
generational mentorship. Dr. Karen Hofmann, a 

radiologist with the Canadian 
Medical Labs, has run sessions 
at the camp before and came 
back again this year.  She had 
a tough time coming out in 
the ’50s and ’60s and is trying 
to make it easier for today’s 
youth. “It’s basically mothering 
children who are questioning 
and going through stress and 
need encouragement . . . ,” she 
says. . . .

The camp also invited queer professionals 
to speak about their life experiences and how 
they’ve become successful in their careers while 
being true to themselves.  The speakers included 
people from the medical field, local media, law 
enforcement, and the oil industry.

Wells and Hofmann both agree that the 
experience is about finding yourself and learning 
to be proud of who you are.  “It’s about paying it 
forward and talking about some of the challenges.  
The rewards of what it means to lead an authentic 
life where you can feel supported for who you 
are; not for who society tells you you should be,” 
says Wells.  “It’s a matter of promoting diversity. 
It’s a matter of: yes we’re different, we’re odd, 
everyone else is odd too, so what’s the problem?” 
says Hofmann.

Camp fYerfly runs July 26-29.

Gay Illegals
—Associated Press, 8/4/2012 

Gay Illegals
—Associated Press, 8/4/2012 

Gay Illegals

Binational gay couples are eligible 
for consideration under a federal 
program designed to focus resources 
away from low-priority deportation 
cases and let officials spend more time 
tracking down convicted criminals, said 
Marsha Catron, a spokeswoman for the 
Department of Homeland Security.
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Submissions
The Youngstown Area PFLAG 

Rag needs your input.  There are Rag needs your input.  There are Rag
four annual issues, having the 
following deadlines: March 1, 
June 1, September 1, December 
1.  Send submissions (including 
pictures) to tcopeland@neo.rr.com or 
to the PFLAG mailbox at this postal 
address:

Youngstown Area PFLAG
313 N. Belle Vista Ave.
Youngstown, OH  44509

Disclaimer
The views expressed in these pages are not necessarily 

those of the executive board, editor, or chapter.

DUES ARE DUE

PFLAG National’s fiscal year begins October 1. In order for us to submit your dues on time to National, 
please promptly return the dues form with your check. From your $25 dues, we must send $15 to 
National, and our chapter keeps the remaining $10.  There is no extra charge to receive our quarterly 
newsletter by email. Your additional tax deductible donation helps our chapter provide funds for our 
programs, brochures, supplies, meeting expenses, and dues to Help Hotline. Please print this form and 
mail it with your check to the address below. We need your continuing support. Thank you!

(          )   New
(          )   Renewal
(          )   Change of contact information. Please fill in form below. 
(          )   $25.00  Household membership for fiscal year 2012-13
(          )   $5.00  Newsletter postal subscription (if you cannot receive it electronically)
(          )   $______ Additional donation

Check enclosed for $________

Please make your check payable to Youngstown Area PFLAG, and include your NAME, ADDRESS, 
EMAIL ADDRESS, and PHONE NUMBER.

Name___________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Email _______________________      Phone____________________

Mail to  Youngstown Area PFLAG,  2201 Goleta Ave.,  Youngstown, OH 44504

Meetings are held 
the second Tuesday 
of every month at 
6:30 in the Parish 
House of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church 
(lower level), 323 
Wick Avenue, 
Youngstown, OH.


